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Department of Justice* 
Atten. Ur* 0. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 


di ^"FORMATION CONTAINED 
ftU IN IS UNCLASSIFIED, . 


Dear Ur. Hooveri 


Th. appaadad artiel* ... priatad i. th.\^ T.rk «... i.«* «f 8*m* 
8eptimber 22, 1940 and If baaed on proven facta ,should bo of vital importanc 
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The foregoing is offered just in case the article a*i it. inferences have not 


been called to- your attention 
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“Death Ray" for Plane* 

Nikola jrTesla, one of tha truly 
great inventors who celebrated his 
eighty-fo*rth birthday on July 10, 
tells thefl writer that ha stands 
r^ady to'tdlvulge to the United 
States Government the secret of hia 
‘ teleforce." with which, ha said, 
ah-plane motors would be melted at 
a distance of 250 miles, so that an 
Invisible Chinese Wall of Defense 
would be built around the country 
against any attempted attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter bow 
large. 

This “teleforce/* ha said, Is based 
on an entirely new principle of 
physics that “no one has ever 
dreamed about,’* different from the 
principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of elec¬ 
trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received & number of 
basic patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper¬ 
ate through a beam one one-hun- 
dred-millionth of a square centi¬ 
meter in diameter, and could be 
generated fron? a special plant that 
would cost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend the country 
against all possible aerial attack. 
The beam wo*ld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wptfjjd be 
all-penetrating. 

High Vacuum Eliminated 

The beam, he states, involves fou’ 
new inventions, two of which al¬ 
ready have been tested. One of 
these is & method and apparatus 
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jjpor ^producing rays 
jm&nifestatlons ^f er 
^air, elimiaating^the i 
high vacuum; & second is & method 
and process for producing “very 
great electrical force”; the third 
Is a method for amplifying this 
force, and the fourth is a new 
method for producing ”a tremen¬ 
dous electrical repelling force.” 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to its objec¬ 
tive. according to the inventor, 
will attain & potential of 50,000,000 
volts. s 

With this enormous voltage, he 
said, microscopic electrical parti¬ 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 

their nlission of defensive destruc- 

* 

tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made a number of 
improvements in It. 

Mr. Tesla makes one Important * 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf-! 
fer “no interference from experts." 

In ordinary times such a condi¬ 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be¬ 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil¬ 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Teala as an 
inventor who always was many 
years ahead of his time, the ques¬ 
tion arises whether it may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
teleforce plant. 

Such a Device *'Invalual^^e ,, 

After all, $2,000,000 would he rela¬ 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfills his promise the re¬ 
sult achieved would be truly stag¬ 
gering. Not only would it save bil¬ 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also eave many more 
billions In property that would 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
as witness current events in Eng- 
land. 

• Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex¬ 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un¬ 
usable, in which cause our Navy 
might find itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities In ! 
the case even if the chances were 
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
odds would still be largely in favor 
of taking a chance on spending 
$2,000,000. In the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 
.'he still retains full Intellectual 
lyi gor, the authorities in charge of 
Wfjcdwjg the national defense should 
at once look into the matter. The 
sum i? insignificant compared with 
i the magnitude of the stake. 
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October 1, 1940 




V- 


I «1 ah to acknowledge r4oei.pt of your 
latter dated Sep tea bar 24, 1940, /together with Its 
enclosure* 

lour ooarteay and interest in brin gi ng 
this information to ay attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter 
will receive appropriate consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 


John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 
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VEST A ' jij 

UNSUBS — EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND /RESEARCH OF _N1KQLA T£ajt& . 

CEASED -BMfllfX ESPIONAGE—=_M. RETEL AJNDER ABOVE HEADING TO vJIE BUREAU 
FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST* INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED 
JAN EIGHT. RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SSMMMMX STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE* ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVA^KOSANOVICH, GEORGE 
^CLARK^AND KENNETHWtfEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH ^REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAW WALKER CO# IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA# 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
WILL OF TESLA* KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEE2EY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN¬ 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEE2EY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN¬ 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO¬ 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOW IN POSSESSION KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 

NINE GORSUCH AND lttfiSBC FTI2GERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL^AND SEI2ED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO 
?RUCKLOaSdS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO* NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED. 
AT THAT VMKC TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINCi. 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO fMMWX BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYfcuSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 
ifnTs NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS _ 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT immK FEELS THAT NO OTHER : 
AGENCY WILL BE ABLE,TO GET WK TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS/ 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPO IN TED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTVTNTO HIS CUS-^ 

tody, tesla also had some property, ambvcsnxk alleged by informant 

FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED^AND^HOTEL 
APPEAR S UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL' 
■8HHCX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
POR? A L B Jaq - A -- D ° BTAIN ;*SOPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS™- 1 

P ° E I t5 C £ ENTRIC IF N0T I ® sk MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 

PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 

DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 

THEREF0RE > ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
THAT TIME * KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
R *^ EE F AS FORM ERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE PV9MSDKC PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP- 

^ G0SE0V IA» CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND .GREECE, UNQUOTE. 

SWII EZIIY I S A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 

f?v? > !f l ^D?A?B I , R SAM-r2L P i!? L , ISHIMG A BI0GR APHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULu 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 

BY RCA AND WOULD ALS$>ROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER • 

TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY* TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 

WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 

DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 

IN ™js proper™ for purposes of taking control of it! sSggeI? 

GF F ^ GF THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH¬ 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON fBQIK COULD NOT BE REVIEWED W 
Mfc EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL¬ 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECTS. 

TESLA DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - M. NIKOLA TESLA, u:v 
STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED 
TEEN FORTY THREE AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NVW YORK 
LIFETIME, HE CONDUCTED MANY EXPERIMENTS IN C CNNECi 
TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL POWER AND \Hmmm WHAT 
THE DEATH RAY. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FURNISHED 
THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES A 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESiGNS OF 
VITAl.T7F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, A 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP THeM FROM FALLING^ 

UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR eFFORT CF THE UN " 

IMG TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE 0* TeSLA, NAMED 
WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS T 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL B.ELIEV 
STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICK WILL MAKE THIS M/uirtXHL 
j 0 “tHZ ENEMY. •'SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS IN WASHINGTON,.AS_ 

-ti i A c MR MORKIN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON , CO NCERING 

TH~“a-OVF. SPANEL WAS ALSO INTELEPHCNIC COMMUNICATION WITH » U* L 

- - -SIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING I 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 
hi.i; R EQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO 

IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO PRESERVE 39EBBK THEM. ELOYCE FIT2GeRALJ, 
~I~CT-ICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD EEEN QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS ~I- 

Ti?ir ‘ADVISED THE NEW YORK OSFFICE THAT CN JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
* - - '-HC IS IN CHARGE OF THE 
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L02AD0, ONE OF THE ADVISORS TC VICE PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING iKI c 
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FORTY THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICK, GEORGE CLARK, WH 
EUM AND LABORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWE2EY 
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T’-r ^cctSTANCE OF ALOCKSMITH BROKE INTO A SAr E «nICH i^-^Lm, 
HAD INKIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME CF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING £T 
IMPORTANT Ml ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN The _J 
■d»c:t vo* ’tv T^SlA T OLD F T T? G r R A! .5- T HAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CO.L i I 0.< .. I ; n 
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Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E.A. Tainn?. 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 
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Mr. Nichols.. 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendoa_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr. McGui re 
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•Mr. Harbo_ 
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Nikola Tesla, one of the world's outsta 
the electrical field, died at his residence in th 
York City, on January 7> 1943. In the oours^ of 
nany experiments with respect to the transmission . 

of radio and what is commonly called the>*^eath Ray^yy?B»* e 
respect to the wireless transmission of electrical dwere 

bee-, co? nl^ted and perfected, and Tesla had also cott^irod and 
revolutionary tvpe of tornedo whicn is not in use b 
ti~R. The specifications, exnlR.na*ions of the basi^^Wroy-i*»o, ^ 

of Tesla’s scientific endeavors a-e reported to be 4wW£,fiife effects, 
reported to have some 80 trunks 



Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy 


m different nlaces ’containing transcripts end 


o?.s;ns having to do with his experiments as well as a working model of one of 
Vs d“ ir elon:n c -rts in t.-.e safety deposit box at the Governor Clinton Hotel. 



& 


& 


V 



'<1 


n reported to the 
attar an electrical 

engineer w r u nau l*t?cu w _^ . — - • -- ---_ndividuals aevc 

indicated that r.o steps have been taken to preserve Tesla's records and models 
or to keep tner from ’'•piling into the hands of individuals sympathetic to the 

Axis cowers. 
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^ Tesla has a distant relative by the name of SavajKosanovich, wr.om he 

>! intensely disliked. Eosar.ovich is reported to be taking s^eps to get possession 
of these iaoortant documents and plans, and Spanel believes there is a Vron^ 
likelihood that Kosanovich will make such information available to the enemy. 

On January 7, 1943, Kosanovich, accompanied .by GeorgeVc lark, in charge of t re 
Museum and Laboratory for RCA, and Kenneth Ewezey of Brooklyn, New York, eot 
Tesla’s rooms at the* Hotel New Yorker where, with the aid of a locksmith, 
broke into a safe in which Tesla kept some of flfcc>0»l«ft£ le " 4 v '"' 1 '' > ' 5 

important electrical formulae, designs, et cetera .& £>(=3 

INDEXED 

y.r. Spanel, in addition to reporting these develoEner.ts -jg> the Bureau, 
has also advised the neadouarterc of the Military Intel 11gepoe Di’ision, a ;ir» 
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Vorkin of the Department of Justice in Washington, ehd|Dr. JAN1,013*0ly4ie 
of the advisors to Vice President Wallace. Lczedo a.fvised Spanel tha 
Government was vitalIv interested in. the effects 
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The New York Office was instructed to di s 
wit* the State's Attorney in Yew Y-rk City with the 
vosanovich into custody on a bursary charge and 
which Kosanovich is reported to have ta.<en * rorr ' . e - «:••. 
out that any activities pursued by the State • sAytorMgj 
e most secret fashion in order to avoid any publiciMB 
inventions. The New York Office was also instructs 
Court in order that stops could be placed against tg 
hir. hotel and any other points, in particular, the gfe 

^ave in order that no one racy enter t .an -ntiout a in-act ions, 

nresent and every precaution taken to preserve the * a ' - 

The Pew York office is to keep the* Bureau advised of al- 


4fceke the matter up 
* possibly taking 
"the various papers 
It was pointed 
d be handled in 
eyect to Tesla's 
the furrogate 
of Tesla both in 


boxes that he may 
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January 12, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADD 



Mr. Nichols^ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. T r a c y_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon__ 
Mr. Kramer__ 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Harbo 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 


Miss Beahm 



On Friday y January 8th s Ur. L. U. C. Spjth called me 
in connection with the death of Nikola^Tesla . He ad 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o 
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian *s office 
was thking some action. He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seise possession of the trunks. Ur. Smith 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact 
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian*s~ office, there did not appear to be any action 
which the Bureau could or should take. 
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Ls made to your lnqtuiry oy _ 

jndtfpiBt ofrttic t#chniMl pftpltw whifwT 1 

vu mo* vm 1 - f — 7 T° . __ 

belonged to the late NikolaTesla* 

From an examination of our files f we hare^een 

able to determine that this Bureau has wmbrnn powjjse^o 
__ «_i w. ta vod. of a oopy of Dr# Tesls^a papers* 
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Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 

SAVA K. K08AS07IC 
jhtmscal secukity-tu 
(Bufile 65-47953) 


April 17, 1950 


Rebulrt dated April 3 last. 

On April 7, 1950 agents of this offioo interviewed Mr. POTTS, 

Vice President of tbs Manhattan Warehouse And StorageCca^any, 52nd Stwt 
It 7th Avenue, York City, and At tint time *- POTTS that ths 

rules of his firm required that All poraon* fining access to goo^ »torjd 
by Mcnhattan fir«t bod to fill out on Appropriate form actting forth thoir 
names, data of visit, and xeaaon for requesting acoosb to tho good*. 

In a revise od tbs fils portalnlng to th* storage of the effect* of 
UJOFLA TESU, SOi. Pons revealed that only one such visit hod been; J“j^ 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. Thia «o# 
SLootloa took ploco on Wq> * ond 27, 1943, ot nlioh tlno wpinowtotlTO. 

of the AUen Property Custodian made a through review ol the entire effects 

of the T12SW estate. /V , kQ ^ ^ I L fiV 

lbs TESIA. effecta are stored in room* 5J and 5L of Manhattan S tora ge's 
warehouse at 52nd Street A 7th Avenue, Hmw Tort City. 

stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 year* on the floor 
in question, atated that ho oould recall only th* onejoccaaaion in ®* r Jjl 943 
whsr. an exaniinaUon waa mad* of th* TESLA effecta. Be «tjt^that at that 
«ma numerous photographs mere taken by the examiners. Bis description of 
tbs eq iiposnt used mould tend to show that a microfilm reproduction mas made 
of acme of the paper* of th* deooaaed scientist. ML. CIO added tte- »«y«rml 
of tbs group i*H"e the examination more 0.S. levy uniforme, and dwclng the 
tmo day* required to ocag&stc th* ex a mi n a t ion the civilian assistant* In tte 
~ JerTiSnUfied to him only a. "FKIEKAL AOTIDraTIES-. A^rding to 1ft. 
DFO, no otter irmtanc* of microfilming of the records of th* TESLA aatat# bn 

taktn plaee lino# thit tint# 

It should be noted that tbs Bureau mas informed of the e»oinatioB msn- 
tioned above by Bern York letter (with attachment*) dated October 17, 1945* 
entitled UKKHOBN SUBJECT; SAVA ©SAHOVICHj Experiment* k Research of KUPU 
TESLA (Dueceased), Espionage-M. 


cci 65-12290 
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Kl-HiJJC 

105-1391 



ORIGINAL FILED I» ( 


Letter to Director, FBI 

HI 105-1391 


UR. POTTS stated that no Inquiry had been received by Uanhattan f ron 
SAVA N. ©SANOVICH, *>r had Manhattan infonaed hix, in any "*y# 1 that an ex¬ 
amination of the TESLA effect* had been made by anyone. & £ ac V add * d 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has seen in the 

for* of bills for storage. 

ifi POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate mould 

of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been aade. 

• • 

Tnteivievinz agents explained to MR. POTTS that the examination made, 

„ « ~t1n.UE.Ld by the Bureau# nur W the ^ LLn 

part In that examination. 

Unlam edrleed to the contrary, thle lmeetlgetlon 
, olo ,S1t.tu., «d no further lnreeU6»tlve notion U oontenpUted Hr thl. 

am . CLOSED• 
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August 18, 1952 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

In a manner of Introduction, I wish to state that I am working 
toward a degree In Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged In a study of extensive 
compass and detail concerning the researches 9>nd writings of 

the late, world renowned scientist, Dr. Nlkola_Te_sl a » At con¬ 
siderable expense , I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which Include: 

l) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 


•J J l V C- 


ID 





2) Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found In 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

3 ) A few rare books which have now become "collector's 
Items". 


4) A collection of issued patents. 

Although the Items listed are considerable in number, the spe¬ 
cific information desired is lacking. 


As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 

19 ^ 3 . 


The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these papers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements In the field of science. 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves¬ 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been r°leased 
by the depcirtment in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, Oifice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress lleted Certain works, writings and research studies 
prepared oy the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his later years. There are various unpublished 
’works, such as a 10 -page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume 1 of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutz.man Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 


Ver; 
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a , , _ With reference to your letter of 
±}3 U irr le + 19 i 2 * 0ur fiU * d fdo*e that * 

orni* V nr ,??* U £* of hi9 d9ath b v th * 

niil * of Alien Property, and not by this 
Bureau . Consequently, you nay wish to 
cosmunicaze further with that agency which 
nay be addressed as follows: ( 65 - 47953 ) 

Assistant Attorney General 
Rowland 7. Kirks 

Erector, Office of Alien Property 

lOJ t *rt/i tate *A De P artmen * of Justice 
101 Indiana Avenue, K, jr 

Washington 25, D, C . 

Sincerely yours . 
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- John Edgar Hoover 
wf. Director 
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cc - 1 - Assistant Atki^rUy fieneral fm+h 

Rowland /, Kirks * copy of/ 

_ ° f A1Un Propertp ^^T g) 

„ | iOi ltdVa?a e L?nilV t V. n i 0/ ‘ ce 

Mr - n r ‘9^2 j Washington 25 , D. c, * • 
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Office iS/lento/andum • united states government 
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DATE: //ay 5^ laoo 


FROM * 


r /i « L • 


r T/7t 




SUBJECT 


NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 
I NFC N NAN: OK COKCLb.: ING 


< UIFORMATIOT* COo 

is uric*™ 

ATF 
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Clc M - 

Glivin- 

Hmrbo-- 

Rosen -- 
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WiotefTonrd 
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St zoo- 

Miss Gsody 




,M|^K rdn a.e Secirfbn iff oneNTureau ofy / 
Standards J^Wtf^Hfnsion 623) called on the afternoon 
of Kay 4 , 19-\>3 . 

■ J^k^Mstated that he had been reading a book entitled, 
"rhaSpr^^^tt ^Geniiis - The Life of Nikola Tesla by o .n . 

"Neill, mh on WKMde scribed as a science wytei^ora New 

frrk newspaper 1 ^Pmisner - . Ives roor^King his death 

book that Bureau Agents went to lesla « * J ers and 

on Tnnv-ru 7 1QA3. ocened his safe^ exanmed hi - .• a.,<.rs , an c 

on Janu-.ry r, -- .> _ fl■■|■ sc v f n is aaoeared on rage 

took over^^^Zgrsor.cl fil^s. V|mP „ , y mndern 

*??• for f *h*" tnv'ition of the 

?°T IcfNAoNnotortransmission, Ld other electrical engineering 
k • u. generator, r ^ r : v -or>s of Tesla were in 

raCioS. .. J a., fra” and (2) if so, were in e y available 

for review in viev of tr.eir sciemi., >c imor „c.ce. 
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that the 
not seen 


statement concerning the Bureau s 
very logical but that I leould 


1 told 1* r 

aking Tesla 9 s files 

heck on trie matter • . / 

* ** •' - 

r/ie Bureau's riles reflect that shortly after the death 
,, Tesl a in his hotel room in New York City on January 7 194o, 

■ aua Xosanouich, a d.stant ,rtlaz .ve <° “ jn0 certain materials 

entered ms room and opened trie j , ^ Smith o/ 

P03«as,d. 0 -. ^nuerj. cbout Ae 

VssTb’lutJof ene-y arents Tonflocating non* of the trunks of 

"Via and L/arently the Off tc. of 

Alie/Upertg Custodian the Bureau 
Hd not make any inquiries into this Situation. (o 5 - 479 --, 6 / 
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jt is noted also that 
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was interested in the IJfe and 1 °/Ve ’Y dllh 
Uhis prints and egerir ^ ^ 

YehlVeTe ^ Office of AU 

FBI.( 65 - 47953 - 16 ) 


tc ted 

^ _ ureau 

or national security • 
hat the effects of 
overty and not by the 


I called Ar. 
the office of Alien Frop 


his morning and told him tr ' at xt 

V end not ir.e «£»»•* t col over the 




. , r . ni] . s - Th<> Life of Nikola Tesla 

The book •' Proaigc x G * nx \ s 1 \ s f e inc obtained from 
is not in the Bureau Library, a c p ' n ed tc determine 
the Library of Congress. ± * yl t 0 the r v rea u ' s tchino these 
spec i,'<colli, the fk -os node o* to »hci 

raters. Ao xn. 3 ^ ^ 

further action shoula ne ^^r.~n. 


,'t - 


AjyPENDFNj. LLL_iE^L — 5 >-l ‘--5 3 „ 

v *> P '77 o/* the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla, 
Page 277 of < ^nn+nin^t the following statement: 

describing Tesla r s dea J*> c \ '’^ 1 ^ o/ > i nues t igati on came and opened 
••Operatives from tne Fe( { e7 ( al k B th Da J ers it contained, to examine 

ThlmTr 1 * r^lrZT i^VtZl Tel/eY invent ion of possible use 

in the war." 

Since this work was Published by 1 railing a^lbjection 

that any particular P^ r P ose iUUMthe V individual who raised 

tTglYs^TaYleYn Tel* sYraigh^m^refore, no father 

action is being taken . ■ 
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SUBJECT: 
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S^jC, t Oz^'fc.eK 
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'FORMM'O 


M r ; • 


DATE: - h - / “L; \ 

•ini dh\J)E 


MED 


XEb 






:.'r. GZCRuI H. S0HTS5T, JH.,'l^«^efcord Heed,. New "feochelle, Nev.- York, 

, lgZ. ge ymouf 

Avenue Southeast, Minneapolis, .Minnesota, photostat’^&.^&jfes of which are 
beine furnished the bureau and Minneapolis. '• • •' 

C? 

Mr. SCHSSF? stated that he v:as an associate /qf ;: 1ff »..-BIKGL&. TESIA in L 
191^ and tat for many years his father had been If. V5^iSt#*S, : £r * 

Mr. SChaHiT said that he never heard of LILA I I. A CSEESfiS’ fibf did he ever 
hear of ary of the nazes mentioned in ATS-3X'S letter 

1 -r 

• • 

»S writings 
he of value 



Yx. SDbZFJI stated that he has quite a hit of 

in his possession and he didn't unov whether cr not they 

cv ernsient. f^r. h: 
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fjyr ;_j is an Z’^ah^eer^r.ith Consolidate'' Idi 
.... irx:; s c;uii|£^i ah” T io hia he thc&ii x.i*y sth-d 
: the of the or^per authofi^ie r, i «M$f -dov 
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Mr. s::-'f"h“I stated that if. there was any wrong vAtfc 

f tt-r .1.. he be witi'n j cb tc.with the, FBI. 


Va'&rlhcr aoiioo is beta* Tedfert Icy the HX. C£fice v t&CB. 
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Lchnd I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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February 3 , 1954 


Mr. George H. Scherff, Jr. 

149 Seacord Road 
Westcr.ester, NFW YORK 

Dear .Mr. Scherff: 

re.: The Life and work of Dr. Nikola Tesla. 

Recently, I have founded an organization in name and honor of 
Dr. Tesla In coooeration with several people who were intimately 
associated with Tesla during his lifetime, and witn others who 
interested in Dr. Tesla and his achievements -ircm a scien¬ 
tific and historical standpoint. (See enclosed brochure.) I 
nave had some difficulty locating a lew 01 .esla's associates, 
and, the name of George Scherff is among them. Therefore, it 
is my sincere hope that you . Mr. Scherff, are the person I seek 
as having been associated with Tesla. 

I have personally studied the works of Tesla for a number of 
years, being particularly interested in elaDorating upon his 
researches regarding high-tension radiant beams. Through some 
travel and otr.er efforts, I nave been 1 or tuna ts to j.ocate many 
original collections of Tesla's correspondence and manuscripts, 
and in a few cases obtained a number of interesting items. 

I was in New York a snort time ago on business, and while there 
I vi 9 ited Mr. Kenneth X. Swezey. He intends to undertake some 
significant work on Denalf of Tesxa In tne near future, and 
since ne knew Tes.u 1 or so. many' years during nis li.e, 

It will be handled'with great understanding. 

X hope tnat y'ou may' nave some interest in the worK wnlcn X 
have initiated on benalf of Dr. Tesla. There are many matters 
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, that you 
are the Mr. Scherff related to the Tesla story. I would-be 
most nappy to near from you at your earliest convenience, and 
will send you all publications of the organization if you wish 
to receive tr.em. 


Very truly yourB, 
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Un.versity Station, Box 135 |; ■ 

MINNEAPOLIS • 14 • MINNESOf'JII 

To Those Who Are Interested In the Life and Work of 

Dh- NIKOLA TESLA 


J 


Following the death of Dr. Nikola Tesla on the 7th of l?d 

Mr. John J. O^Nelll, former Science Editor of the N*-v Xot*. .rlou..e. 


presented the biography 


PiiODIGAL GENIUS 
The Life of Nikola Tesla 


a memorable tribute to one of the most outstanding figures irdns en¬ 
tire field of electrical science.. Many reading this biography yarned 
of Nikola Te 3 la for the first time.. despite his nonumentcus acn.e aments 
with which he hf>o von world-v.’idc acclaim in scier.to.iic c.rcles Even 
?tose SiSselv with «* fie Ms of science uaS englneerlcg dls- 

covered s rev&’-KaPle story riot Kncwn o. .i.-, br.l..nn. 

?esla whtsa sensitive personsUty nr.A seclusion Kept his farce In a steeow 

tv,o TFS 1 A-. JitTLPNATICfiAb organisation is being established in the 
United* States in name and amor of Dr, Nikola Tesla by those spring a 
mutual interest In his life and works. The erganizadon^has as - .3 
cbjeotivo the promulgation of tne truth auout n.*.o~a .eo.a, a fu,^ 

recognition be made for his unparalleled research wor^on tne *cta 

of currents of high frequency ana ragh pat«n^a.., m de 

ments In the realms of polyphase paver transmission^ann^e recommurucu... 

It would be the duty of the organization to co al- 

name of Tesla win In the ey ; s of tne nation the fane a ; e ^-‘ /x ^U o a 
great American for his contributions to science, mdusorj, and to th.s 

country. 


A journal of the TESLA- 
nlng the month of November, 
historical interest rdatc-d 

1) A formal roster of all 


INTEL’’ATJOMAN organisation was Issued begin 
t re tduitioii to Items of rec nt anc 
Xc Z'-: tr.e journal will induce 
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-:r.o have ar. Interest In the dec 
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ts activities 
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An opportunity of er.it . •rial . 
through the medium of tne jou-nar, 

A comprehensive bibld ;ra : .:E cd listing of ad available -dmc 
concerning Tesla, whlco would include a cataloging d_ b ; r ; r ; j ?V? 
collections of Tesliana not pen-.rally Known nucu a xd ;; n will 
be of particular importance to rcrolars In the resoaren ---- 


U 


A presentation of hitherto unpublished writings and analyzes of 
Tosla s technical research at .dl 


r> a£ toeone avallaf.e 


Th° Journal of the TESLA-I NTd.NAT IUNAL organization will be forth¬ 
coming at intervals of Is - 2 months. Subscription rate is $1.00 for 
10 Issues. Membership In t.no TLSLr.-I.NTmWtATIONAL organl?at*cn 3.3 con¬ 
current with subscription to the* Journal. 
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Lcland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 



Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


February 12, 1953 


Dear Mr. Scherff, 


It was so very rewarding to receive your reply concerning Dr. Kilola 
Tesla... I have initiated an undertaking on benaif of Tesla because 
I feel that In all right and Justice sonething should be done to 
oerpetuate the name of Tesla and see to It trat his name ba comes a 
part of the heritage of this nation. A great task per:u»ps, but as 
time goes on I uelleve the name of Tesxa wlui become more signilleant 
in scientific developments. I hope that you may nave an interest In 
the organization which I ra.ve proposed and estaoiished, and I will 
be honored to have you as a member. The organization la presently 
set up on the basis of tnose having a mutuax interest in Tesua, with 
a free exchange of information between members. Tne first two Issues 
of the journal of tne organization are being s^-nt to you und-r separate 
cover, ana snouid reach you in a day or two. 


Some other members which may be of Interest to 


you are; Muriel arbus, 

Dorotny Skerrltt, Kenneth Swezey and Vi. W. Vviinelm. The recent deaths 
of John O'Neill and Edwin Armstrong were very unexpected, and if Is 
with a great sadness tnat I received the news ana loss of t;.ese two 
members. 


Do you know If Mr. Lowenstlen nad a daughter? The reason I ask is 
that a woman visited Mr. O'Neill Defcre r.is aeath and tulri nlm that 
sne inherited a great amount of Tesiiana fro.:; ner fatner - wuom I pre¬ 
sume to be Mr. Lowenstlen. Tnls woman was a:raid of disclosing tne 
information by reason of her mistaken notion and fear that she wou.d 
rudely be raided by the army. You see Mr. O'Neill related to ner 
that a few army officials visited his no me .wl.ta insistent requests 
for information. Of course ail tnls sort of government interest was 
aroused by Tesla's "Death-Ray" rumors, p.ayec up oy enterprising 
Journalists. Well, tne result of all this is tnat she refused to 
give Mr. O'Neill her married name - only that she mar-led a Siamese 
prince no less, and moved to some mid-western city. If tnls woman 
has the amount of material tnat Mr. O'Neill intimated, it wouxd cer¬ 
tainly be important to locate ner. 


I believe that one of tne valuable efforts of t-.r Tos-a organization 
would be to catalog every piece of information concerning Tes-a. I 
have mane a beginning effort along tnls line, ana I no tnat oefore 
too long all collections of Tesiiana may be xocated, cataloged, and 
reproduced for fear of eventual loss. Through Mary A. Benjamin (of 
Walter R. Eenjamln Autographs In Hew York) I nave obtained a number 
of significant Items of correspondence oetww a Tesla and Robert U. 
Johnson. Tne entire' collection of correspondence with Mr. Johnson 

numbers In excess of 70 pieces. I snare this collection with Mrs. 
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Lcland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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to learn wnether you nave co-icctec. any rri e rr. e nuoes, 
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to _ocate a copy of tne brochure which Tes_a Issued the 


For a Icn^r wni le 1 nave 

r. 
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ary. 


IS-C 4 . It carr.e 1:. a large square envelope 
M ;a r.j r; ~ a , a rv:e red. wax seal with t:.e initials stamped thereo 

'uiie a number of tnem. were distributed throughout New York and 
o' 2 _ v,. >•• »>_q Tesla enterprise in an effort to secu.* e linanclal 
v.^Q/gr-p- *'or t.-.e tower and sower plant erected at ardenciy ‘ Te, Long 

You no douct know of tne brochure of which I speak. I 
would be interesting to reproduce this brochure and dls- 
anonr~ tne m.enoers of tne Tesla organization as a memento. 
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Beurlet g-19- gh eo acTalaj 
Be let forwarded to the Bureau I^toeUte 

which ware received and node available to JW affine By Oaorfe X, 
Bcberff, Jr. 

Thera' la returned herewith «ne se* of the Fhotoetate racai-rad 
hy the Bureau u enclosure* with your latter JnaawchM it eypeare 
this set was Intended for retention in your office file. 
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KENNETH M.SWEZE 

M! ! M ^RMATION CONTAINED 

.. . JS UNCLASSIFIED^ 

" VVE RY x^U/tZ.z 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover / / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


t art 
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i X 1 Mr. 

y I Mr. 




Mr. Pars-.*115- 


163 Milton 
Brooklyn 22, 

June 25 > 1t$ 1?. Wir.t r:- W< 



I Tele. IvO'.ni 
_ Mr. Ho!)' roan 
I Miss Gandy 
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Back in 1943, the local Alien Property 
' Custodian searched through^he belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, Nikolfies^ 

Storage Warehouse in TTew^ork i^y* vears so I 

naturalized American for more than fifty yearsj 0 ^ 

believe that the search was made on the grounds that f th 
orooertv was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tfsia 
neohew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovic had . 
been Minister of State under the King’s government, later 
becamfAmbassador to the United States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving 6 

According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. Philipfeittg^ er^, the Alien Property 
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. ?> I h-ve 
a letter from the Office 6f Alien Property, dated ^rch 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. /s/y 

In gathering material to help. 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birt ay 

next year-which will be participated in by le J d J n S 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, an 

-i word ti ps _I have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla’s solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 

that search. 

As a friend who had known Tesla well , 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic ift^ 
Tpci a t s room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day £ e d ^ed£/K_ 
I slfe eroert ^“called in to unlock Tesla's safe. Arfong 
i ' t _ con tents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
SetSgs wMch ? had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
birthday! a hunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. *e kept 
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the ti* 

to the assistant manager of the hotel and late 
, , Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but 

/ fib everything else, including the medal and_the y > 

If replaced and the safe was RECORDED ~ 82 / ^0 ^ 

^■y-C •• -' Except when it wfs iJ®£RBd % 

Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened an$jl £t^ 

•r*'£.h -7 r - 

fif JL"- 11 ’955 ' JU^ 27 1955 
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an /ed in Belgrade (where Tes^ .'s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr Kosanovic? According to his former secretary, ooth 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The key 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe, the med^l 

was never found. 

I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. KosanoviC had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American institute of Electrical 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated. 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 

for it. 

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla -probably 

more than any other one man helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison neaal 
was the only material evidence left of this country s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeared 

_to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen 

overseas for whom he had done nothing-seems a tragic 

denotement. / . \ 

~~ ^Tohi^'Neill, in^his biography of Tesla, states that 

I the FBI broke" into Tesla’s safe on the day he died, anu _ 
an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this, i 
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FB_ 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
I the latter’s search in the warehouse. 

If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 

I might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what couid 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, 1 have 
no hope P that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement 
St fSture bifgraphers might be spared a lot of wild guessan. 
X and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 
i \whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen—ana who 
might have been responsible. 

With best regards and sincere appreciation for any help 
you can give, 


Sincerely, 





('-A 




Kenneth M^Swezey h ■ 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month s 
magazine which outlines Tesla's contribution to the electric 
power industry. , 




Strange Genius 


A sk any croup of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list— 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo¬ 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen¬ 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer¬ 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real¬ 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago Worlds Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen¬ 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly¬ 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com¬ 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro¬ 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce¬ 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per¬ 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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Largely thru a young American, engineer s efforts, the 
world today is re-scanning .the record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola Tesla . Of. late, even the big-tiAie 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas¬ 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 

The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time 
Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a 
pauper is Leland -Rf***^p^lersop. head of the Tesla Society, 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. 

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 

Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in¬ 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issue'd thru his TESLIAN pub¬ 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a! 
fascinating editorial, "Strange Genius”, by the POWER mag¬ 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi¬ 
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system^ / 
described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event in| ^—p^cOROKO 
all engineering history.” 13 o . ; J 55 

Editorialis t Louis l\Bowler, according to the TIESLIAN. 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla s im¬ 
portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity 
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing,'he suggests: "It 
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora¬ 
tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla’s birth (July 10, 

1*956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely 
genius who changed our world for the better. . 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre¬ 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. 
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Office 'M.em mdum • united sifrEs government 


TO t L. V. BOARDUAN 


raoM »x. E. BE. 


i 


IUBJBCT: hi KOLA TESLA 



datb: June 29, 1955 

ALL INFORMATION G0?!TAIf!LD 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS'RD 

date v-i-a 



JmSwImSm - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESFIONAO. 
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NikolaTe.laa notice * °JT 

inventor who died in JL a u dated 6-25-55 Kenneth U. Swe^ey, 

years. In attached to fcelp in a 

Brooklyn, Hew York, f Te3la 9 > 3 hundredth birth anniversary in 

nation-wide commemoration of Te31 . Tesla's safe was opened by 

19 56. Sw.N.y-reIaU. he contra thereafter 

friends after his death and United States Alien Property 

replaced and ihen impounded by the n~i a rade Yugoslavia, to be 

Custodian. Liter the safe removed to Belgrad J* u ' ld 

Unstalled id7* Tesla Museum. **”'"9/locate the 
'Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey 1 k 9 (QAp) that 

»edal and ha. been “^.pVta^ He las Lari, the 

GAP held none of Tesla s property. erfects while in storage, and 
FBI assisted OAF in handling ' ’ ’ 5 fti» in locating the 

accordingly, he J B f Assistance to OAF Sweeey mentions that in the 

Tesla biography ("The Fndigal «;»J« ;„f fj ° y d i.d (j-9-43 to 

was stated FBI broke into Tee swesev notes this same comment 

protact °°' , ‘ e "tcl{'7"r*"*S«niuo' Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks 

Yn P ?h?Ale^: ‘"cZ'onel." *-.«, ™ “* YellV "" 

^YVctTeX T P Tnre%ZeT'Y V akoice it 

Lmoer of Communist^ nems^pe{* friend of . ^ 

..ported OF member and ^^f^r dllTle Bureau . 

UgHbll pr^edlre 3 . ATs’ldU/ed no such data available for publication. 
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Memorandum For Mr* Boardman 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That the attached letter be sent to Swesrey 
'dtd not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter Jaa T handled by OAF. Therefore, Bare** unable to be of 
o ssistanee; that no action to taken relative to Sinks 

n Coronet" article • 


comment in 




I / 1 




$ 


2 


- " Fin .*. 1 "W ■!!!!■ ITT 


I WI.JBM 


- - ... Belmont 

'‘fr. Boardmcn 



June 30, 1955 


« • 


INFORMATION CONTAINED 


\£-~ 

Mr. Zenneth sey 

163 Milton Str eet 
Brooklyn 33, M8W Perk 



Dear Ur. Smesept 


/ 


Uith reference to your letter of JunjT\2S, 
1955, our ftlee dteoloee the effects of Mikol£^Tes^i 
mere taken into custody after hie death by the Office 
of Alien Property and not by this Bureau. 

Since me did not participate in the 
handling of Ur. Tesla'a effects, me are unable to 
supply the information you requested. 

Sincerely yours. 




Tolsoo 


Nicbols 

Belnocx 

Hat bo_ 

Mohr_ 

Pkrtoos 
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Tele. Room 
Holloa* n 
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John Edgar Boover , 

recorded - a’ p VT e * .12) £ i r ( ~ 

MS™ - » " a4 JUL 1 ,955 , 

A cover memorandum \)Mob B elmon t toman 
'ed by ETB:jaa on 6-29-55 ^FTfonnection with 
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was prepared 
this outgoing mail. 

Bufiles contain no derogatory data- r,e corres¬ 
pondent; reflect only that he was close friend^apgf^ 
admirer of Tesla. \ .... 
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Or* 


August 1, 1955. 


Mr. T. ndgar Hoover, 

Federal bureau of Investigation, 
''s. suing ton, n. • 


Dear “ : r. Hoover: 


In his booh, ’’Prodigal 
•j O’Heil says, on page 
room, opened his steel 
contained. 


o 

Genius”, The Life of iiihola Tesla, ‘■•-v • -<ohn 
277, that the F.B.I. went to Tesla’s hotel 
safe and removed from it, the papers it 


H’as there ever any publication of v/hat these papers containea? If 
so, could you inform me where I might obtain a copy of such 

publication? 


if there was no 
1 7 years, v.'oul d 


publication of the Safe’s content, 
it be improper to publish them? 


after more than 


;here was no publication of the safe’s content, buo th-i e w 
(articular secrets found there in, could you inform me wher 


if t: 

no pa: . . . 

might learn what the safe contained? 

An-' information or. tnis matter "rill De appreciated 


^ O 
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e I 


Thanh you for your trouble. 
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♦ t 1955, has 

6 „„ recet££ "J*i“*S?Ui*A5*-^vUS*H5*-»» 

r^t//.c*^Ai7i a js^««‘»/ prop,r “' ond 

ffst‘* is , “ re0 “ - .. irote („ the hondli-P 

W c« .. -« “e n^r/to —J, the 

, Ur Teela'e •/ foots 1.5* 

Ynfornotion you reoueeted. 

lfl ^ re...r<lV VO« r *' 
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re^ Si 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Boover 
Streetdr 
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yOTE: Bufiles he/Ject ho ^*°°^ na i £eeur11^S<“‘ ^j 

H tVP‘ r'tno'etStlor »"9 U ‘C** , I (“ ir^ Board van dat ' d YT death 

Cower »e»° / r<> * „r'thte matter which 0 i^Yaii mas not 

setout hc=* 9 ro«» d ^ectr.col.hweh^r^ >o/< 

involved ihthi.hhtt^ , #/ Alien r 

ttoned w®e done oy // 
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Hr. . ohm ndgar 

Hoover, 

Federal bureau 

Of Invest! 

■la suing tor To, 

—> r\ 

* y « ✓ • 

Dear LL i-. Hoover 

■ • 

• 


September 10., 


X • 


(s 



Hcf erir.g to my letter 
to me, ^August 11th., r 
Hikola^Tesla. 


to you August first, 
eletive to the matter 


this year - your letter 
of the papers of Ur. 


On August 26, I v;rote the office of Alien Property regarding this 
matter, indicating that I had received the information from you 
that it was their department which had taken the -^esla Property 
into custody - not yours.- 


I have a letter 
Humber KGK:H SIX: 
’'never had custo 


from Hr. Henry G. Hilken - that Department - File 
elk 017-3563, in which I am told that office 
Gy, nor has vested, any property of Uikola Tesla" 








As I began this matter with you - because it ’was stated in Ur. 
O’lleill^s bool: that it was your department who opened Tesla’s safe £ 
I am wondering if you have any further suggestions along lines I\> 


might fellow 


to obtain some information in this regard? 


Than!: vou for your time and trouble. 
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ai ! information contained 

herein is unclass^ 


Dea 


v. I have received your letter dated September 10, 
1955.i* 
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As you were adoited by my letter of August 11, 
55, this Bureau was not connected in any respect with 
e accuisition or custody of the effects of hikola Tesla, 


and it is therefore not possible to furnish you any 
additional information . 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Boover 
Director 
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o the Office of 
eported to hove 
assumed custody of Tesla f s effects subseoueat to his deai 
(65-47953-6) 


By letter 8-11-55, we referred 
Alien Property, which Office wa 
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(P ,ease fill out this form and mail to the address »pp«ri» e below.) 

THE TESEA SOCIETY 

• _ _ 

University Statidn. Box 135 
Minneapolis 14. Minnesota 


(dale) 


(city & state) 


I 

i 

I 


Hon. Arthur E. Summerfield • 

Postmaster General, Postofficc Dept- j 

Washington, D. C. j 

“"iis'. xs ±2 Si« 1 S 

country have greatly inspire eng world pre-eminence, 

terns helped create an American eonomy f ommem0 rative stamp 

We respectfully request issuance of a 19S6 com 
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla s birth (1856-1943). 

' ‘(signed) ---- 
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The Geni us 

PiM-Ahwc 
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by Alfred H. Sinks 

Nikola Tesla was o great inventor— 
and olio a prophet without hono r 


lOUS 


in th e Hotel New W orker wh ere, 

late the night before, a chamber¬ 


maid had discov crcd the body of 
Nikola Tesla T (lead at 86. regarde d 
bv many as t he greatest scientific 
genius of his time . 

For years, Tesla had been making 
scientific predictions so fantastic as 
to be literally out of this world. Of 
late he had been working—or so he 
said—on revolutionary new weap¬ 
ons powerful enough to annihilate 
armies at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the story might—incredible as it 
sounded—be true. The ol d man 's 
safe might hold t hese se crets, and 

junf, loCf 




the Government could not risk tlie 
c hance of enem y spies s_ctting there 

Hal f hoping to fin d something 
w hicTi wo uld br ing a sudden and 
decis ive end to eWorld War II, the 

_G-JPW bryteo££ n tlic dwd.mpns 
st rong box . If anything of impor¬ 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Yet, their quick aclion was n o¬ 
tified, for you could~never be sure 
alxmt Tesla, one of the stran ;ot 
mrn whp ever live d Most people 
took him with a gram of salt, yt 
no serin us_scicntist dared_shrii ^ 
awav his c horns as nonsense. Not 
afuT Tlmm as Edison tried it and 
Tesla proved hi m wro ng. 

The worId's”lcadiiig physicists 
and electrical engineers had to cat 
crow back in the 1880s when Tesla 
solved a problem they had thought 
impossible. That one accomplish¬ 
ment—the invention of a practical 
alternating-current motor and gen- 
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rrator—put_resin's nanu 


the w or M! s top se Tej 

Trom his iiivrnt|^_, r ,. liib lllt 
imltisirinJ l or with¬ 

out his alternating current, tlierc 
would hr no mass pn«(uction of 
automobiles, aircraft, refrigerntors; 
no threat water-power dams and 
generating plants, no Dirsel-clcctric 
trains; we could not have developed 
radio, television or atomic power. 

Tk£-Air.r ct current that p.^isnn 
worked with — a fee h ie forre at lie s t 
— Could be..sent po more t han a 
CQiipIr aLl-lilks. over wires I Kra use 
its j»owrr_leakejl a wa y rapidly_into 
the surroyndiu" ajmosphere. Lights 
near the power station might horn 
1 >? igfitly and steadily, hut those near 
the end of the line would he diin 
and fluttering. 

h;sla sold his hasir allernat ing- 
r r »,?,nent pat ents in_]KHK. for a_mil- 
I Li on doll.n s (|du ii. By IK'Jt, the first 
J grrat power st ati on a t Niagara Tails 
hyd hern _builf, and hy tlie end of 
two more Tesla generators 
had been installed. Within a few 
>ears, jl, r p.ic(* of life over half the 

earth had changed from a crawl to 
.1 fast gallop and it has been gath¬ 
ering speed ev er since. 


amoi^vorne was an "engine" powered bv 
16 June Ijurs. harnessed in sets of 
; l>rans the four to spokrs which radiated from 

flip rlnvp doff 


r I^ -M VV W Hr \ l;y his h iillianl 

■ idea tif a “rotating magnetic 
changed dle fare nfihe eart h 
•tnd the living habits of the human 
C*ltC was a ^'rpat,l>orn In | 857 in 
Stmljan, a village in what is now 
^ ""‘‘davia, but was then part of the 
oltl Austro-1 Bulgarian Fmpiie. 

When lie was afiout si\, Nikola 
I esla s father, the village priest, 
was transferred to a larger parish 
in the city of CJnspic. 1 here, the 
lad grew up and perfected his ear- 
lirst “inventions.** Of these*, his fa- 

1 ](, 


the drive shaft. 

-Nikola was a frail lad. often ill- 
«ami hc^jTcarix^ njJ^rnfl I mnT7 7^ 
muchjending. He read cver v .h;^7 
hec.mM g ejjiis hands on f not „rm - 
scicnsc I.i?!_nl sp 

ph>v_h^o^Jnerature. fe y the to~ 
he finished high school, he was flu¬ 
ent in French, German and Italian 
as well as his native Serbo-Croat! 

He got his schooling—the l>cst 
his doting family could afford— at 
Gospic, OarJsincJt, Gratz, the Uni- 
versity of Prague and, finally il( 
Budapest. At the University, he saw 
his first electric motor, a new type 
direct-current affair whose brushes 
and commutators sent out showers 
of crackling blur sparks. 

“If we got rid of those brushes 
and commutators, with all that 
noise and loss of cnergv, we’d have 
a much better motor,” Nikola told 
his professor. “Perhaps it might be 
clone with an alternating current." 

“Nonsense!" barked the profes¬ 
sor. “An alternating current would 
never run anything. Y ou’re not t} ie 
brilliant student 1 thought you 
w ere^ 1urge Hi l^ 

But 1 es la could n ot forg et. The 
ten rher*s ridicule only stamped thr 
idea indelibly onhis brain. It be- 
eame ,Tn obsession,'a passion - how 
to make an alternating current 
drive a motor. In even* idle mo¬ 
ment, wherever he went, he wrestled 
with this problem. 

1 < s l a's mind had an \ in usi i. 1 1 
t wist. .\Tmns i Iroui infanev. he had 
ln*<* n . i f * I < ‘ lo see things in fiis mind's 
eye,so \ i\ Id ly — and in surh~minute 

cU’Kiii_tha t often lie had Trouble 

telli ng the rc arfromThe imaginary. 

cmuiM: r 































































Where the average engineer or 
inventor would reach instinctively 
for drawing Ixxird, paper and pen¬ 
cil, Tesla would s imply switch o n 
that unc anny magic lantern inside 
h is brain, life wo uld Tix a mrn t. 1 1 
i mage there . Then he would alter 
this detail or that, discard one plan, 
try another, without e ver put ling a 
line on paper. 

Years later—from these mental 
images alone—hr could gi ve h is 
workmen exact instructions on how 


to huHtTeach p.irtUT a new dev ice, 
tliough it was unlike anything ever 
seen before. 

Thus, needing no drafting room 
and few lalxiratory conveniences to 
work on an idea, Tesla could use 
ever)- spare minute that he had to 
test and rev ise his theory of alter¬ 
nating current. 

H is first real joh was man ager 
of a new ly organized telephone 
com pany in liujapcst. But tele¬ 
phone circuits were dull stuflT com¬ 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea. He mo ved to Paris 
where he became a kind of general 
trouble-shooter for the Coimncntul 


E JIs(7n~Compa ny. 

His lira in was still chipping away 
at his big problem* Tnit trie trouble 


was, frc~co~u TJV i share it with 
trained men who might hav e helped 
hi m work it out. For wheneve r he 


June, 19 55 


m entioned alternating cu rrent loan 
cl cclrir;il rnqinrrr, ific nmr^TmlH 

li'nk at him asjliougli lie ucrc 
crazy. ~ 

Pot j )]£!\S ame dig HinjIjqnAihcn 
he knew he had solve**! it Hi- %, ,« 

walking with ajrirruljn the Buis dr 
Brndn^ne^ SuddvjlljvJic^LLupp^d 
shfirl_ai_uj beg an jabbing wip. hi, 

SpUL in 

trie air. 

^t*e~ iMvorksP he shonn -d. “1 t 
is the rotating m.tgiirtl7'f»»l«l which 
causes the armature to turn. It pulls 
the iiiagnets arminil with it, causing 
the shaft to revolve. As I oscillate 
this switch, causing the current 1 ,> 
flow first in one direction, then the 
other . . 

Never mind what his friend 
thought. Tesla had the answer. 

At thcofTicc, lus colleagues scuffed 
or looked blank. But the manager, 
listening to the outpourings of 
scientific jargon, suddenly thoi ««»»• 
of his f toss back in t he United Slates, 
inhere )rrtr some* truth i 


C roat said, st i relv the famous efet- 
triea l wiz ard would bc”s7n.»rt 
cnougirio see rr ' " 

So he ga_yc Tesla ji letter of in- 
trothyctiou _fo Thomas Edison and 
urged him to try his luck in Atner- 
Ica. Th us T csTa, now 27, arri ved 
i n New York . He was handsome, 
over six-feet-two, with a distin¬ 
guished head and deep-set blue 
eyes. His Slavic face was broad 
across the ch eekbones, his dark hair 
thick, his chin sharply pointed. Of 
worldly goods, he had the clothes 
on his back, four cents in_£jtsl), the 
lett er to E dison , and the id ea wh ich 
was tu du imiuhc. w orld. 

Edison thought levs t h an not hing 
of the id ea. It seemed so prepos¬ 
terous that he wouldn't even listen 
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—and, of course, T 
drawings with which | 
vinrr him. Rut Ediso 


had no 
to con- 
rvc Turn a 


.[s an engineer and Ed ison needed 

trained men . . , 

Busy with routine electrical work, 
Tesla waited nearly three years for 
a chance to turn his mental linage 
into an actual motor he could show 
u, others. In 1887, he was able to 
borrow enough money to start jus 
own lalioratory, and, the^foJJmsjng 
vr. ir the allern.i^LPg-CUUcm motor 
find venerat or were D raCU£*lLrcah- 
•. ^--^ntli^on-Kak -thuuBh 
much practical engineering would 
Mill be needed to fit them to com¬ 
mercial use. 

Cyt.r^e Westing housc, another 
i nvrnu^ was th e fi rst t o sec tluir 
value, lie bought llte patents and 
gavc*Tcsla a job as engineer in his 

Pittsburgh factory. . 

But Tesla couldn't get along with 
die other Westinghouse engineers. 
I roin his standpoint, the alternat¬ 
ing-current job was done. Even 
“schoolboys" could now iron out 
the few remaining kinks. Mean¬ 
time, his Inain had started to hatch 
c\ i n bigger dreams. He went bac k 
m hi* laboratory in New York . 

“Be alone — ° he oiucTold a 


srienre^vntrrT u TTiTt NTlie^seeHM of 
inventio n. Be alone— thj -Fs^ulKn.' 
threat ideas are Imrii- V 

k 1i i\ k HF. \v\s. Tn tlu > years that 
A f..HinvetlT^l csla ha d many ad- 
mirine 'acquain tances. TmTstTEm) 
alrujid- Mn bis mother. 

.m e ver entered! his lK LLSUllili ldt^- 
1 |j* manner toward other s_was 
r nn 1 i >l but r eserve d, dbhlllL 
word s were Tis if utt ered by *utte 
god,' s itting on an Olympus high 


t lovc the res t of human ity. Backed 
y his fame, those words made a 
tremendous impression. 

Ur lectured at every scientific 
renter in this count ry and itTall the^ 
im portan T " cap itals ab road. Things 
which, "as yet, existed only inside 
that amazing brain of his were so 
real to him, he made them real 
to his listeners. 

He described radar and ra dio 
l,r,'-wtr istin e and even televisio n. 
He advocated electro-therapy. He 
foresaw a day when man would 
control nature in every respect— 
even the weather—when machines 
of all kinds, and the power to run 
them, would be so cheap that pov¬ 
erty would vanish from the world. 

Without wanting lo be, Tesla 
waTa sujH ib ..clm-NTT^TIlistening 
to him and seeing his wonders, au¬ 
diences were ready to believe nearly 
anything. 

Tesla reasoned that you could 
sell electric power cheap if you 
could do awav with the millions of 
poles and insulators, the millions of 
tons of copper wire used to transmit 
it from place to place. He thought 
he knew how to do it and J«■ P - 
Morgan b arked him w ith S^OOjUtO. 

On Lotig Isl.irnl, Te sla 1 >ui 11_a 
h uge po we r pl a nt wi tli _ a 1 54-h h_) t 
S t eel - r i 1 >bed l owe r topped b\ an 
enormous iimshriHim-shapcd cop¬ 
per dome. From this dome he 
planned toT>omb.ird the earth scrust 
with millions of volts of electric 
energy. T lie power so added to the 
earth's permanent charge could be 
drained o(T at some other |>oinl 
any point—on the earth s surface. 
Thus, it would be possible for elec¬ 
tric power to be sent anywhere 
without conduits, poles or wires. Or 
so he thought, until he tric'd it. 
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nounced that hr cuuld abolish wa r. 

The inventor hnd dcshyied a 
small, inexpensive, radio-c^^Ulcd 
boat which, through its Hissed 
ability to destroy the biggest battle¬ 
ships, would make great navies use¬ 
less. N ot man y years l ater, he was 
talking of another super-weapon^ a 
“ dea t h ray H TvTnch wouldTann ihi- 
l ate whole arm iesT 

Vet Tesla never suspected that 
th e real super- weap on of the fut ure 
wo uld come front atomic fission. 
For Einstein's tjasic notion which 
led to smashing the atom, he had 
only ridicule. Alone in his middle 
age, he had fallen out of step with 
the world’s great thinker. 

Not all Tcsla’s Jater inventions 
were fantastic. Some, like his in¬ 
duction coils and oscillators, and 
pioneer work on “tuned” electrical 
circuits, were highly important. 

Though he never, succeeded in 
transmitting power without wires 
on a big scale, he iU<[_ pro\e that a 
single whe is enough. And sonic of 
his brilliant prophecies inspired the 
more plodding scientists to work out 
the practical problems of induction 
heating, radio-telephone, radar and 
many other electronic marvels of 
today. 

But as he grew older, lie with- 


drr^ furthe r anj_fun h c r_ w it h . 
firBpnOTTs S’ range prophecies 
souWrea like a voice from another 
planet. For companions hip now. 
the old man h a d o nly his dreams* 
and they grew stranger wTth the 
years. Completely alone at l ;ts t .1 
s tooped^ gauntTig ure w ith tliiu T Jj|. 
very Tia irHic used to slip'fro m his 
hotel room, bu y a hag of birdst-et| 
a nd trudge slow ly over to a park 
where htmdreds of pigeons awaited 
Inm. These were lus friends' They 
nccdcJ"hiin t though tfie^w orld did 
n ot. 

When he grew too ill to go out, 
each day he sent a Western Union 
messenger to the park. After feed¬ 
ing the birds, the Im>\ was instructed 
to see if any of them seemed sick. 
If so, he was to bring them back to 
Tesla’s room where the inventor 
would nui*sc them gently back to 
health. 

Perhaps this sad little labor of 
love sh owed t h at the ma n who 
c hang ed the world had , at last } dis¬ 
cover ed a great truth. Perhaps he 
knew now that The greaies^power 
f or ^ooJTies not m lonel y thought 
but In a human heart pulsating — 

. i ; ■ | r-- rr — ‘ j-r —«— , , — 7 . 

like his own tuned circuits —in 
t unc with the beansjd Ins fellow- 
men . Or did FIc~ e ver know ? Vo u 
could never b e sure about Icsla. 


Winnie Wil 

I n THE early 1920s, when Winston Churchill lud offended l#>ih his 
own supjxirtrrs and the political opjHisition, the late George Be rnard 
Shaw wrote him: “1 enclose* two vouchers for tin* premidrr of my new 
plav. for yourself and a friend— if any.** 

Back to the playwright promptly came the theater cheeks with this 
note from “Winnie”: “1 regret 1 am unable to attend the premiere of 
your new play. Please send inc two vouchers fur the second p rformanee 
— if any.*’ *inc»u»w mi (firt-uw 
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At long last Serbians—American and Canadian 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of 

bia s greatest sons. # . _ 

For the world*wide Centennial celebration of D 

Nikolfr-Tesla^ birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to met a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Ill. 

Steps looking towards that end were taken at the recent 
SNFfcpnvention following the reading qf by President 

Mil^Kadakovich fr om Hi® Grace, Bishpf^^icolai. As the uni¬ 
ter satly-renowped churchman stated^ erection of a< suitable 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . And that he 
was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX clergy¬ 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika. 

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian orgariizati 
the United States and Canada? He naturally looked to the 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu 
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat 1 Defense and 

Jedinstvo beneficial society. 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was taken^ip among the delegates-and 
Quests, kinsmen Mil o ^Konj eyich of Joliet, I1L, giving 
$200. It is probable tCat the balance of the needed $3 AAn 
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. £ 

And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr. Tesla, 
Bishop Nicolai suggested^imilar-like monument hon/or the 
memory of Dr. Mil^i^upin, also a world-renowned scientist, 
author and educator. 

This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts' 






INDEXED - 36 


600CT7 1 




"AMERICAN SRB0BRAN" 
September 28, 1955 
Pittsburgh, Pa # 






\ 




, i*"-nD»«A T!;v '= CONTAINED 


jWC 


9-3?M. - 


r' / 



/ 


NF Ovens Drive for Tesla Memorial all _ _ 

Wooo PUBLIC AH) sought; 

* . . _ 41 


PITTSBURGH. PA — The Serb 
Nat'l Federation Executive Board 
has acted quickly to implement a 
Convention decision to honor the 
mew^y of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 
nls ■Yes la. 

At its first meeting of Octo¬ 
ber 8. the Board drafted *a resolu- 
tion calling on all SNF members 
and good Serbians to help fi¬ 
nance a memorial project fer the 
late scientist-inventor genius. 

This would stand be ! ore the 
entrance of the Monastery in 




jjarv monies und complete the 
project in time for the world¬ 
wide Centennial j celebration for 
the genius next year. 

• Spearheading tfyc movement for 
recognition, especially atm o n g 
American elements, is the lTESLA, 
SOCIETY, founded by scientist- 
engineer Leland y\ndcrson. fe fanat¬ 
ical admirer of tfu* late Dr. Nikola 

Tesla. % 

Mr. Anderson right now is con¬ 
ducting a search for a famous por¬ 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz¬ 
ard done at the turn of the century 


Liberty ville, WI. !W 

cit of the contemplated project, jin New ^oik. 

whiiA would clarion to the world j Scek ivf rssinr; Portrait 

that fc)r. Tesla was a Serbian, is ' n-rcr a TAN nub- 

estimated at S3000. The Co " ve "^°" j -atio^Mr "Anderson revealed the 
voted $1000 to the.cause.and1 .M j, Princ L vilma Lwoff- 

collection among 122 aeieKau.. 


collection among • ... • » 

yielded several hundred dollars ^™ Vrfopments. Mr. 

m Kmsman Milos \ K onjcvich of j 1916. the Princess 

.gave a reception ir her new studio 
! in New York especially to exhibit 

1 . . ... r w*: 1 _ 1 _ Tocln 


Joliet. Ill., gave $20 

Public Aid Sought 


Balance of the needed sum'll' her latest protrait of N^o, a Tcslrr 

befng sought thru good-will offer- An art.cle m he N^ORK 

ines of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 7. '»!*• 
ings OI me ^ the beliefs c> 


lace in the United States and Can- 

fund, similar to the one *be- 
* conducted to heln defray 
rtgage expenses on Shadeland. 
*|uis been established. 

It H hoped to raise the neces- 


‘It was one of the beliefs c 1 - 
Mr. Tesla that there was some¬ 
thing unlurkv 'about posine for a 
nicture and he new *at to anv 
before ha entered the st"dio nf 
the Prince*^. The room whi~h she 
h-d chosen did not h*\ve a sky- 


*• ■ ) 
light in it and the much desired 

North exposure was missing. 

“ ‘At the suggestion of Mr. TeSla. 
a cluster of powerful incandescents 
was put up in the corner of the 
ipartment and the rays, filtered 
♦hru blue glass, were Just the right 
Quality. The portrait was shown 
under the same illumination. 

At Ease for Sitting 
“ ‘Mr. Tesla, having aolved the 
problem of the artifical tun, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 

to his surroundings. 

•* ‘The painter was able to pro* 
ducc 'a likeness in which there 5 * 
no evidence that the subject wa j , 
conscious that anybody waj 
watching him., much len study- J 
ine his features from the other j 
side of the ease«l. 

“ ‘Among those who attended the 
[reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex¬ 
ander. Henry P. Davison, the 
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 

E. T. Isham.* ” i 

After the Princess died, in 1923.j 
her studio and all objects of art, 
wac sold rt huction. 

The Telsa portrait, 58x4* 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME imrarin* (JnW ipb 
and in the ELECTRICAL 
PFRIMFNTER (January 1W91. 
Mr. Andemon says. v * 

Its location is not now known. 
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Half of $3000 Costs 
For Statue Pledged 

Cadiz, O., Serb Gives $100 
For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of th$43000 fund goal for a statue 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola "tesla has been realized, the 

SNF announced today. | 

I In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 

*$ 1580 . 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 

for Serbians to do honor for the® 


memory of the noted electrical historians, writers, educators, 
wizard during the world-wide scientists, etc., would not be 
Centennial celebration planned misled, Bishop Nicolai believes, 
for the genius next year. Be that as it may. the SNFs 

goal is to amass the needed mon» 
In the w«ke of the pie*. jn , ime to erect , nd d«Ji c ,te 

voiced «t the recent 7th Con- ^ memolM before Te.la 

vention at Niagara Fall*, Can- Centennia | 

celebration ends. 

ada, the delegates approved a . 

$1000 gift from the SNF and | Donors and the amounts of 
decided to raise, by public their donations are as follows: 
grant, the balance of $2000. §NF 

A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjcvich 
122 grass-roots leaders of the So-^ Todor Drspch 

cietl raised another $450. Then. '* Petar Borovich 
at ifc first meeting October 5, the SNF Counsel N, Stone 


-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 
the^SNF appealed to the mem- ” Maxim Jakovac 
bership at large to fulfill the bal-; llija Janjanin 

ance required. V ^- ou ® a l ta 

I * ! it « t r j « t 


«N 


First Contribution $100 ^S| 

A scant 24 hours after the ap¬ 
peal was published in the Society s 
“Srbobran** organ last Wednes-. 
day. Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O.. > 
gave $ 100. {. 

The proposed memorial, a 
statue image, would be placed be-. 

• fore the entrance of the St. Sava ( 

■ Serbian Monastery in Libertyville.. 

! m. I 


$ 1000.00 
I 200.00 
50.00 
25.00 
25.00 

ich 20.00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
:h 10.00 


Maxim Jakovac 20.00 

llija Janjanin 20.00 

Lou Balta 10.00 

Jovan Vukcevlch 10.00^ 

Milan Kajganovich 10.00 

Stevan Rogulja 10.00 

Boedan Drain si ch 5.00 

Milan Tomich 5.00 

Todor Vuicich 5.00 

Djuro Lukich 5.00 

G. Sfoisavljevich 5.00 

R. Vukadinovich 5.00 

Janko Mrmich • 5.00 

Petar Maravich 5.00 

Mirko Baranin 5.00 






*, the delegate* approved a . 
000 gift from the SNF. and I 
cided to raise, * public 

tnt, the balance < 000. 

\ hand collection among the 
grass-root* leaders of the So- 
| raised another $450. Then.' 
L first meeting October 5, tha 
ly-elected Executive. Board of 
1 SNF appealed to the mem- ^ 
ship at large to fulfill the bal-j 
e required. j 

First Contribution $100 


wcinciiiiioi ccjcui«mwu c **'“**' 

Donors d the imounU of 
their donat* .4« are as follows: . 


\ scant 24 hours after the »P* 
tl was published in the Society s 
bobran** organ last Wednes-, 
/, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O.. 
e$IOO. j 

rhe proposed memorial, a • 
:ue image, would be placed be- j 
e the entrance of the St. Sava 
bian Monastery in Libertyville. 


“There ft would proclaim to 
ns of thousands of Serbian 
si tors annually that Nikola 
e*1a was elf Serbian immigrant 
ock arid son of a Serbian 
rthodox clergvman,” Bishop 
icolai declared. 

For half a century and more. 

• general American public has 
en misled anent the nationality 
the man who foretold the com- 
; of atomic energy power. 

Only recently, a orominent 
vmerlcan magazine listed hun, 
icorrectly, as of Croatian r 
tock. The mistake was subse- 
uentlv puhliclv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 
But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
■ors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 

The magazine publication, for 
lance. explained it obtained its 
r erence material from an anti- 
sted guide book. 

Since the misleading matter 
•re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine logi- 
Iv assumed it was factual. 

Erection cl? a bu*t statue. 
I*n listing Dr. Tesla*s da*e of 
trth. birthplace, etc.., 

•o»dd counter the old e»t»de 
nd make certain that future 


SNF $ 1000.00 

Delegate M. Konjevicji 200.00 
** Todor Dragich 50.00 

«r’* Petar Borovich 25.00* 

SNF Counad Nl Stuns * 25.00 
Delegate N. Stepanovich 20.00 
Maxim Jakovec 20.00 

Ilija lanjanin 20.00 

M Lou Balu V 10.00 
Jovan Vukcevlch 10.00^ 
Milan Kajganovich NXOO 
Stevan Rogulja 10.00 

Bogdan Draviaich 5.00 

Milan Tomich 5.00 

•* Todor Vuicich 5.00' 

I ** Djuro Lukich 5.00 

G. Stoiaavljevich 5.00 

R. Vukadinovlch 5.00 

Tanko Mrmich . 5.00 

Petar Maravich 5-00 

Mirko Baranin 5.00 

Stanko Jelich 5.00 


" * ★ ★ 

Prof. Anthony Tomovich 
( Edmonton, Alberta, 

Can.) 1 

Teta Andia Mamula 
( Pittsburgh) 

Martha Mamula Bjelosh 
( Pittsburgh) 1 

Sime Zelich (Cadiz, O.) 10 

M ; linko v Alexich, war invalid 
(Omaha. Nebr.) 

Total $ 1/ 


10.00 

5.00 

10.00 

100 . 0 " 


—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi¬ 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to th^. welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America. \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
pliXce, remembering Bishop Nikolai’s concluding remarks: 

“Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Sevbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle.” 
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23 June 56 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 




Gentlemen: 

During my senior year at Georgetown University I read .t t 

Biography of Nikoli Tesla, the book, entitled “^digal'^n ^? 
aescrlbed quite a few of Teaintfl roaigai Genius" 

haTdevXgi 5S^ a i? 4 .g.gS ^VlS^iSoS: 

f Oongre “ - 

\ 

1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla’s scientific papers? 

♦ 4 

2 ) f£ ?£* are they avall ®ble for public Inspection? 

If they were released, who has them? ct *°nr 



f.syssss , 4^i # isi: gs - sa 

power is connected by most people with "Death^La* 

“tSe a aSbj«t 8 . “ ade 11 " early lm P 088 ll) l« » 8 to find anyth^g 
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; INFORMATION contained 
ETEIN IS UNCLASSIFJED 

DATE_2-i££_B' 


June 29, 19S6 
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H, fo/i nste y- T 

Tour letter datod June 25, 1950, has been received, 
and In reaponae to your inquiry, 1 would like to advise that our 
files reflect that the effects of Ni kola Tes la were taken into enitody 

after his death by the Office of Alien Property and not by this Bureau, 

* . • . ? 

/ ■ 

Since we did not participate in the h a n dl in g of 
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information 
you requested. 



Sincerely yours, 


i 


John Edgar Hoover 

Director 
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Board ma n 
Nichols _ 
Belmont _ 

Harbo _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm _ 

SLzoo - 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal theyorfect 
spelling of Tesla's name as "NMi-" Bufiles reflect this type of^ejS^ hz 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answeifeg sSniJ^fr 
inqJtries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont ro *' 
Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the 
death of |££sia, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing his effects was done 
by jthe-Office of Alien Property. 
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Office TAen< 


TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


: government 

DATE: 7/25/57 



OM : 


r 

UBJECT: 


' * — J !* •’ f 

SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) 





NIKOLA ^ESLA (Deceased) 
IS -YU 


■ V 

,s - 




bit 

b 7 


[street. New York 

extraction^who hf oSer"to 

SStraSS^S. following **«Sgr “ * 

July 3* 19 57 ? J/AJ- d 

■Heated that a certain voman^d 

Mrs . MARGsfflPi^M who 0 l|r%f Seat 8lst Street, New 
JOHN, at the ^“^^eln ieaulng newslettere which 

dontalnljitfai^tio/pertainias to flying satire 

and**l^erplanetary^m^tte r s. ^ ,, c f ,. 7T >. 

Stated that in his opinion Mr. and 

* th e reputation and genius 

Mrs. STORM are- exploiting ^ of Yugoslav 

of NIKOLA TESLA deceased inv fame as a result of 

hl^inventions SfMU States. 

TESLA was t b0 «le 1 Unitid 3 St4te^ S in 1 l89U 1 

July, 1859 and ““Llced United States citizen. In 

and became a natural1^ __ c _ liK hting system and two 
1886 TESLA designed the arc gn and designed y 

I plan for the transmission^ ^“ overles and inventions 

inchded such fledd * t StallSq*iJ&tlon, radiant power and 
communication, ®l e ^ r - Aft i r 1900, communications ^ \ 

an^wireless ^f/transm^on occupi^o^of-. 5 s, 

his research. ,. SE 43 /Q 0 

S : ftt am&to' %»«&*, 
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NY 65-12290 


TESLA's only mil itary invention was-a. method 
to which he once eluded but ne^ar fully described. v • 
This'invention was a means whereby an impenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United 
States' borders which would render helpless any 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present 
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom.referred to it 
afterward. 


The "New York Times" dated 9/22/40^ ' 
carried an article setting forth Ni p DLAT TESLA 1 s plan for a 
"Death Ray". This article included information to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940, 
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM ^XMWRENCE 
that he was"ready to divulge to the United’States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
thasjrinciple embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmissioncf electrical power from a distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 

TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square ce$£8¥imeter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to castruct. TESLA stated that a dxen such 
plants located at strategic points along the fcbast, 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defend the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 

and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 
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TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he 
■ makes one Important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United. States Government 
and that was that should the United State Government 
•decide to take up his offer, he would go to work at 
once but that the United States Government would have 
to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer 
."no interference from experts." 


In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAWRENCE 
commented that With conditions as they were in 1940, 
and with the United States getting ready to spend 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA's 
great reputation as an inventor, who always was many- 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful 
consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE steted, in his opinion, 
the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 




The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. 

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7* 1943. 


Mrprovided a two page copy of the 
above mentionec^n^wsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
the Tesla SSt which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 193° 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM 
claim that TESLA's engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set until-after TESLA's death in 1943. Mr. add 
Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed inoopemtion 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 
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The Newsletter furnished by Mr 
the following names: < 



included 


kib 

b?C 


MARGffiT STORM 
JOHN STORM 

GEQRflirTAN TASSEL, Yucca Valley, 
DAiSpKY J- V - . 

GEORQfiU*ING, Londo n , Engl and 


California f< '/ 


The files of the New York Office contained^ 
no pertinent information regarding any of the f/ ■! 

above mentioned individuals. —2— —- ! 

': ■ r; # > ■■ o- 

Two photostatic copies of this newsletter 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Office^br information purposes. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
bear Sir: 


'i_ INFORMATION CONTAINED 

— rtv s;mo; roc^ prj 



r,> Ui ;b»Lf ■. 

• 7 “ 7-3-tp 

I an hopeful that you can’ help me obtain certain informatiori / /• 

on records and data, which belonged to br. H iKolaT e s 1 a. / 

He was an Electrical Engineer and prolific inventor 


He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of this country. 


The only information I cculu find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I. removed his papers for examination, 
and that the records were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 


nave utea uuxut, some 


own, which I believe 


V4i V-/ A 








L'CJ.1CVC a.tdy diu:ib 1/111; icxiiit: xxiltrio -it? JL U1 ir/^eU 

in certain of nis experiments. I also believe the development 
of his iceas would be in the interest of cur country regardless 
of who developes them. 


V. 


— m 

e along the same lines he followed 


If it is at all possible for me to hove access to 


at least some of his experimental work, I would certainly 
appreciate it. I aru not able, b<j reason of the vast finances 
which would be required, to conduct such experiments myself, 
so the data he made and collected would be invaluable. 



Of course, it is possible that his records do not 
contain material pertinent to his electronics v-brk, because 
from what I understand from reading about him, he kept most 
of his records in his head end wrote down very little of his 
data. 


It is also possible that some of his iceai are 
impractical, but I fe£l sure that certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades or even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. 

I would appreciate hearing from you on the .subject, 
if you have any infaemation pertaining to it, which ycu could 
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\H^r m HIP*** »rw w ,^v. : 
tfc* our files reflect that effects of jar. WfcdtoT^ were ^, v 

taken Into custody after hit death bf the Office of Ap^Pra***? 

- ;> :. -"tothe Department «f Juettceanriaot^y .%+ 
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Dr. Tesla’s effects, we are unable to supply the Information you 

requested. 
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iiOTE* Baffles reflect no record on cdrresjxnoid^ht. Btilffes Reflect above 
tvie of reply has been utilized in the past inaiiswering similar inguiries.^ 
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’ r forth back^rOund of ;this matter wt&h^cerned the 4eaib ofTesIa, 

k ^ electrical .inventor. Bureau >ejtfl;HOt involired in this *»|b»r, awu^Mpng 
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I«trif4ter dated Jmt 24, 1999, has beenreceived. 

* •*- *■■ • ^ v f . -. - ^ . . - r •-, • :- 


• . . * • 1 • ’ •* t :* 

■••bi response toyourfaCulry, |^rfflh ^ tint <wr 

Cites reflect that the effects rf iv. wans Impounded, 

after his death, by the Office Of Alien Property of fhatJepartrafinl 
of Justice and not by the FBL fitaee we did not psHlctpate In the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, we are jmabletd supply the v 
In forma tion you d es i re. 


W« * m : V i'ja i 







Tolson_ 

Belmont _ 

DeLoach_ 

McGuire _ 

Mohr _ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tarr.rri _ 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivq 
Tele. Rocn.l 
noiic.'.an _i. 
Gandy _ 


Sincerely yours. 
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John "Edgar g pwe r 

.Director 
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NOTE: Baffle 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
dlectrical inventor,' and at the time of his death. aQ. cf IQs personal 
papers and effects were believed dangeroos to the Country’s security if 
they fell into u n aut h o ri sed hands. The ^r pOisai OmSuB," ' 

John J« alleges that the FBItoed: over a certain safe and opened 

it, appr o p r i ating his property.;Baffles dearly indicate that Iff was the;' 
Office of Alien Property of theTfcpartment who did so, apd the above. I 
reply is forwarded in answer fVrelaled incomes. f ' * * 
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OPTIONAL f OSM NO. to 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


Tolsort 


TO 


MR. TROTTE 



/ date: 12-6-60 

' /Ah 


FROM 


subject: 


A. K. Bowl^ - ?/>^r /s0& / 0/'J C 

NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) U'%/) X % 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 




W.C. Sullivan >_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Ingram___ 

Gandy _ 


J V 



Boston, MUy^iUillUiieUs, leiepnonea Dec earner o ana was reierreu to Ident 
by switchboard^ecause he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased. tiH|feaid he is making a research study for Force 

on subject of ge^^Scs. 1118 deadline is ten dqys from now. HIHpaid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by Johnj/O’Neill entiuecH’Tne 
^Prodigal Genius ~ The Life of Nikola Tesla, ’’ whibh states the FBI took 
istody of papers from Tesla’s safe after his death in New York City in 
19lKL Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and invento^i^he 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York pty.^HHBre- 
questedimmediate access to Tesla'{^scientific works which ml^nea light 
onfllHBresearch study. I toldBHjj^Bwe would have somebody from 
oir^^^^Klffice contact him immediately. 


& 


i - 


■r, ) 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- 
70 ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI’s taking 

custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O’Neill's 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla’s writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Teslh’s effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart-^ 
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla’s effects. (File indicates that . 

representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's / 

possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final disposi¬ 
tion was made of Tesla’s possessions.) 


_A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 

^HHHtelephoned a gain to furnish me the exac^D^^n O’Neill’s book in 
Affine refers to the FBI. At that time I told^HJflpthe statement in the 
book was untrue — thatth^FBI had not examine^o^mken custody of Tesla’s 
papers. I suggested tofl^H^that he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary. )/£ o - <■? *2-5 7 ' J 


ACTION: 

For record. 

131960 

Bu file 100-2237 
1- Mr. Belmont 
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ayne, -inaiana 
February 14, 1961 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Information 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 


; r L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

: '~a;: is unclassified n 

CATE 7- J - JLB 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 

on Nikola ^esla. As I was collecting the material for my 

paner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 

department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 

that Tesla had c<-1 looted from his research in the field of 

electricity. This confiscation of his material was stated 

. Ter.* 5<0 1 Ve 1 / 

in the PRODIGAL GhNIUS by J. Jv'O'Neil, published in 1944 at 
New York city by ixashburn Inc. 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 

t 

any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per¬ 
mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co- 


4S* 


IS 


facts that may be helpful to you* 3 FEB 28 1961 

1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 
?. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 

?. ^ied on January 7, 1943 at New York city C£ 

Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have jay 
taken, I remain, ^ 
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h, 


;■ * . * ‘ > * 


■Cl • 


hi C 


Sincerlv Yours 
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.Tour letter of February 14, 1961,; tew been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is . ; 
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In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Ali en 
Property of the Department al Justice a^nctbythe FHL 
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
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supply the information 

i* ‘ 

Sincerely yours 
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John Edgar Hoorer * 

‘ .. ^Director /. 

‘ ■ •* ■ * r. . •.” • -T- t ■ . ? . 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufil^s.identifiable with < & 4^ 

correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 Reflects that Dr.'Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, ’and at the time of his death, all^y'v 
of his personal papers and effects^ere believed (Jangiprous to^t^e ' 
country’s security if they felt into/authorized hands. ^The ^pdk,„ 
/^'Prodigal Genius," by John J.VrVNall^ alleges that t^F'BI took ^ 
over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his "^roperty.^, ^ ^ 

Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property 'bf 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forward in 
answer to related inquiries. ’ 
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November 21, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C* 


Gentlemen: 

I an making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

o 

life and storks of Nikola Tesla. Mr# Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the 
Hotel New Yorker, Since F#B#I# Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where would they be located, and are copies available 


to the public? 

I am a citizen of the United States, end have been cleared for security- 

the latest one being for work on 'klr Force Contracts for Eastman Kodak-'Company;/ 

• '•V. V Bk 


V - -- 

Thank you very much for an;/ information or help you may be able to 
give me in this matter!! 









( 





_A-ni 

(!fv 






I DO - 9 - >-3 7 




November 27, 1962 


hit 


J-L 



,, INFORW'^CC 

V'S B WttJg 

- f f;/' 


Dear 




■ ■ ^ ■ • ■' 

Your letter of November 21st has been received. 


. ^ • 

In response to your inquiry, I would like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
in the bundling of Dr. Tesla’s effects, I am unable to supply the 

information you desire. 

« 

Sincerely yours, 


J. Ed*ar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 shows tjiat Dr. Tesla Was one of .the world's 
outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of 
his death, all of his personal papers and effects *rere believed 
dangerous to the country’s security if they fell intounadthorized 
hands. The book, ’’Prodigal Genius," by John J. O’Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,^appropriating 
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indic^e it was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department,whiph 'did so,and the above reply 
has been forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
born ih~ Yugoslavia and died in New York City 1-7-43. ^ 
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10 March 1964. 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have been wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikola u Tesla , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belongings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything x:an be learned about this. 


Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 
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Your letter of March 10th haw been received. 


fa response to your inquiry, I would nice to p«*»> out 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to suddIv the informs Hnn vnu riAci rp 
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Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgar. Fteow 

John Edgar Hoot 
Director 
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Nui£i # iso record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, " Prodigal Genius,” by John J. a Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whttJ>did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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Sir, 

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa” 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 

Zip 62095 

bit Wood River, m. 
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Your card of June 16tb has been received. 


M o 




that the effects of Dr P °Nnmf^Mh, IntlUlr5 / 1 woulti ilke to point out 
by the Office of I “P ounded - his death, 

by the FBI. since we dld^ofnartlSn.^*^*!!' ° f JusUce and not 
effects, I am' unable to furnish the ^ TeSla ' S 

Sincerely yours, 

T 0. Edgar Hoover 

Bume : ioT-22 e 37 0r re f le 0 c U L d ttoJof^Ia^t with correspondent, 

and at the time of his death, all of his oeT^, i fam ° US ele ctrical invent 
believed dangerous to the ciuntrv-s P apers and effects were 

The book, "Prodigal Genius," b/john J in ‘° “ nauthoriz ed han, 

a certain safe and opened it, approurTaUn,?^ ’ alleges that FBI took ov 
indicate that it was the Office o^Alfen p" g P r °Perty. Bufiles clearly 

and the above reply is forwarded in answer" Jataw WM ° h < “ d 5 
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OREGON STATl JNIVERSITY 


CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 


Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street & Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 


'’I INFORMATIONCONTAINED 



I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I sun attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola^Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in his Hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con¬ 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 


/> 



I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and*have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 
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In response to your Inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla s 
effects. I am unable to furnish the Information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 

T rdsar fl05Ver 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


X 


i*-' 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Y aS j.tf $ 

world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 1 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country’s security, tflhey.fell into unauthorized hands, .^T e 
book, "Prodigal GenirisX l?y John J. O'Neil, aUeges that the FBI 
took over a certain safe'and opened it, appropriating his property 
Bufiles clearly mdicate that it was the Offica^Alien PfopeYly of 
the Department which did so, and the above^eply„is forwarded m 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, nflTF g.,^, R 



1969 



In the year 1943 the F. B. I. confiscated all of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nik ola Tes la. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord 
ing to the books I’ve read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain" of his time, 

Thomas Edison. 

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 

and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way 
to advance in science faster. / oo^ yn 


I hope something can be done to get these papers release^ 

% *■ i ■ ■». * . •.? 


Thank You, 
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Your letter of February 25th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop¬ 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. GLpppyf of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

__ Sincerely yours, 

mailed io j, Edgar Hoover 

MAR 4 -1969 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor¬ 
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Division, of the Department. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 

I am doing a research paper on Nickola Tesla and would 

appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 


That information being why did your Bureau impound his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January 7 , 1943. Secondly, could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom were they given. 


Thanking you for the information 
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In reply to yoar inquiry of April 8th, the effects 
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were Impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 

Sincerely yours, 

t Edgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MAILED 9. 

APR 14 1970 

COMM-FBI 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Iffesla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, " by John J. 

O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
”iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
gferjs forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
' Vo**f¥istant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir, 
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I am vrriting this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil¬ 
trated with foreign agents, and there is a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance fbr the defense of our nation. 

« 

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told me 
of Mr. Tesla*s notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 

could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
to keep up with his work. 

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently? 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes / 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a / 

high degree of effiency. _ 

I 

Kow here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that niine 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it*s monecular coohesion. It was refused. 

* i 

: 

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What i 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-Ufl'* REC m 3 A'V/ ' _ y 

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices or mag¬ 
netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or .knowl edge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with partIdly accele.‘at.- 
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 
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Your letter was received on July ISth and the Interest 
which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, j>y the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 


and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong- 
Inga. Tin addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 

the^lWeral Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 

b 

come within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 

Sincerely yours, 


Mfilt£Q9 

JUL15 1970 

COMM-FBJ 


J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTEF Billiit!y Lualain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used 
^^gwer related inquiries. ffor ** J 
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NABN ASSET, MASS 
01861 


6 DECEMBER 1971 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all 
matters pertaining to NikolA’esla. In so doing I was amazed to find 
that upon his death; January 7, 1943, In NYC, your bureau confined 
his papers. May I ask if you still "have them In Jail". I am extremely 
Interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 


Very truly yours. 
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December 14, 1971 
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Bishop- 

Miller. F.S. 

Callahan — 

Casper - 

Conrad - 

Da 1 bey 
Cleveland 
Ponder 
Bates . 

T avel 
Walters 
Soyars 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Candy 


tts 01861" 


Vi INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. ^ 

DATE^i^L_ B 
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you^etter of December 6th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, the „ 

nr Nivola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
0?£ice of Mien Property of the Department of J^oand 
Sot by the FBI. We die not participate in the handlin. 

of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. COP*®? ° 

Communication and my reply have been referred to the 

Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

i 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 

was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country’s security. Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro¬ 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department. 
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs, 

Upon rea ding a biography on Nikola Tesla . I found the urge to 
read more on him and his works. At the end of the cook it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to 
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be 
possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
his. 

I can think of only one possible reason afe to cause of his 
records being locked up and that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This sems to be the only logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 
he left off. 

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
please answer my question of the real reason his records were 
locked up. 
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October 31, 1972 



information contained 
i V'EIN is u;:olassifi 

naTF 7-3 



Felt- 

Baker- 

Bates- 

Bishop - 

Callahan - 

Cleveland _ 

Conrad _ 

Dal boy - 

•Jenkins _ 

Marshall _ 

Miller, K.S — 

Ponder _ 

Soyars _. 

Walters _ 

Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Kinley 
Mr. Arn^t/o 
Ms. 

Mtl 


78415 


o> 

Your letter was received on October 26th. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward¬ 
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

L. Patrick Gray III ' 

L. Patrick Gray, 

Acting Director 



& 


NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the €ifoe of'hi£ death, all of his personal,^ papers and effects were 
believed dangerous .to the country's security if they tel 1 .. 

unauthS&i-red hands. ''-The book, "Prodigal Genius, by John J. 0 Neil, 
alleqes tftatOthe.FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hW'pfppertv. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien ^Property of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, .Civil Division of 
the Department. . . . a * 
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April 11, 1973 
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m l INFORMATION CONTAINED 

sss®^ 


Your letter was received on April 9th. 

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your co mm u ni ca ti on and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

- - ■ •• - ts ? 1Z1 


Kk. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland . 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Gebhardt _ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall — 
Mr. Miller. E.S. 

Mr. Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson . 

Mr. Walters- 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kin ley 
Mr. Armstrong 
Mr. Bowers _ 
Mr. Merington 
Ms. Herwig 
Mr. Mintz 
Mrs. Neon an 


L. Patrick Gray, HI 
Acting Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country’s security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, ’’Prodigal 
Genius, ” by John J. O’Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened it, appropriating his property, bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division at the Department I) 
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June 20, 1973 


767 


f ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 



I would like to know^-f any microfilm or other 
reproductions of j-jlkola Tesla ’s notes and papers exist at 
your office. Tesla was a famous scientist who died in 
New York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortly after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, sometime 
in the e?rly 1930's, possibly Just before 1954.' Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
pioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of a Nobel ?ri z e. He was a naturalised citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorado 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 


bit 


P.S. Tesla died in January of 194-3 and shortly after “ 

he papers were removed from his safe. The original 
opies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as 
believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
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June 27, 1973 


EX-103 
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Your letter was received on June 25th. 




Dr. Mikola t0 F° u r inquiry, the effects of 

OfficeofAllLpropertv ? of"f, ed 'o! fter hls death ’ £ the 
not by t}»e FBI. Since we lid no^S^'F 4 ° f Justice and 

the information you desire "J coov unafcls to furnish 

and of this renlv have been f Y ° 1 Ur connnu ^ication 

of Justice. ‘ “ een referr «ci to the Department 


AV 


<N 

4 


/ 


Sincerely yours, 

William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


<T' 


i) 


'-“-es^n^iyto 0 ^ ?noJ etter t0 corr espondent dated 
■reject Blue Book and UFOsightLX?*?e"? the Air Force's 
' a t Dr. Tesla was a world-famnn file 100-2237 reflects 

lt the time of his death all of^ ec trical inventor, and 

'oro 1 -• — . . CQLU , axi of his Fwawertw. 1 _ _ ’ 
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>r 


at the time of his de^h zlTaf \ ’ ’ LeCtrical invento^ and " 
were believed dangerous to the coui?^ 301 ^ 1 P a P ers and effects 

£g£&ffiS&.*s £el1 

— Attorney General n* referred to the 

(4) SY Gener al, Civil Division of the Department.) 
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QlCniteb states percale 

June 26/ 1973 « 






Respectfully referred to 


Congressional L ^ i ®^ esti g a tion 

Federal Bureau of Invesng 
Department of J ^ st:L 5o530 

r.i,cViinfiton, D. C. 205 


e thP desire of this office to be 
Because of the desire * 4rtriC 

responsive to all inquiries and coanumcatio , 

your consideration of the attached is 

requested. Your findings and vie»s, in 
duplicate tons, along with return of the 


Senator SSj> •PacXvood 

at tn : l kMCBolmer 




Form #2 
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20 Jun.} 1973 


B<=3Q- Senator Packwood, 


Though in Alaska temporarily working on a military contract, I still consider myself' 
an. O^goiv .resident, hence it is to you that I wri:'-■>. 

. ~ A 4 

During ay days at Reed College, I became interested in a fascinating Czooh physicist-, 
N'ico1ai L/ Tesla,_ Proffessor Tesla emmigrat-od r,<j thin country in ti c tuenhioo, I 
oeneve, ana did some of his most original* noro* Tesla had a peculiar bent of mind,' 
in liis younger days he was often called a na-i so iontint, and did not publish 
extensively when he came to the US. Most of the extant primary material is in 
untranslated Czech. Tesla was,however, an extensive note •'.alter, 1 1.< thought it 
strange thax- upon his death, none of his rotes fru r.is .'vmovioan norbod over 
appeared* Upon discussing -.his with a friend, X was informed that nil of :ir. Tesla's 
rates were confiscated by hne FBI. jl canrot oonoeiv*.* how tirse notes on physics 
?ni electricity can in any way endanger the national safety. It seems that Mr. 

Hoover in his zeal, had confiscated material whose- o'.ily sir was a radical approach 
to science. There is indication that rauch of :v rofessor Tesla's later work concerned 
•' very novel approach to ti.ua theory. Heedless to say, it has been radical anoroachcs 
to physics that have oeen our greatest scientific advances in modern times, 
vf z m Einstein# Heisenberg, et al. 


was wondering if your offico might be able to determine if these papers are 
till extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
e a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain. 


Please excuse my typing, in all the thousands of words I typed trying 
liberal education, I never did master the typewriter. 


to 


pet 




l ENCLOSURE 



1 



% 


July 5, 1973 


Felt -- 

Baker -- 

Callahan — 
Cleveland _ 

Conrad- 

Gebhardt _ 
.Jenkins — 
Marshall — 
Miller. E.S. 

Soyars - 

, Thompson . 
. Walters — 
It*. Room — 
. Baise- 
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Honorable Bob ■ Packvood 

United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 


date; 


kIC. 



MNTVOW com MNED 

» 

m . 1 — 

:or PacJcwood : 

Thi» acknowledge receipt of y^^“^ C * tl0n 

. 5«eh ZncloaiBfl « letter Iron, your constituent, 
»-^“2Si8ifc q vho i8 temporarily employed in Alaska. 

" ccntral files 
in response to lcate that the 

the Federal Bureau of Inves>igauio death 

effects of -)r. -ikol£_Tesla wore inguncel ^ JusUce 

by the Office of A len dld not participate In the 

SfndUn^f or. P ?«la’s belong,., I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 

I am returning your enclosure as you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

t 

n Rucktla^ 

William ts 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 


Enclosure 


1 - Portland En 

1 - Congressiona 

NOTE: Bufiles 

PacJcwood. Mr. 
Bufile 100-223 

electricalyinv 

personal 
security 
Genius ." b 
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Services Office 
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cordial 
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Mintz 
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Enclosures (2) L"7f 

correspondence with Senator I L* 

is not identifiable in Bufiles 

- nd a^the^info? Til SeS^^his 

°d'e?fects were believed dangerous tothe coun,^ 
thfcy fell into unauthorized . k Q ^ er a ce 

Genius," byi John J. O'Neill, f}J® g ^ s t p r ope rtv. Bufiles clear 1* 

“ d X'ftt'wis^eTffice"^ Alien Property of the Depar- 

ni the above reply is forwarded rn.answer to 
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July 19, 1973 


Rf.cW• / 


3 7 S 



.MC P r ^T\ot'Cg MNto 


L 


Tchardson, Texas 


AstOC. Dir. - 

A**t. Dir.: 
Admin. _____ 
Comp. Sy*t. _ 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. _ 

(dent. _ 

Inspection _ 

Intel!. -- 

Loborotory _ 

Plon. & Evol- 

Spec. Inv. - 

Training - 

Lego! Coun. _ 

Cong. Serv. _ 

Corr. & Crm. 
Research _ 

Press Off. _ 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec'y 


DU© 


til a 


rat 


Dear 


\ 

Your letter was received on July 16th. In 


response to your inquiry, the effects of Ur. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice ai? not by the FBI. 
Since wo did eat participate* in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I ait unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 

been referred to the Department of Justice. 

1 -—;-- Sincerely yours, , 

I,.. .:Li_ J *t 

a M. Kelley. 


I f • • ! r ~ 


X? 1373 


(p 


FBI i Clarence M. Kelley 

Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237 

reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. 0 Neill 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hi^ property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of A]/ien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above replyjis forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
of letter tefe/rjred to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 

of the Department.) 


or the Departmei 
j kb: emc (4 y-\ / Vj 
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Clarence M. Kelley- 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelley. 


Qhardson.lexas 


• 'a. 

. \ ■. t : 
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HEuEiu IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 


v: 



Thank you for your letter of the 19th of;;July.. 

■ - ■; ' . ‘'V • ** '** V ‘J+ w t J *. *._/» • ~. 

A1 < in'- Pr»i*«rtv.;’viT--■ J 


appreciate the Information about the Office of Alien[Property 

. ' * * . ' „ • 4 - - . , 1 • ** . « ■■ -^ • », 

* •.v- ;•-* ' *.' ■■/'••• V- 

and its connection with the impounding of the effects 
Nikola Tesla. In my letter of the 16th I did hotmean ;i te 


J 


4-'' M; 


ply the FBI had 'impoundedThi8' ; : effects‘f^as^ I;: v was_ > ^are.‘^^t]^^^^|p ; ^:-, 

* * j # ► • i* : * ■ ■'* -\;i m - /> ’ v «i . ' * • v f -• : 

O.A.P.s general part’;in ' the 'affalr.^The;. factlrema^s^thatJto^|^g|.^- : ; ; 

• * ' . • » , . > . • | >> , i • 1 ■ * * . i « ' r -( - » -,• ■»*»«;' * * ■ • .. * * ^ k ■. . * t 

* • - ^ # \ ■<, ( , r " ■ . _ • ' ' • • . ” . *. ■ •. 4 • v * . ** 

the best of my knowledge;" it WAS agents of the FBI ;^p|didj^^|^#nv ; 


. i ' 


* >. 


- - * V *; ‘ t - *: ■ 

*. *v *-*.V ■- ' 




fact break into his safe,only hours after his 
remove the papers there in o Now in so far as the Bureau was. 

'';•*** ' ^ 4 . . * ■ . . ; ' *;• i ‘ * I'.*? *■' >. -*• * •' . *> 1 

connected, I wish to understand that extent. I do appreciate 

, . .. .. »•'. V.V >■- • - .r-V' y -r • ••< • s. ~ 

• _ • - # ■.*'.* ^ %. ■" * . '■* *' « ♦ * 

your refering my communication to the appropriate persons in 

/ # • • . • O'■ ; t : 1 . * ' £ * ' * 4 * ' '* ■ '** ‘ ? ' ' ‘ ‘ ' * i 

the Justice Department»- but:perhapsyou could, see .that--.the 

4 ; * • - * v . ■ • • . . - ' ' ^ . 

above mentioned connection of the Bureau could be further lookos 


■V v\;.* • 






- ‘ _ ' T: •- *** *•* _L 





. .. 


inta# I am curious as to who asked the Bureau to perform such an 

• . . * * . ‘ -tv * • / . ‘ •• ‘ ■- • * V*‘ *■. ; * ’ !; ■ f .• *1 \ ‘ . 1 / <♦.**/ *’ £ ^, ■ t 

* * ■ - ^ • \ ' . ‘ , ; . .* - * • • r y f ; : . 

act, whether is was a ,person; j in,^he ; O.A.P.. ,v^d^on^^a^^^^.;, 

:r ield / out,ItO;-'^ they ‘ wereres pons ibl^ • |i?;t * ; 

r I-,..,: ... - V ; ;V 'V *'V r . •. ; ‘.i • ’"-l .-..-V T - • 

* . I * •- • - . . * » 4 - v* ,v ^ . * * ' - - -* - 4 - ' ' ; , ■ • , *. ■ * - 

• . ■ '* ' , * . ; j A • 4 4 ■ . . ' ,. . 

Also, to what person were the perioined papers delivered? Names.' 
of the agents involved would be appreciated. As to what happened.. 


» ■> „ * • ■» • . • . ^ . . 

grounds they were carried 


to any other effects of his, that is 


M -more ably ^ / 

REC 6$/ 00— 

its participate(LdancfU=a ■— 


they may have done so on other occasions. If the persons^whpQdj-d 1973 

% 

open the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced with^fche^faot^r*, 

that persons aparently posed as Bureau operatives, an even more 

' 

interesting situation. Pefahaps this whets your own curiosity abpirf 

CORRESPOgENCe 
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If 
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this affair, r‘ 

* ^ » -■ ' * ’ ' ” ‘ ‘ V • *. +* * ■ .** ‘ *.' V*' *• , * # , '*’ - ■ . % * i • - ' 

interest.' Are you"aware that before the] year^i90^^ - vas.;.^,^ yjy^. 

-.•*• •■'.'■''' : j. i'. " V -4■-’Va-v«? '■•.■-■**<-.r .r 1 .^...><>v.w;v-’\»' ’.*■ ‘ ; 

.”5 .J- * % ^ r .■ «.-■ S' v_ : 'v. .s ■ . 

able to transraitthousands of watts of electr^ic^^^^^^^ 
any point on the glebe WITHOUT WIRES^This and either feats 
would make him a prime target for vested interest groups, 

:'". . - - ' • * - * ' ’•’* 4 . * ' . * ; *. ./«- “ 4 • / • * . f ^ • * .i - ; * -• 


notably the J.P.Morgan combine with whom he had connections. 

. r ■ . . \. . r ■„ „V* JV. - *•.:•«; •.•/ v,; ' V-' 'vi'* 5 '-:- - f ' 1 -.-S'?'* •'.'■•'v" •. 

I am aware of: the^well ' earned tradition; of t^ .Bureau, j»f ^ 

- - -v . - v ' r-v- v • ••• 1 -r ■ 

serving any master but the ^common good, >o» agaiin ;we have a : 
curious point if .indeed strings wgye pulled. Quite frankly, r ^ 

• •- V '• /-V - -■ i W . v. • . •; ‘ ■’ •• - ••:. y: * .fa ^ <.'■' •••'/ •.%-** ' '■ '»■."•■ - *’ • 

.■•*•. ! -if • -- .■*“>.:.? - i’** ** * V • ' ’•* ' - a » ' -./•> - ‘ r . .v-- - • 

it looks as if someone went;to a lot of trouble vto; see that . 
his 



at the expense; of-imguessable : .benefi. 

whole. How would^yoiij 1 lk^[t:o^be .>ble ,'^o^'dra#..wl^lt^^^ower^..... 
out of the air to run say a lightbulb with OWE wire? j He .did *: 

• » r - . . . W- . . v, / , . * ■ , ■ • • / • • ■ . . ! •• • • ■ " H 7 * I ^ * I* ? . 


it, 


, ■ * • . . V. - - r_. ■ :-V . r \v pr-r v ,'a-/'v' ■'•'V;:':: -X. r . > ' ; y* -'1 • * >r ' 

and much more, v My sincere thanks for yourt thought^and^ : :y : * 

- . ' ■ •’ -■ ----- -V ".-'s* ^ ‘^ *- 

: '' -. . ,* ^ y » ‘. ♦'.'>■*-'"■'7■■“; "' * 7 . • •• ■ 

- * - * . r 1 *!♦ ’ •* / ' fc V 

>- y ; • **, C , v " \ ■? , v V^> " - A?% 1 ^ i r v 

.:•■•• •: - ?.'*'*>* •■’•'X-X .\t ;*'*.• ‘ 


" , 1 ■ ♦. • *. • 

attentions to these matters. 
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August 2, 1973 



i INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^ , 
naTF 1-2~ftb BY /AW 



Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 



Assoc. Dir. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. __________ 

Comp. Syst. ___ 

Files & Com. _ 

Con. Inv. _____ 

Idenf. _ 

Inspection _ 

Intell. _ 

Loborotory _____ 
Plon. & Evol. _ 



I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso¬ 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kelley. 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions ii 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 


Spec. Inv. 


Training _ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Cong. Serv. _ 

Corr. & Crm. 
Research _ 

Press Off. _ 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 
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June 9, 1975 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington D.C. 20535 


Sirs: 


31 


We recently contacted the San Francisco 
office and a review of their files , 

information concerning the scientist Niko >• _ 
or his papers which we understand to have ~_en 

impounded. 

If you could make a thorough investigation 
of all files and materials available to you, we 
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of 
any information that might be discovered. 

Thank you, 


sow 


3 * 5 

S\0- 
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100-3237 - c26X 


July 7# 1975 



.cMf\T10NCO‘IT M N® 

V—c..'r is UHClASSlfoDi , 

DME^^ e> /7 


rrrx 


This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 


In response 
Dr. Mikola Tesla were 
Office of Allen Prooej 


to your Inquiry# the papers of 
Impounded# after his death# by the 
ty of the Department of Justice. 


Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley' 


Allot. Dir. _ 

D«p. AD Adm. 
D«p. AD In*. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Syst. _ 
EkI. Affairs _ 
Files & Con, 

Gen. |nv. _ 

Ident. _ 

Inspection _ 

Intell. _ 

Laboratory _ 

Plan. & Evot. 
Spec. Inv. _ 


NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 

world famous electrical inventor# and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla*s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 

The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 
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13 November 1975 


C 


Mr. Clarence Kellev 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
Dear Mr. Kelley: 


A-* I MTfn*{ r*n'\|TA»-• 

- . ! { •■ ' t •r'l a ooirirri 

*•' « uL/* \\ rlr fj 


ED 


m reply to the letter of 10 November fro. your offl,. : 


non-existence of itny inveatlff"?i abo “ t the exlstenee or 

Jull, but on °l.tLhn^!l^ lT * . . HI If c, 1 a 

m 1943 and report.d'lt^the *%£ 

i h >inir^4r:;v»To ss 1 ? :zwr r «>• 

lu reply to .y Inqilri! B ln lt "«lf *r 

the condition, under Jhlch I i««h iufi? Ji* Mns 

of Information dit™danIrcumventlon of the Freedom 

Individual h.ndn^y “ P*rt of the 

yond the drafting of a l 6 any work be “ 

of your office to l«t the* P n ’ ^ decision 

ice LO l-t the situation stand like this? 

&i. , i:ir , fS ■v oiiowin « u P th . 

your reply of the 10th nHnt.^ 1 I am tempted to have 
«n example of how buSauc^tf? * nd na tionally ag 

get around the POlj! £ll lhl ?L anoei,rln e to 

type of publicity? th burea u need more of this 

the law uslng 1 11s"resources*to *100 c k^th e^law?^ t0 Uphold 
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November 26 , 1*75 


fa-57 tfa' 
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••U !"F 0 RMAT 10 ri CONTAINED 
• -'Fin IS UNCLASSIFIED si 
DATF 7-3-CO BY 


to the 


^*oT i »i. ac J ulovled ® # **>«ipt of 

** u on November 14 th. * 


Dr. Nikola Teala^ere imnSSed 0 *'*^' p *P* r » 
the Office of Alien Pro^?£ Ms dcath ^ 

Justice. P«rty of the Department of 


Sincerely 


Assoc. Dir. __ 

0«p. AO Adm. _ 

Dfp. AO Inv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. _______ 

Comp. Sy st. _ 

Eil. Affairs_ 

Fil«s & Com. _ 

Gen. fnv. __ 

Idem._ 

Inspection_ 

IntelI. _______ 

Laboratory _ 

Plon. & Eval, _ 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Training_ 

Lego) Coun. __ 

Telephone Rm.^_ 


C. M, Kelfe^' 

Clarence M. Kelley 


1 '2i2S2r A i2STS.«Es2 • Enclo ”“~ 

|^ m b £2.V:ES: 

impounded a by Sf f i^o™^ effects 

Security 

ureau has received numerous inquiries about th<* & 

rep^sISrwfr^ ? eChniCal Paper^ 5 ^^ 6 

P y is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
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ROUHN-G AND TRA N$tVtaL slip 

TO (Name, office symbol or location) 

Alan McCreight 
Rm. 5435 - JEH 


ACTION 


* N 1 T I A LS I CIRCULATE 


OATC ICOORDtN ATION 


remarks 


initials I file 


OATC I information 


initials Inotc ano 

'RETURN 


I OATC I PER CON 

VCRSATION 


INITIALS |SCC ME 


OATE I SIGNATURE 


FOIA 


L7C 


Do NOT use this form 


use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrence- 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions ’ 


FROM (Name, office symbol or location) 

OATC 

Susan M, Hauser 

10/21/75 


nmone 

OPTIONAL FORM 41 .. ^ 
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17 October 1975 



Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Gentlemen: 



* 

l 


I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 

century inventors, end want to obtain information on some 

papers of Nikolais 1 a . that were seized by the FBI on his 
death in 1943. /^ / ' 


r- 


U' '*//• 


Tesla invented a number of elec?£ical devices and because 

of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national 

it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 

to hoid in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. ^ 



I wouid iike to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers; 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them- 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 
happened to them? 


I 


• 00 --33 7 - c? 

would be very grateful for your help with this. 
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ngton, Maryland 20795 



"! INFORMATION CONTAINED 
1 I'EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 7- & to BY. 



Dea 


Informatlon-Privacy^ct^rpoiPA? receipt of your Preedom of 
by the Departmen^of ^Justice ^on^October^ 22 FB1 

to Nikola Tealaf P please°be°advi8ed e ^h 5°f fll ° S P® rta *aing 
the privacy of an individual H hn **5* * n order to preserve 
similar inquiry it " h ° ** y 1)0 the »ubject of a 

the practice of'not indicatinq^heth^ for , the FEI to maintain 
such information in our fUes? d ° ° r d ° not have 


Mr. Tesla*s f n£t etherization rfrom 

information our files niafemM?n U * *° r ? lease to you any 

thereafter search our files a^idS ?^*™ 1 * 15 hira ' We sha11 

ixxea and advise you accordingly. 

do no? C infer h ?hat n « • »««ch of our files, 

you requested. r no *‘ ^ ave the information 


Sincerely yours. 


Ai»*c. Dir.__ 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 
Orp. AD lev. _ 
Asst. Dir.; 

Admin. __ 

Comp. Sy*t. _ 

£*•. AHoiri _ 

F il«s & Com. _ 
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C. 1VL Kelley 

Clarence f*. Kelley 
Director 


The Deputy 
Attention: 


Attorney General - Enclosure 
Susan M. Hauser 


Gen. |nw. 
Ident. _ 


Inspection_ 

Intel!. _ 
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Plon. & Evol. _ 

Spec. Inv. _ 

T coining 

Legol Coun. _ 


Telephone Rm. _ 

D "“'X s tl* y — mail room 

0 /DEC 301975 










GPO : I9~i O - 569-920 



RaynhamyAMA-3J2 

April 20 , 1976 


Mr. Clarence Kelly 
Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



£ V /3 


r 

vj 


FBI, contacted me r™;ardfrL r “"«« ° f the 

toencan microfilm records of m£? a '&,y“ TaIlabilII:y o£ 

(now in the Belgrade musenm, « y 

discoveries had military si^ficanc^ Vt "b th6Se Unpublished 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect f becaus e of experiments 
applications exist and feel\? ” pect such military 

Particularly in view of the fac^Zt ^ ^ 7 ° U be Pitied, 
access to the entire collection. the Soviets hav e primary 

Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists fm m. 

a cursory examination of the diarvl Jf* 1 ® N3Vy and 0SS Performed 
memory serves me correctly d notes ’ which if my 

time to decipher Tesla's torturous^ 0 ^ Ch l0ng ’ hardl y enough 

“rote in English, his pemL"hipwas s”m^. Th °“* h 

difficult to translate as a foreign language ’ ^ aS 

According to the museum director f 7 Q 7 i\ 

copies of some portions, but not the i ?i th j Soviets had made 
which numbers 500 pages 20 that a- Col °rado Springs diary, 

lightning, and 20 or so’recant PerCai " c ° 

(We copied the most significant poitlons^rf V° nStrUCtl<m - 

jjr> ha v^fegfILJg&oc Z C.C. r _ f 

engineering magazine) ^ < a " ' 

of an Unpublished manuscript frn r\ b very recent receipt 

(prodigal GENIUS) did I place I-d " J ' °'" eill ' s Book — 

to military applications IneileltaU TeSla ' s Iater 
descriptions were inaccurate ldentally > some of O'Neill's * ^AV 

TesL^^esuits and are familiar 35 We have exc eeded 

rate, there arm t-u nuliar with the experiments a*. — " 

’ Were.^re three possible military applications 












- 2 - 



First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to 
talked to AF personnel --such as 
Micro Networks, who saw one insi 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls, 11 as they call them. 

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 

an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 


destro^ay-cra 


craft. I have 
ngineer at 
in flight--and 




None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project San guine , that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide 
aware of our research). 





4 

P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 

I am notifying the C.I.A. 


Enclosures: 2 
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energy: will experiments 
lightning provide the 

Paul Snigier, Associate Editor 



in ball 


key? 


In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 
assembled, a man-made light¬ 
ning storm is now being un¬ 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts —20 million 
volts—are the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project Tesla, headed by 
Robert K. Colka and Dr. Robert 
VV. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and most terrify¬ 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments arc based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans¬ 
mitter to produce 1.5-in. light¬ 
ning balls that floated (or TO sec. 

The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found¬ 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic . 


cheap and endless energy 
source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 


A 


Highest voltage continuously oscillating 
damped-wave lightning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates a 
current of 1100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised this to a peak 
current of 2200A at 20 MV. Further 
improvements could conceivably pro¬ 
duce bofts that exceed natural lightning 
(100 MV)! 
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with millions o' wars o # ' *y. 

* Unfortunately, prog. _ in 
fusion research, which has 
centered on magnetic confine¬ 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been frustrating!) slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But it these promising 
experiments under way Wen- 
dover, UT, arc successful, .^w 
-nexpected confinement 
technique . could unleash Ihis 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
sphere of red, orange or yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur¬ 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa¬ 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi¬ 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem¬ 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


Witnesses of ball lightnir 
have included such notables as* 
Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Achcson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 985 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mcv linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot¬ 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-lt. 
ceiling inside—and, simultane¬ 
ously, an intense sphere of firt 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 


irly shoulder level. It moved 
aiong the wall for a distance 01 
some 30 ft., floated out and * 

around the neck and shoulder ( 

♦ 

of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several feet 
until it intercepted a duplev 
outlet on the conduit. At th is the 
ball exploded, causing elec¬ 
trical damage throughout. / 

V 

A new stale of matter? 

N'o presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire¬ 
balls unless it includes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob¬ 
served slate of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta¬ 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
10 l ' 1 -10" cm' 1 , with a tempera- 

' 10M0 H °K—or 
seven times hott«_. ...e 

sun! o 
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TRIES TO PREVENT WdRLD *. II, , / ' ‘ . * 

■''■■. , Tt»V^^. s feocrr ,• O /v * \ --- - 

. When Tosh was talking as a scientist ^fo “was^opposed* to^'Te 4 

war3 on moral, economic and all practical and theoretical grounds, z. eh* 
But, like most scientists, when ho stopped thinking as a sclentist,*"“V/> ;r 
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in .>'0 
which he felt somo wars end situations were justifiable. As a ' 
scientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists 
applied to the pruposes of v.ar makers, but when.the emotional phase ©fV 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply 
his genius to devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying S t€ / 
protective devices. w* 

• < 

/• ' 

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement 
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: 


I » 
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w At present many of the ablest minds are trying to devise 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict which is 
only theoretically ended and the duration and main Issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League I 3 not a remedy but, on the contrary. In the opinion 
of a‘number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo¬ 
site. It Is particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adoptod in framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance whatso¬ 
ever from the enemy can be destroyed by him and no power on earth can 
stop him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a stato of things which may transorm this glooe ~nto an inferno, wc 
should push the development of flyi'ig machines and wireless transmission 
of. energy without an instant f s delay and with all the power and re¬ 
sources of the nation." 


Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. He sav/ it-providing 
a‘ curtain of protection which any country, no natter how small, could 
use as a protection against invasion. *«hile he might offer it as a 
defensive weapon,- however, there would be nothing to stop military 

men from using it’ as a weapon of offense. 

■- - \ • • • . ,, f 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con¬ 
vinced that It did embody many discoveries that would be of fiommer- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to deyelop. I 
folt thtt if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that v/ould have immediate commercial use he could derive an In¬ 
come from it which would enable him .to.proceed with his more elaocrate 
plans. To this end I sought to gain some insight into his thoughts, 
that would enable me to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret-.to Tesla and he successfxxlly parried every thrust I .made. 


The dourest conception I got, and that was largoly from 
scattered remarks, and by making deductions from tbcJa, concerned a 
possiblo manner in whlcb ono phase of his curtain of protection 

might operate. This was a "war" angle and Q 3 suchdt.-dld not interest 

~ _ ' • ! 
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Pi o, but : since it I'nv'-' , ved "lightning balls," or 
very curious. Fii .. .11s had always fa3dna ... 
everything I coulc ay my hands on about the: 


’Tiro balls," l was 
. 10 , and I had read 


A five ball is a strango phenomenon associated with light- 
jiing. ^orco of tho energy of tits lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a. perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction of a' second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, tney may come close to 
many objects without damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud¬ 
denly, for no known reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open. 

m • • 

' The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it were just a spherical area of space iri which an 
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that 
if it were possible• to discover how .-a"large amount ..of energy was ' 
.stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a nev; insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda¬ 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes. 


* 

• • 

Y/hen I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de¬ 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by indulging in a, hot always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in believing theories about the complex structure of the atom. tThilc 
he had in earlier years discussed soma of his experi' nces v/ith fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explained uis theory 
of their formation, he would not in tho later years permit himself 
to be drawn into a discussion of them a3 a possible part of his sys¬ 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was "hot" but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions. Tesla was very quick 
in detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements when, he was adamant to direct 
questions. 


Teala became familiar 'with the destructive characteristics 
of fire balls in his experiments at.Colorado Springs in 1899. Eo 
produced then quite by accident and saw them,.more than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus v/ithin his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place v;ith inconceivabol violence. 

He studied the process by which- they were produced, not 
because he wanted to product them but in oraer to eliminate the con¬ 
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he related, 
to have a fire ball explcdo in your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact with. 


it will bo necessary to reconstruct his statements from 
vory fragmentary notes and a long distance memory. 



"Parasite 03 cillati s, or circuits, within tb main cir¬ 
cuit v/or-a a -jourcc ° uungcr JTrom this.cause, i-^xnts of resistance 
in tho main circuit could result in minor 03 . Hating circuits be¬ 
tween terminals or between two points ~-ol* resistanco and these minor 

circuits would havo a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur¬ 
rent of lower frequency. 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimination of all 
sources of losses tho fire balls continued -;o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From-these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
ball 3 resulted from tho interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla¬ 
tion of tho main circuit. • 

. , . • • . * • 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. In a current of shorter v/avelengch the 
rates of change will be steeper. ' Yttien the tv/o currents react on 
each other tho resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause’the total, 
energy of the powerful longer 1 wave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mally small 'interval of timo and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to. tho 
metal circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon¬ 
ceivable violence." * 

• • • • • . * 

It is but a step, from learning hov/ a high frequency cur¬ 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one 
but no evlaonce is available that it is the ono Tesla evolved: 

An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the 
earth" at Colorado Springs, is set in operation at a frequency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The' complex structure of a ship would 
provide a great number of spots in- which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship as a whole. Tnese parasisteicurrents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be -.used 
to transmit the shorter v/avelength current. 

Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla 1 s reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with 
Primo Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation that the 
device would provide complete protection for tho British Isl03 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 


defensive Y.'Oiipon to ' '\ich viicro \'<uc no cci 021:10 *■ \*cl 3 convinced* 

ho dec>:red, of t) . .nccrJty of Mr. Chamber'’ and hi3 intent to 
adopt - the dcvico a it. would have prevented '' outbreolc of the 
then threatening wt , and would have made pos*. .ole the continuation— 
under t'no duress v/hich this weapon v.'ould make possible - ** of the 
working agreement involving Franco* Germany end Britain to maintain 
the status quo in Europe. VYhon Chamberlin failed* at the Munich 
conference, to retain thi3 state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister 
who could make the effort to shift one corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia* Baldwin found no vlrt - o in Tesla ’3 plan and 
proemptorially ended the negotiations. 


Tesla v;as greatly disappointed by the collapse of hia ne¬ 
gotiations with the British Government. With it there collapsed hi3 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent* and* what he 
considered, his most important discoveries. Ho did not, however, 
dwell on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men¬ 
tion the matter again. Be did not. get another chance to finance the 
demonstration of these discoveries* 


‘ During the period in which the negotiations were being 
carried on* Tesla declared* efforts had been made to steal the in¬ 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examined hut the 
thioves* or spies, left empty handed. There v;ns no danger, he said, 
that his invention could-be stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust his memory to preserve every 
fine detail of his investigations. This'wa3 true, he said* of all 

of his later major discoveries. 

• « . 

The nature of his system rv-kes little difference now; he 
has gone and. has taken it with him. Perhaps, if there is any com¬ 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what¬ 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth’s struggling 
mortals and find somo way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take 
place, then we must await until tho human race produces another 

.Tesla* 



Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 
enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 


furnish us this information, and your interest and 

courtesy are indeed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 
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APR 3 01976 
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v. . 


C. M. Kelley 

Clarence H. Kelley u 
Director — 


blC. 



notf- Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with- 

last* outgoing 3 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla. Dr. Tesla was a «°rld-famous 
Electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands 

-- The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O Neill, alle J®f ^ 

D. P .A 0 Ad». took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating 

0 .,.ad in»._«Jie rBi tooK , , i office of Alien Property of 

As.i.Dir.: property. Bufiles indicated the orrice ^ 

AAm> " -the Department of Justice did so. Bufile 10 
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TUCmleb J&iaUs Senate 


To ensure proper handling please return all 
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 


Pat 

Respectfully referred to: 







Inspection 

Jntell._ 

t-oborafory 



I Telephone Rm. _j 

I Director Sec’y 

~~ -"" J 

F 8l/DOJ 





FBI 


Please respond to the attached inquiry in 
duplicate ano return the enclosure. Thank 
you for your cooperation. 






/ * 


1 jg7 q 



/ fiNCLOsi 


viaa 








-f ■ 


/) . 

i / / 


'/ v crcry'i-x 


’ < C-o 7 c /"- /" 

. ^ n* *- t V v •'/*/■ ‘ c ‘-^v o~ ..^ '^j.. 

c J r, ///' ,Q /V 

L-t , <0 > '-OXf, 

V ;• 


VI 

/ 


S • 


a jU ;l 


h C V iOo^ (u ?jf t^n Q c j/0 




T 


fl-'j'm. 4. 




1 ( I CO O/wU"^' 


7 







Ck 





i/alA<, ScJ'*°£ t 

1 / 

' / u^cl^yiJL-eX 


3 5‘ c,iJh~3^P u c. '-±./iAj ^ 


7 ^ 


t/€. 



0 $ 








■,5 

'; koto, 77s / << 







7 /“?f3 



/-Ct T/ 








*7 




I'l^O 


f T f 1 !/&£b^s> 

<na-rA -tb M s «>i: 

/? 

// 

•■'- -ry^i~ 


M. 


L-^y~i 


cr-CrYvx c<- rv. 




H’ r 

A\C; 



s. c vv*'- 



y 






to "l <s*rJ/ 


/ // 

rt* „■ ,■" —/—7/0 / ' 

- ;• '• 




r NC T :0SURJ 

} i « 


/ 


/ ~ t 




v. 



7 * 


L> 


V' V L 


-i ' ' f r - T 

V V ■*» I /* rs t - / 

V_i'_ V 


L 7 


■ ? 


A -' t -<.'>\ Ci 


S'' 


l\ 


u 


/• 


* » > 


I 

1/ - 


•J.A/,V •’ LOsK' 7 l'y\ 


/~i 

h -- 


V ICC 


r f 



a. 




■4 


cjf^Ja tb*#. un.jdcJ^^ 

' < /-V X y /, 

UjiJLi^ I'CCj&e. rv%C 

7 /? /» // 

- • j£>/y ^ 

J tw&xffr. A c JL! 

p „ Jcrn-xfJU^™ 

6 i/ 

l£{L fyi.-i-cJ „ 'uJL fCruL^ <^o<^- 



tV&U-r 



/CL-cV*- , *- rx -CJ? 


lou^ 





t 


7 ? /.;.- 

'.V / ^ w _/ 





•€* 


,J C- 



(Ct.z La^Ai 7 - 6, 



/ 



- 


4i. 


. O'Urt--' 

Usv^ 


■s&40 


/ / -/-/f Lrr.#. lW ( ^ 



blC 





I 


■■ ,, . 




/ 


bit 


/ 00 


7 




June 23, 1976 
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Honorable William Prosmira 
United States Senate 
Washington , D. C. 20510 
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This will respond to vour conffqptawti on of Jane 10th 
enclosing the letter of Mr 
jfjscons Ip c S3- 2l c [ 

The effects of Dr. Mikola Tesla were impounded , afte: 
his death, by the office of Alien Property of the Department 
of Justice and not by the PBI. Since we did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belongings, I a» enable to 
furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your coremmication and of this reply are 
being referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 
tc vour ccraunication is being returned as requested. 


Sincerely yours, 

C. M. Kelley 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Enclosure 

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 

Civil Division 

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 

1 - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 

NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 
Dr. Tesla's papers following his death. 
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August 6, 1979 
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EK5SXDK SOURCi 


b 1 C 7 ° ya 

Dear 


fSEt; K fWS«r 

OAT’ 


Tour recent letter reauestlno information concerning 



Dr. wiynlayTeala has been received. 


V 



r * 

2* _ 


The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How¬ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act . 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been/; 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu¬ 
ments available to you under Title 28——Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

If you are interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, R.W., Washington, D. C. 20535* In the 

,er you roust request documents regarding the specific topic 

interest to you. REC-79 

a-tfi 



GQ 

U. 



Assoc. Dir. 


Sincerely yours^ 

William L. Bailey 
Assistant Director 

Mr!"Underwood - Enclosure 

Room 6958 •- - , 

(This correspondence response snay engender 

quiry.) - - .. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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regarding dr. nikola^?esla isclosure 
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informatio^on^aptioned s^Lr/d"? 11 " 9 ° f re<JUeSts 

of disclosure? Captl ° ned sub 3 ect and to promote uniformity 
DETAILS: 



that Dr. Nikolases la ifearn"? 31 ^cords indices reflects 
100-2237. Virtuallv ? a J ried tbe subject of Bufile 

type correspondence. For £u?poses°Sf^Olj^rei* 16 ±S inq V iry " 
of this material have not hlln f l° IA releases ' copies 

so advised Cooies nf fho • • anc ^ requesters have been 

totalling 29 pa^es, howeverrha^beL^^cefs^^fo^dfi 1 ? 

D / e Ssla r !nder t tte Foil ^he^fore™/ 0 " relating “ ° SUre 

K -u^.”snss. 4 “s: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU 0^INVESTIGATION 
INTERNAL ROUT!'ACTION SLIP 


BIOG. : ROOM 


NAME 'TIHE/ORGANIZATION " 


JEH 7142 Mr. Colwell 

JEH j 7110 Mr . Boynton 

JEH ! 7110 ' 'Mr. Mocre 
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BIOG ROOM _NAME /TlTl i u A VO S T: ’ 
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~! , M —— = 

j .Attn:____ 
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RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 



Ol . . THE UNDEflfSECrWrARY v DEI 


WASHINGTON. D C. 20301 



FEDERAL GOVEKflKE3T3f 


9 FEB 1381 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 


(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of-a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicold^Tesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 

« 

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 


(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 
the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the ^ 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417. 




.X 


Allan J. MacLaren 
LtColonel, USAF 
Military Assistant 
Strategic and Space Systems 
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Strs ttr;ic and Space Systems 

Office- of the Under Secretary 
of Defense 

tJ&ahinvton, D. C. 20301 
Dear Colonel Kac L iren: 


Your re:: .or a noun of February 9 regaestir.;? access to 
the scientific papers of Dr. Mikola^Teel* which night be in 
our files has been referred, to -.y' office for reply. 

A prelirirary review of cur files indicates that the 
F_: die not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla’s belonj- 
iiu.s fcllovi:;-;: his death in hcv; York City in January, 1943. 
his payers were exacinuJ by representatives of the Office 
of Alien Property, the l<avy Department an 1 the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development. In February, 19 
par^rc apparently ware ralecssd to rir. Sava *;. Ko3 »- r\\ s 
Dr. Tesla’s nephew and the adcinistraror of bin est 


>:-c-vic , u a lire S3 ~t thr.t ti: *• wrr I A. Ce? rrnl' J’ar!o 
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.1 cc.:pl:'tc oturcii M err indices is being rsade to 
deterr.iinc if we nave any In format! or. that irJL-jht be useful 
to you. You will L>e notified cf ths results of this search 
at the earliest possible date. DE-110/ e ? 

- 

I Sincerely, 


DE-110^ 6 


* 2/1 


Sincerely, 


E i'»? 1n 


1981 


Roger c. Young ' • 

Assistant Director in Chargo 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 
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L1C • , , 

TOiy?-., Rhii, who has handled sit 
*e concerning. Dr. Tasla. In nu- 


r«rous orc^rious r@Bt>or.sr?s we laave said tfcat the Office of. Alien Pro; art' 
the Department of ^ustivb- i~.pccnd.uc.- Dr. *Tes is* n uppers erter Ms dec th. 
..ovewr, the,ry-ffic'C of fomi’un bitigeCion, Civil Divisicr,, indicate.:'- 
t-c.-c Dr. tfirslk’n/r-^w.-vs ark’ not in their possession. 
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Ttr £t ri'i ic any Sy.vi .co gy^t c-.s 
u:'xice o' the Under Secretary 
of Defe nse 

v.‘a«::in~ton, O. C. 20301 
Dear CcIougI Kacharer.; 


*&>ERAL 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 
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A» cc^uplct-Cr euro?: of ou; retri avul~-It files concc-m - 
.kolfc^csiv'shotfj. that all notes and material in hl3 

i- t * r a:* >. {x v * th cn January 7. 1 




were piaCva i.) c.iu cui»w.<; w- u.^ - _ w,~_- - — 

u.edcr eco 1 by the JriteI ;,L. T »t8£ Devr r ru-or*t< Thcc; -‘•a ter iris 
have never been iz. the cere or custody of tr.c Fal. 

Pn J;frj*rv 2d or? 27, 17*3, Te Iv-rel authentic; na-.e 

_• tl'orouy'; review of t\» offset? of ?-r. Te::la to Jctcnuir- if 

• . < • • f* • „ 4 . • ^ ^ . 4 . » 4 . » * ? i. , % ^ { * t* t/ * Y* j * {' • t“ L. 

; * ■■ 4 U vv-S .. ^ y L. ^ . y v -* „C >— V- —> L.< • v» - - — V »' »«* Lu w-*i- * ^ ^ 

coals bo founc./ i:is el feet a wore examine! at the Manhattan 
‘..'aro iWje and Storage- Ca va::y at 52nd i»n:l 7 th Avenue, AorK, 

New ‘fork, where they apparently were taker: after hit eeat.i. I'£.r- 
ticij*atin': in this ciiaVination wsrc representatives from the 

y^ r j; faehIn*ten offices of the Alien Property Cuttoulzn, toe 

11 r Office of Scientific Research and Development at the Kassa- 
“if’ chusetts Institute- of Techr.olcc y, the Office of Laval Intel - 

1 licence, and United States bevel Kenecrch. The ril did not 
participate in this cua^inaticn. (65-47953 section 1) 

2 It wc.c the considered opinion of a spohesnan of those 
i examiners "that there exist amcr.j"Dr. Tesla’s papers and possos- 
f cions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto uarc7c©lcu 

J[ riothods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be o r 
■w -sianliiccnt value to tl.is country or which would constitute ft 
hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to be no 
technical or riilitary reason why further custody of the property 

- should > rctainO'l• Ilo'vevcr, our files indicate that certain 

- papers, which vere rojarded as typical of KiloU.Tesla’s writings^ ^ 
ur .-, t » ;ou -?-r- fr. the period of 12 2 5 i#* \L9 4 2, were-c?e:vcve for // / 

I t--c to t:u. c«leo'-or f,: 
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anc trurJ:s airier souJl by the Sow York. 2e;>irUint o? 11 

The rental for this storage, approx lately $15 ptr oonth, ..,. 

was bcir.j paid by Charlotte Kurar# 134 5att €3r<5 Street, • 

Kcv/ York , tTev York, vho vas as an a^ent for Sava Xosanovich, 

Dr* Tesla's nephew and administrator o* his estate. (65-47953-14) 

1 

On Octobnr 26, 1945, Private T i 1 r . y c£~-F4.t3ggraid, U.-SS.^ 
a younr scientist who hAd been Tecli's pi‘oto9®» called 
in person at our ?Jav Tor): Field Office. With hi73 were . , 

T-4v^>^avi^^T-^brattrr*^tfr^J!Qrbcrt-0*^chutt and £tv?fc^«£.-> ... 

Ixoiile fros a research devolopaient unit at Wright Field^ Dayton* . v- 
Ohio. These Ben carried -a letter signed by Brigadier -General 

Cr=Cra i jca , * Chief -Eng i nc sring Division-, 'Jriohtpield, requost- 
ing that the FBI allow the bearers of the latter access to the 
effects of Itikola Tesla. (65-47953-15) . '• / 

Xt was enpla tnei to this—military. :.coatinge«.t that tnc 
FET had no jurisdiction over Tesla’s effects, and they vare 
referred to the Office of the Alien Property Custodian. Bureau 
files do not indicate whether tho men ever examined Tesla*s 

balancings. (65-47953-15) 

*^} q "Tynla effects re—tair»fr- r i.r roO- a? 5>* and of the 
Hanh^ttan Storage Company. Xn the 1950s, FBI Agents were told 
conoanv management e*at the only recorded visit had beta cade 
bv -'Federal authorities" in January, 1943. The-floor suoer-_. 
vtror recalled that the men had taken numerous photographs, 
ills description of the equipnont uaei would tend to show that _ 
a dicrofil^t reproduct Ion was tistdc of the papers of tbe d^ewsto 

• ^ - S ♦« . J" • * 

(65-47953-27J^ fn cs do not reflect any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since that date. Their currant 
or condition are not reflected in our files. 

**cr further information regarding this »atter, you 
wish to contact the Office of the Alien Property Custodian and 
the other Federal agencies mentioned above. 


by 


9 . 

■ V 


'r 



* V 


- ♦-■ 


Officu of Congressional 
n:vi Public Affairs 


(co^itc^c - over.) 


2 


(yor£,' On February 5, 1981, M. M.* ciaf :.-f» .wy^te to wt inquiring 
sbeu,C the scientific papers of hr. T/iitdla Tesle.* Z?a 3 return) 
letter of ii&rch 9 , we informed hi* that a thorough review of 
our files would be made in search of the information be roquestoc 
Thin was dose and he is being informed of the results- Tesla's 
pacers havo been the subject of numerous inquiries by various 
individuals and organizations since his death, FCI received 
over 20 roiA requests on this rsatter during the period 1973- 
1930. Matter coordinated with FOIA Section, RTiD. 












the under secretary of l ense 



C ICE OF 


WASHINGTON. D C 20301 



RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 


' 1 APR 1981 


FEDE RAL GOVERNMENT 


V 


Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


/ 



Dear Mr. Young, 

Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20. 1981." in 

response to our request re Dr.jLla. very much appreciate the effort 

u A, (/.liiL^On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 

that must have gone iulu uux=,. un oeunx 

(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zelberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 

Sincerely, 







Allan jy^MacLaren 
"Colonel, USAT ' 

Military Assistant 

Strategic-and-Space Systems 
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Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 
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I f- c * 
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21 July 1981 
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While attending college, I came across, an article about the 

// / w ■-? 

v. ./ / / r / • • ■. 

electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla. "“Hr7 Tesla was an electrical 

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla 
6 r WITSIPE ?r 

designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec¬ 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag¬ 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the- 
FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock ' 

9 

out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light 
again. Now bear in mind that this man was anyale^trical genius ^ 


y j. "Y / 
• hinn‘ <-Tf 


and even had a unit of electrical measure named after h’imrT^lf < 

he did figure out k way to utilize the earth's electromagnetic 

. 7 V\ “ 7 AUG 11 ‘98.1 

waves then I believe that we are ready to gradually phas e out 

our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle > 

East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into ’ 


! 



4 


space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 


hie 



August 7, 1981 


- 



ATT Tv r r'"** 7 ’r' # 

Ji'.fXj Xi<* v.*:... * a *.i u;*: a i\~u 

HER]-IN IS UilCLASSI FIED 
DATE J\ - - Vv, 




C^mCE SOURCS 



ticf A tJ pOlPfk kP OAcrtCA 


Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 
to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Nikola 
Tesla’s effects were impounded after his death by the °** ic ® 
of Alien Property of the Department of Jus tic* “o* ** _ 

the FBI. While your interest i» indeed appreciated # the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 

Dr. Tesla's belongings. 


To be 

copy of this 


helpful as possible, I an forwarding a 

to the Department of Justice. 


T 
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u. 


incejrely. 
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AD Inv. - . | 

AD A dm. _ v \ 

AD LCS _ \ 

Di».: 

. Strvi._ 

t. Uv. _ 

t. _ 

•I. _ 


Roger 8. Young -r 

Assistant Director ip Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 

t — hetinij -Assistaitb^Btfomey i-Gener allosure —• ~ 

NOTE: 
died 


is not identifiable m Bufiles. * 

" njlph 



L JL& 


died OIT1///4J ana we nave —% Z^ Z Z*** 

\ regarding his belongings which,.:w^re: impounded by the Office 

of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. / 

' me \ 15 orl! 

(4) ■ 5 J 
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Mgnt. - 

i. S»f»»- _ 


k- 


» f" 




1 7 


*iag _ 

: All*. OH. _ 
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•or* i Sec’y _ 
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TO: 


FROM 


3M: ^p 

“A TV<^A 


DIRECTOR, FBI - , 

ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR 


Cv CINCINNATI 


This communicatien is classified "Secret" in its 


entirety. 


Re telephone < 
Division, to Supervisor 


f S 


Cincinnati 
IHQ, on 8/11/83, 
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Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each.of pertinent pages'from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 

Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. 

For information of Bureau and New York, a^pjj|H^^^\ 
osearch physicist with the Electro Optics Research j 
e Avionics'Division of the U.S. Air Force Aeronautica. 
n at' Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAPB) an' 
physicist and ..intelligence specialist on Partic! 
chnolpgy with the Foreign Technology Di^^igt^ 
/FTD^also at WPAFB, have both been in contact with S 
HHHB at the Dayton, Ohio RA regarding possible FBI 

se^et ' dtemtej \h 


I l 
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2 - Cincinnati 


>y: 8262 
uttOADf 


^OADR 


(Suits' 




37 


DHF:mkg 
I (k\ 

Approved: 


53 NOV I': 1983 


0 


i / 


•‘-ALL HiFPKKATICN CONTAINED 

> v TH l r . UT3;’L."SSTFTSD 
/- -Xvri'TV’t ivtr . 


17 AUG 22 198; 



Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 

ulO 


Pe 



\ 

I 


in c 


loTC 



b | 



involvement in the seizing of Nikola Tesla's research papers 

ana other documents and scientific instruments after his death 
on January 7, 1943. . 

i t * rci’ f 

| 

They both/ Explained that Tesla was a scientific 
genius and experimenter who w as bom in Y ugoslavia of Serbian 
parents o n 7/10/56, went to school later in Gratz, Austria 
Prague CzechQsloyakfa,and Paris, France. He immigrat^d~tA 
the U.S. in the early 1880 s, worked for Thomas Edison's laboratory 
for a couple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 
$1 million dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase 
systems of alternating current dynamos, which lead to the t ■ j /i 

Niagra Falls for producCing electricity /->- __ 

t H C pow 5f f^tem °f the whole country. He was naturalized 
in 1889. He predicted wireless communication (radio). His later 

experiments in Colorado and elsewhere lertdto his producing 
artificial lightning in the millions of volts. He also had 
patents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he 
later made little money on his later inventions 9 although he 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 
reclusive in his^later years, living in various hotels in New York 

SiKAH S claimed^he had developed the concept and 

method of building a death ray , which could destroy planes at 

many mxies distant, for defending America. Also, there are reports 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 

- , . ^fch^^^BBBpand^UHHJsaid that Tesla donated "some" 

of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930's in his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either cusSdiL 
of Alien Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects, including a safe or safes, aSd other property 
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in 

"Tesfa? SIS oS? P o! S Ttae" ertain PageS ° £ ““garet.Cheney•. book. 

1* 


shipped 
nephew, 



said that after World War II Tesla's papers were 
Sla Instate in Belgrade. Yu g oslavia P by his 

h th ^ 
InZl ferS^sl„ g o e ^|'f“| t | d h ^ — - ?11 - storage ~ 
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Also, the Soviet Union hes allegedly had access 

to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/or 

else where, which influenced their early research into directed 

energy weaoons, and Butler feels access to much of Tesla's 

papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would 

give him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. 

This is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He 

has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 

in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFBJ However 

there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 

the Custodian of Alien Property Office in Washington, D.C. to 

a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 

Lab , now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. 


b°th desirous of learning 
the locations or such papers or Tesla as now exist in the U.S., 

for both intelligence and research purposes. Therefore, Butler 

woul 7t.7 ike to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla and 
possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the 
bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly 
have been the subject of FBI investigation. 

„„ , IHBtravels to the Washington, D.C. area on 

FTD business periodically and can review FBI files at FBIHO 
relating to Tesla and kosanovic. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


„„ km? 1 ? B S re ? u 18 requested to conduct full indices checks 

on both Nikola Tesla and Sava Kosanovic. 


New Y 
above 
intere 

LEADS 


Should there be such files at FBIHQ, as well as at 

*? t ?Sn th «S*? U ? e ? U con8ider granting the 
f FTD, official access to same, in the 
security. 


NEW YORK t* 

AT NEW YORK. NEW YORK 

« Will conduct same indices check as reauested of 

Bureau and advise the Bureau and Cincinnati of results and 
confirm such files and references still exist therS/i# 

" 3 ~ secWt 
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CINCINNATI 



AT DAYTON. OHIO 

11 maintain contact wit 
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February 12, 1937 


Mr. Edgar Hoover,Director, v 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 



My dear Mr. Hoover: 

.* 

I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at¬ 
tention of your department, or whether, if investi¬ 
gation were indicated, the jurisdiction would be 
your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it might 
bear a bit of checking up. 

check newspaper files as far back as 
1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of 
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash 
es) occurred about that time. 

J remember the events, it was during that year 
that three small planes exploded in the air over 
Texas and southwestern Kansas^ and Oklahoma. These 
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent 
investigation where the plane occupants were killed 

or by tbe experience of surviving plane occupants 
in one case. 


Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about 
a year, after which there occurred (likewise without 
apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
li^®s of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 

of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not Quite 
a year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 
in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air¬ 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir¬ 
cling its airport, preparatory t: “ 

KtU/auku & IKOEXElp/ L J —— //'IS UQ / 

Now in this most recent incident^-^nM^ffeifceSjf-f-- 
the radio operator at the airport f seeias to me to be : i ■ • 

_™ s operator r tP2 r^,ygrt 


buzz interrupting his communication •’Jfflfner ■ 

••• a J 0 ^ ro£r such as produced by the worst, imagine 
able static ... then silence. The plane liai dropped 
into the bay like a plummet. % T • 

I . • 


I £ 


f: C 

li»K 


• • 


4 * •• 


I 




# - 


0 - 2 <- O' 

•Crack pilots do not sudd'enly become rank hams and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even two) on the large airliners, stop simul¬ 
taneously without extremely sufficients reason. 

'Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 

To digress for a moment, I recall!;reading an article 
In a magazine a year or two ago, written by V n1 a- 
KTesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 
'-Invention of Mr. Tesla’s ... a giant induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected and become practical. 

I have not heard of Mr. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
is still here. He might still be working on the in¬ 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 

It might have been stolen from him. 

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, I should 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 

The thing is simply this: if*one man can make an in¬ 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards (the then- 
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola’s device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
several hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 

Please do not think me a ’’crank” letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 
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Jfrftcrnl bureau of Srtursttgatu 
Uuitch States Department of Sustirc 
Hlnslfingtan, 50. <E. 

J. >."5 18 

January 11, 1943 


Mr, E.A. Tamir__ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd 



at 

— iji uvtiruiyum 4 vo .(I?• L^DD V" . .. 

HE: USKNC'iT SV?-7 * : Vj 


Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Rosea_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carsoa__ 
Mr. Coffey_ 
Mr. Hendoa_ 
Mr. Kramer 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


Mr. McGuire 

. 

Mr. Harbo 


Mr • Qui dq Tamm. 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 


Miss Beahm 



TX?rHIl.*E? T ?r A 771 ) • ‘^VAP.CU 
OF KIKCI/ VFSLA (Deceased) 

SSFjr.rv - *r 

In a teletype -from the New York Office deted January 9, 1545 

tie Bureau's advice is. requested an to whet action should be taken in 

correction with t'^ic patter. It is to be ro+ed that Tesla died January 7, 1945^ 

and resided at the^Hotel New Yorker. He was one of the world's outstanding 
• £ 

scientists in the «ileSin“ical field and has beer conducting many experiments 
in connection vrivA wireless transmission of electrical power and wnat ir 
commonly referred to as the "Death Fey". 

S 3 va I'osanovich, a distant relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is 
taking steps to get possession n r these important documents and plans. Koserovich 
on January 7, 1S45, with Georpe^Clsrk, in charge of the Ifuseum and Laboratory for 
HCA. and XenrethASwezey of Brooklyn, New York, entered Tesla's rooms in' toe Hotel 
N“w Yorker and, with the aid of a locksmith, broke into a safe containing sore 
of Tesla's valuab le papers, including important electrical formulae, designs, 
et cetera. y/77^\ 

S 1*60 01* ^ ^ ^ ^ completed ard perfected his experiments in 

the radio transmission of electrical power and to have conceived or.d designed 
a revolutionary type^of torpedo not presently in use by any nation. It is 
reported that Eosanovich nay possibly malce this material available to the eneny. 


ACTION: 


I called Mr. Done-nr. of the New York Office at 12:30 F.M. and Dointed 


out the apparent burglary violation on .the part of Kosanovich. I told him this 
matter should be discreetly discussed with the State's Attorney in New York City 
with a view to locating Eocenovich and anprehending him on a burglary charge in 
order to determine the nature of the material he took from Tesla's sefe. I 
pointed cut the necessity for the State's Attorney keeping any action most secret 
in view of the highly confidential npture of the Liars involved. I also suggested 
that the New York Office contact the Surrogate Court in order that Tesla's effects 
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without 
the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we may ende avor tc preserve the 
secrec v of any plena or items essential to thft conduct, »y, J.nd_natiora] 
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SAG, Sew York 

k 

Dear Sirt 


Xai OTXNOIH STBJBCTSj SAVA EeiNOVICHj 
SXPSKZHKVT5 AND MSEAKGH Of 8UCOU 
ESPIQS&QK 00 A 


Beferonoe la made to a teletype dated January 
lar york yield Office and to a phone conversation betvM 
of the Bureau and Asslatent Special Agent In Charm 

1943. 
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of tht 

4r. Tol«on _ 


It waa pointed oat ttfft. Ztonefpn that Sara losanovioh, George 
Clark and Kenneth Swesey aeyr tMt con It ted a burglary violation by entering 
Teala'a roans after hla death and pa rtleuftrJy by using a loekaaith to get 
Into a safe containing aces * Teala*« enlaabls papers. Mr. Donegan ms 
adrieed this natter should be AleoreetSjf disoueeed with the State*s Attorney, 
New York City, with a wiser to locating Cosanowloh and apprehending hla on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature of the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla. It ms also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court, in order that Tesla*a effects, as well as the 
contents of ills safety deposit boxes, sight not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the eeereoy ef any plana or items essential to 
the conduct of the war or national seourity might be preserved. It was stated 
that Xosanorloh sight possibly sake certain material available to the enemy. 

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Teels and hia inventions and It should be noted that one Nicola 
Teals, who might have been identical with Mikola Teals, made a speech at the 
QrangelBall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on June 4* 1922, ibdjgr- the auspices 



s of Soviet Sussia. 
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'in-exile, nett m» - ftf -s iM - ft lee reveals thaOd*%$a‘is 


1 £ 


v. 


dr. E. A. T«mm_ cppmrs that Sava Koeanovleh may be'lijentical with as 

Mr. «. tv '— 4 * - *•'— lugoslfvial? °—-* ■ ■ * —*• 

'- the ' f l* 

jeajj^i^NEtpdrstitB bfCSo^ly, arrived with ether Tufoelevian Government 
^tfioials at Norfolk, yi£glfnla£ on September 4# 1941 jRon the J^f City of 
• ?r; Ros<> £xst«xy a farltiik Thipj from Cape ^Town eq route to tS United kingdom, via 
•Mr. Traey*^ rington and Canada £ 1 41-30-3^420-2) 

Mr. Carrvn_ *>** •**' | 

In another instance,. 1(he name of Sava M/ v Koaanovich appears on the 
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SAC, Hew York - 2 - 

Greeoo, Poland, Yugoslavia )» On this letterhead loeanovich la described as 
Chairman of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It is abated 
that this Board is Interested in "planning for postwar Europe*. (100-99042) 

In'still another fils it is disclosed that Sara Kosanovloh, a 
Serbian, was a weaker of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and vben an 
emergency government to overthrow an allianoe with the Axis was farmed, 
be vss Included ss an official, a# i» alleged to be a Communist and is ‘said 
to receive $1,250 s month salary from tt exiled Yugoslavian Gov e r nm ent. Be 
and other exil e d government effioials are stated tc ose these large salaries 
to finanoe every Serbian paper in the United States exoept "Srbobrsn* published 
at Pittsburgh. (97-1340-18) 7 

Bo record of Kenneth goosey would be located in the Bureau files 
from tbs information available. 

Tbs foregoing information is being furnished for possible future I 
reference in connection with this oasr and It is desired that the Bureau be 
leapt promptly and currently infor m ed of all developments in this case. } 

Yery truly yours. 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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65-12290 


Director, F3I 


Dear Sir: 


i 
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federal Surratt of Inurstigatinn 

19mte2» States Department of Uustirc 
New York, Hew York 


March 19, 1943 

• * 


SUBJECTS; SAYA^OSAHOYICH- 
EIPERIMEHTS ADD RESEARCH OP HIKOLA^ESLA 

BSFIONAGE, MISCELLANEOUS deceased). 


natter dated January 21 , 1943, in which it ^ the aWe -captione 

“ ** Lil£l£\Xu 

to Mr. T. J. Ponegen froD Kr - “‘tie of the Bureau 

Office, dated January 14 1943 ln'vM Char£c of the Nev TorM 

captioned natter Vae'nov'he^wSt. L ““V **** 1 th “ ‘he above- 

New York Field Division, this case ?! be J akea i» the natter by the 

»!«.. advised to the contrary hy the SSXtTi£ 1 L 2 £l£ ‘ M ‘ “»"• 


Very truly yours f 

£.£.(?<rvA^fc 
2. Be CONROY^ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 _ _ 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK ClTYj N«Y« 


TILE NO. 10 G -8189 


REPORT MADE AT 

BALTIMORE, MAKILAND 


DATE WHEN MADE 

3 - 29-143 


PERIOD FOR 
WHIgl 


REPORT MADE BY 


CHARLES J. FOSTER 


:l£HR 


TITLE 


•V 

SAVA 1£. KOSANOVICH, with alias 
Sava K. Cosonovitch 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY G, 
GDSMDIAL DETENTION 


A 


SYNOPSIS OF 


/•' S /- ‘ 


f 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


Subject SAVA Jfc^pSANOVICH, Secretary of,. 
State to Yti wjjpAl$ an Government in exiled 
Resides Nau -^YC. Reported to 

have turned <?j|ftgjjftents and effects-to 
Alien PropertyoiKodian, NIC, for NICK 
TESLA* ABE'SPANEL advised subject for 
United Nations and desires to become U.S. 
citizen. . 

ill MfttfiKATiOto 

-RUC- KEKEtfc IS UHCLAS 

QfiTk . . -Uyf'fi L 

Letter from New York Field Division dated 2- 

AT DOVER, DELAWARE 





It is td\be noted that subject's correct name is SAVA M. KOSANOVICH and not 
COSONOVITCH as carried in reference letter. 

Mr. ABE SPANEL, President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that 
the subject is presently the Secretary of State to the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile and that he resides at the Navaro Hotel, New York City. He stated that 
he had been a very good friend of NIC&JFESLA who has died recently and that 
he believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA's effects came into his possession. 

SPANEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the majority of the patents of HICK TESLA. SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he h&d more than 


APPROVED AND 

FORWARDED: 


COPIES ifeSJRQ 



j _ PO HOT WR 

SSI11 L£H23I£2l 


.8 QCl REPORT 

(*>. - Bureau i 

li - NYC (2 G-2) 

2 - Baltimore 


2 2 1943 

a 1 y v 

• * 10 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


SF 


yy 


RECORDf 


.1 7 


«. • • r 








£ O 


ABB 22**- 


V. a. •M.nawtrur, mtki 


7 -Ltl.H 





100 - 818 ? 


# 



900 inventions and patents* SPANEL stated that at one time TESLA had 
an invention in which he was able to direct electrical current without 
the means of a conductor. He felt that this type of an invention would 
be of invaluable assistance to any country at war and for this "reason 
felt that TESLA's inventions patents should be put into the hands 
of proper Gove rument officials, where they might be put to the best 
advantage for the United States. He does not believe the sxijject is 
e n g aged in any un-American activities and stated that -he was more than 
willing to turn these patents and inventions over to the proper Govern¬ 
ment agency* He asserted that before TESLA died* ho bad spoken to the 
subject regarding his becoming a United States citisen and SPANEL 
believes that is now taking the proper steps io achieve that end* 

SPANEL also stated that the-subject had handed all of the effects of 
tbs deceased TESLA to tha Allen Property Custodian in Hew Tork City* 

SPANEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in \ 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he might 
make available to them patents and inventions that he had developed* 
However, he was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 

and he died the following day. 

SPANEL advised that tha Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600.00 per month for sometime prior to his death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension* 

SPANEL stated further that he has previously turned over information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent FRED B. CORNELL of the New York 
pigl<j Division. He also ad“*ised that "SAUDEMER KEMPFERT, Science Editor, 
New York Times and BILL LAUBENZ, Science Feature Writer, New York Times 
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that tbs Juno 1900 
issue of the Century liagasine also contained an article relating to 

the inventions of TESXA. 


bIC 


SPANEL Also stated that he believed BLOTCE FITZGERALD* Pierpont Hotel* 
Brooklyn, New York, Secretary to TESLA, has been contacted by Special 
Agent CORNELL and that if the New York Office wishes to 
be reache 
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local court in ..ev. ior.: City on 
ding a threatening letter through the mail 
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Sharpe calxed at the bureau, he pointed cut t 
exists between the various nationalist- group 
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have oj iosite ..cliticai theories* -.c ais 

m 4 » 

,ne r;*6ctcst .c^r.tri-utoi i to cisic::sbe 
..as bec-n active i:; .uLiici Jirr: ner vi e:-.. 


u*ds -l 


• ece./t-y t.x iarcr.;etto t* c fitL.-iA rr *. oflice t- 

i*;cer:.in” certcli: stcte.nents v:\ich in e r»as been ::.a»*irv; 
t.o tni v int < rviev ,\ae net bee. v ; ccnsn/n. ated. 


- * ♦ ■ 

.. . w> *T . 


1 Hi. 


- eau 


ACT 7. >.: 


lTiu" ..: 1 * Ci. co 


w V.* tr«* ^ lii • • C t* l V » 

« 

^ « «• _• . • / ■ • 
L* % ♦. ■ ' Ca> % V* C* * • t C 


«- i - u r. c J : _ -jc " 


4 . 

* .A 1 ‘ 


me :m:cvc 


raf.o: nemre: i ; :.a « ava .c «. * ... c ...t * 

a^rei.t* i.i if 0€i.“ fvac* t:*«.L an nncciv-er ..er s....*-*~ f • ~e ..u. 

t:\i inLervie;' s ; re r*v:-5ec t a* scon t? o. c . e .iri<- ?*. t 

Agents of tre Usvingtnr. field Office, cec.-fY.se of her ..-ro-= i:-e 
vitvs. 

There is attr.cnec for ycur-approval a ietter directed to t; c 
Office requesting that tills interview be conducted and also i 
be interrorsteo concerning the c trier matter referret to ateve 
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IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER TO 

nuc no. - 65- 122 QO 


HFRrmhm 


Director, FBI 


liberal Surcau nf Iiiucstigatio 
united States ^Department of duatice 

New York 7, New York 
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pt 9/^60 



F>ear Sir 


... 

C» 

0 4ta2o? 4 5 

o TT> .Jri' u U\\ 

Re: DI.-QafTsr S’H;,7F-7rSj 
SAVA v K0SAJJOVT CH; 

Experiments and research of NIKOLA>FSLA (decease 
ESPIONAGE - V '* 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21,' 1°43. wMch 
bore a caption similiar to that mentioned above. 


♦ V r- Th ® re/ * er " rc * d ^alt tr: th the death, on January 7, 1943, of 

t..e .tfms inventor, N1 KT.J- ?*'SLA, who as well as being the inventor of 

^rrjnt, perfected many electrical devices.' He is also credited 

w. havvnr dev-lonen ..h'- so calledJtdeaih ray" which would safeguard anv 
crrjnirv fror attach bv a 1 '” * / 

“ ^ _ / 

‘ lTl I rir — w York City furnished 

in* or - .? vi on o: a nonsveci fi othat ft was h-'‘•*be‘ , 'e / * *ha* 

‘v^f n ^-Jft a - hetiC t0 ’ U58i8 wers aa} * :r ‘f qr; ef fcrt to secure"the e f feet's"of 

1R iiiyuiliiitf £ - refr **• ary ajdel » - r designs of possible 
‘ t '*- v ' v& ue * that he heard that ABRAHA1* N. 

tha ■ r •?*■'■? A FT OF, of hover, Delaware was 

the ns. i-iVaung influence behind tbp s attempt to obtain TES1*'« oane»*s whi-h 

XI stc-, r ... th. -'V"7.TTt’- S^Ur, J~nJ‘ 

r* MB. c T OTi *t d . *> ret,irn *° t/np vpw v -rk Field Division shortly 

m ^ r, \ L1 * " S1T ' ar,:i *‘ urn5£,n and - ore specific information to 

3UDr>ort his cIq^t.s* 


• / 


wi tauu nore sr?ecinc mror-natD on t 


ENCl^QSUilE ATTACirr;!) , :* • - . .. j ,J 

Rs K3S n5 * ■• ??rd fro® again, however, ur.U- ^ ^ 

A w - i4 ch v,rc - ** “umi sh-ti th'- following additional information: 
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* 
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_ ” e said that a boyhood chum of his from Wichita, Kansas, BLn 

protege and one of the inventors few confidents. 
Accord,ng r TT7.7FRALD who is now an Army ~rivate stationed 

'., .hie, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who scent 

I • _ _ t a ft ah m ^ 


flf l*lw' f-V A 
Ci :.i « k ' V 


endless hours with ~ESLA prior to the letters 
explained to him most secret experiments. 


iarir.r which time TT1ST.A 


stated that* 

met TESLA in November 1942, but h* had beer^orM^Wir with the latW 
sine? 1 ?j 5. According to the informant, FITZGERALD had developed some sort 
o: anw-Ui* gun, the details of which he presented to T T SIA who made certai. 
correct : onr in design a r.d see ci fi cations to further perfect the weapon. 

■■M-1 a ted thgt in December l r, 42, when 

wa^ attending = meeting <v" Ghcr'T'EEjrT.r S~.7T~ty 3 r W T^‘A'- T 'A*. r vrf' 

made the rcouaintance os APRAH.V C .M\E: who became interested ip. 
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t -‘ > r 17, 1945 
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Smm ss ln the 

“r d fo" P „le eal f ° r f e < rarchase ° f 

thi» deal by reaching top men JPAKL blocbed 

reported as having obtained a-job for mz^^LD^th^h^ilJShr 13 then 
BUILDING OCWPAtW in New Orleans and ^ th th ® HTGG ^ NS S^IP 

fnr the purchase and nlnSacture o^ lit ' * COntraCt ** ^GERALD ‘ 

80% of the profits derived to SPAh4! “ 3 ” anner * hich Would ret,irn 

but 7l ' h -'- c i^^^^^to a be d attribJtablI e to e ^i4^ 94 ^Te^D S0 ^ e unknown reason 

the KIGGsKS OWPAKT. In September of 194/ J7 TZGERAL J was fired by 

Army and for a considerable Period o' "f 3 inducted into the 

experimental station at Elgi^^dnorldfUiKi^H? ordinance 

the Present time FITZGERALD is‘enraLd\n t W^MB stated that at 

project at ifright Field in D ay tonf Ohio ? n ' 

FITZGERALD actually i s the director* 1 ' ° f h * s rank of Private, 

many too young scientists who ver«‘inducted into 8 !^*?* is 1 W0 ^ kin £ " sth 
posts. inducted Into Army from leading industrial 

perfection'^of^ESLA^S ls Presently working on the 

rosaibU defanse a^aIn st olfeX'Z f *". 3 •*'*» «- only 

In this connection; it is noted ttet th^S-w York Times"«f^ ? ^^ ^ ^ 0mi oo Bo^b * 
in an article en+- ; tled^* r srrv* , or tv nrr-rpt* 7° rk " lmes °F September 22, 194( 

r di.t,or states d^ilYed J&FSTi Seine » 

a "death ray" or nelcfo-cp* *h^c»- i riM • ^ ^ h ? had developed 

at s distance of 25C -lies s 0 tha* aetn-ii°^J-»ec would me^t airplane motors 

he built around s coni^^g^sret^^reS^^: 56 **« ™ U 

operate by^^nerstion ^ 

located strategically along n^a« Hnes^i t^e 

melt any engine within a radius of 250 miles. “ “ f ^ h would 

rfi^fn.Tn », n i Sbdu r\ Dg FITZ ° t:rat - T) ' s acquaintance with 
Z’ JT--GJULD had told SPAKSL of his associations with t^sia 

apparently describeo to SFAKSI. some of TESLA'S most secret work. ’ 

believes -hat SPA 1HL, who he claims is definitely nro-Russ-ar <n fltti 1 

is now attempting through legal procedure to secure custod^ of'TsSI^ 

e. fects which are now held by TESLA'S only heir, one S4?A KOSAK^S 

is presently in Yugoslavia occupying seme governmental' post. " 

v x, k® recalled that in an article nublished on ? 'arch 1 < io<<; 

rttb s o ;.ad‘rr A7 "" : WSTSROOK'&Offi che^ged’s^i 

xng oro-commuwia- and pro- Russian prooaganda through h^s full 
page advertise-,enttr. the newsreuers.. nhtch SPAKli fhsracterisld „ 

cibl-.s.icd for the'r^rn., ATT0 ., sl T . AT r, ^rr,= JTI0Nj as , bm 

Jt” 1S ° i?“f re * t ’ i,e ta observe th2 ' ‘.r. the He* Terk Times of Oct.ob»- 0 

" M f *J*‘« f f* SM »a i« ooinf the KING yTATl'isS 

:;Vrrr. z:,:, alliiCB iollars tb» colon, m- 

to neve been liibelous. 
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L.£ tter- Director, vr 
'NY 65-12290 


0c + ot 17, 1945 
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, . ..... . .stated that through FITZGERALD he too had met SPANEL 

i ? n ^. a r®\™^personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SPANS! was 
Aefinitelyacommunist and is probablvoneofthefinancial supporters of 
//theWumst Party in this country. MBj^Hstated that SPANEL was 
/ born in Russia, but. is now an American also charged that SPANEL 

/ exerted tremendous political influence in Washingtou > D. C., and said that 
I one of SFANEL'S closest political friends was HENRY tvALLACZ. 

advised t-hat two agents from Army Intelligence contacted 
and^stated tha* in an investigation to determine the qualifications of 

FITZGERALD for a commission, they had developed -information indicating that 
<?T>4vcrr lefinitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA'S effects. 

_„i F indicated that Army Intelligence was pursuing an investigation 
ong tnese lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this 



regard 


ojjci- { 


**or the Pureau' 




re ample 
e hotels, 
torn 


at oresent 

since he travels all over tr.e c-:i 
Just recently he seated that be had 
Toshington to the 'Vest "oast as 

1= advised that it is his desire’ tt t bine rate with FTTZGERalj} m secu"xr-• 
legal possession of in order that , reroruJ foLaS^ nay ■ 

be established for the protection of TESLA'S experiments and for the nr»s*r;»- 
tior. o: tn-? inventors rjeviorv. 


"hat r TT^.Gn?.ALD had interested a grour> o r ycunr s*\ 
Amy scientists now working vri th him at bright Field in this foundation, and U / 

their ultimate goal is to secure the support of a wealthy backer in order that/\ 

mi£ht O 

, • • , , . . - - - - * - ■ j v • ’ j solicit 

his aid m th\s regard. 


^ uu secure supoorL or a wealthy hacker in 
a foundation might be established and that a sort of "Idea factory" 
result. He said that they intended to contact HSNRT'FORD. SR., to 

V, ♦ _ • 1 • i I . m t V 



related that probably the greatest idea of TESLA'S was 
that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power. He claimed 
that TESLA had performed a successful experiment many years a/ro at Pikes 
p eak, at which time he harnessed local current from^^^un^^javavrhi ch he 
built up into a huge potential o' electrical energy^^^^^HHBUid that 
according to T TT7. f T : ALn, } f this idea could be furUvrea^ai!^^ctrical 
energy to operate the world's machinery might be gotten absolutely free rather 
than by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated^ 
He ssid that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
in Nhina whore the nec"or electrical power is very ereat. 

Inquiry was made at the MANHATTAN STORAGE V.AEEHOFSE in N®w Yo-k Citv, 
and it was detemined that the effects of NIKOLA TESLA are contained in some' 














Letter, Hirector, T 

.65-12290 


75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approximates ?15 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE 
’<U7.AR, 134 East 63rd Street, New York, New York, who is listed as the agent 
for SAVA KOSAKOVICH. 


'•V er 17, 1945 


Inquiry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TESLA'S death, and at which time the latter»s property was placed 
under seal by the * Jr* ted States Government. Vr. WALTER CORSl’CH, Chief 
Investigator fcr th*> Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and 
a summary of materials owned by TESLA at the time of his death which was 
examined"by JOHN O.vTRW?, of the office of^SCIENTTFIC RESEARCH *■ DE’EEI.OP- 
VEET. Vr. OORSl'CH also stated that hie file in this matter reflected that 
on the night TESLA died his safe was forced open by a representative of the 


MORE St WALKER SAFE 'XT'?ANY. 


TA 
-X U 


was Vr. GORSUCH'S belief that a Vr.SWEEZEY 


who is believed to be one of the editors of the^CPTLAE S'TENCS VACA7IFE was 
present in TESLA'S room shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 
were V.T*Ll-TE-EOEIE, ED*7ARDN , AL'*SR, and JOHN J.NQDRBETT. ... 


There am enclosed herewith two typewritten copies of the report by 
Vr. TRITE of the ALIEN PROPERTY SL~^lE7,c: reflecting the findings of Vr. 
TRy f ^, following his examination cf TESLA'S effects. There is also enclosed 
herewith a ohotcstatic copy of a list of rgjrson^^gocia^f^jn.th !: T K0LA 
TE3IA. This latter item was furnished by 


bRO 


The above information is *'umished for the Bureau's information, 
and no invest!.rati or is being conducted by this office. 


3 Enclosures 
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Address, writer at* 

'. •’ >i. \ 


\ ,Maasl.Inst; .of Tech, 

ISSln V Cambridge, Maes, 

' * 0 , January*^0, 1943. 

\ 

^ . •«. V 

% 


Mr. Falter Gorsuch, 

Alien Property Custodian, ^ 

120 Broadway, 4 . 

Hew York, Hew York. 

Dear Sir* 

_ v, * At request “<* that of Mr. Joseph T. King of the 
Fashing ton office of the Alien Property Custodian, I hare ex- » 
aained the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late. Dr. Hikola Tesla with the view to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
possible hasard attendant on their falling into unfriendly 

* 

*w> 

This examination was made at the Manhattan Warehouse. 

52nd Street, Hew York City, on January 26-27, and included all 
of the notes and material in Dr. Tesla's immediate possession 
at the time of his death and now in the custody of your office. 

For reasons indicated below, no investigation was mads of material 
in trunk* which had remained untouched in the baaeaest of the 

Hew Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Dr, Tesla's death. 

% 

v 

. As a result of this examination, it ia my considered 
<y*lnion that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and possessions 

PQtes * de s cr lptions of hitherto unrevealed methods 
nor devices, or actual apparatus which could be of significant 
value to this corn try or which would ^spstitute a.hasard in un- 
g lfflql y-hfl n ria.- I can therefore se^no)technical or military'"' 
reason why further custody of the prSperfcr should be retained. 

^ or y 001 * records, there has been removed to your office 
• 1 *°* rarioue written material by Dr. Tesla which covers 
typically end fairly completely the ideas with which he was ccn- 
cerned during his later years. These documents are enumerated 
and briefly abstracted in the attachment to this letter. 
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January 30 , 1943 


ij “° t0 *“* <U»tingul«hed engineer end 

“-r, «*«—trtt-ta. to the electrical art were 
■ade at the beginning of the preeent century to report that hie 
thougbte and efforts during at least the pait flfSSVein 

tlonal character often concerned with the production and 
*?“ trjn-ln.1* of power-hut did notlnclX^V^ 
able principles or metnoda for realising such results. 

Very truly yours. 


•JOHN 0 . TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NERC. 

Enclosure, 

JQT/G 
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ABSTRACTS OF DR. NIKOLA TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
EOR THE ALIEN PROPERTI CUSTODIAN 




•*«•<» 1" the “‘f c «“«. 

Gain at ion was nade for th* nm*rvi«A a . * City# This ex— 

significant value in the present finite ^ ^eae of 

found among his Dossa.«?J!I 2* States war «*f©rt could be 

Hr. Jo^c? V^« P * t J n fv i ” *“* «“1“ttcD «r. 

Mr. Charles j. Hedstnii, fTf per £ Cu,to<ii “l 

Custodian; Dr. John c- iX*" ° f £\ c * of **»• Alien Property 

velopnent, Massechusetti?TnB'M+ + C *g.°£ ®fA en ^Afic Research and De— 
aettsj Willis George Office «r vjL°^ -r«ctmology, Cambridge, Massachu- 

trictj Edssu’d S,’ *K? "T* «*■ 

man, USNR. xeonan, USNR; John J. Corbett, Chief leo- 


Tesla'. igSe'^rlodl^wS ° f Kikols 

.hleh they sere found, together 
Exhibit A 

giSSSSSSS^ ?=^ 

ectentlfic value Tamil'sVPlloatlcns, though of undoubted 

Long lS«d li stalSle eL * L> " t0,er » ««<=ted ^ 1902 on 
to » oemorandun to have been charged 

* * » 

Exhibit B 

AgReactlv e Forces of nlw«Hn . ^ ovna-itan - . . 

memorandum involving acme c alcul ati ona -s , undated 

of certain compounds and then °f the J f xplo8iv0 P°*« 
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-^"Process of De-Qaasif ylng, Refining, and Purifying w«.+ai«■ 
a 41-page Memorandum probably written ahont loy> VT+Vj 

the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity and 
surface tension. This correspondence indicated that tt &9 had 
been submitted to various industrial companies.- 


% J < • ^ f . • . • 

f \ "Reply to Amtorg re 'the generati on-of-Mgh.vol±flim and the 
acceleration or charged particles'" - Thin document j rfnfLn m»_- 

vember 8, 1935* answers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of May 16, 1935. Prom 
this answer, it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration, of high voltages by electrostatic means. These means 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
in this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
electrostatio generator methods proposed byTYan deWraaff and 
do not appear to offer any unusual features. - 

Exhibit E 

Teleg eodynamics, or^bt of Produ cing Terrestri*^ 
Motions at Distance" - This'"document, in the f i^ttor 

dated June 12, 1940, to the Westlnghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, proposes a method for. the transmission of large amounts 
of power over vast distances by means of mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's crust. The source of power is a mechanical or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
imparting power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust. 

The proposed scheme appears to be completely visionary * nd un- 

workable. Westlnghouse»s reply Indicates their polite rejection 
of this idea. ■ - 


Exhibit 


'*• V'*' 

- e r • •JL . * T - 


Art pf-Proj ectlng Concentrated Mon-raspere-ive Kv.-try 
through Watur-al-Media!! - This undated byTeH i 'l^rtboo 

an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages and ca¬ 
pable of very great power. This generator is used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons.' Such a beam of hlgjh- 
energy electrons passing through air is tie "concentrated non— 
dispersive" means by which energy is transmitted through natural 
media. As a component of this apparatus there is described an 

open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated. 


ooom 



Exhibit F (cont*) 

The proposed scheme bears some relation to present means 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative use 
of a high-voltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube* It is veil known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific and medical interest, are 
incapable of the transmission of large amounts of power in 
• non-diepersed.beans over long distances.. Tesla’s disclosures 
in this memorandum would not enable the construction of workable 
combinations of generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements of such .a combination are succinctly 'de¬ 
scribed* 

Exhibit G 

A circular by Caro^Bird, dated September 10, 1938, en¬ 
titled 4’ft'emendous New Fewer Soon to Be Unleashed** This de¬ 
scribes in popular style some biographical Information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
on which he is stated to be working* It appears that the 
method of transmission is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above* 


Exhibit H 


This exhibit consists of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1936; Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1937; December 15, 1937; and April 5, 1938* It includes 
a reply dated January 7, 1938, from the British Government* 

These letters offer to the British Government, for a fee, the 
disclosure of a means for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles* Such beams would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack* 


The method proposed is essentially that described in Exhi¬ 
bit F above* Following the initial letter dated August 28, 

1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the ’’misunder¬ 
standings* of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal* The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal* 


Exhibit I 




An undated memorandum written after Tesla’ s 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he had made* 

The first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de¬ 
scribed as not yet completed* The second stated as a physical 
truth the belief that "there is no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment"* This second statement, 
which is discussed at length in this and other writings of Tesla, 


indicates his disbelief in the 
energy* 



of atomic or nuclear 


o 
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Exhibit J 

* • 

JffiMethod of Pr oducing Powerful Radiations* - an undated 
memorandum in Tesla's handwriting describing «a new process of 
generating powerful rays or radiations** The memorandum reviews 
the works of Imnard and Crookes, describes Tesla's work on the 
producation of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description is as follows t "Briefly stated, 
my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
in creating through the medium of a high-speed Jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the same with currents of the required tension and volume" 

Exhibit K 


k letter to prospective licensees on telegeodynamics dated 
December 27, 1941. This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Dr. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telegeodynamics, states 
that over a half milli on dollars was spent on this development 
.with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. J.^stor, 
and Fish, as well as commercial organizations, and states this 
to be a new art with which "unvelievable wonders can be achieved" 

Exhibit L 

. . . Tesl-a'g/%ew Syste m of Fluid Propulsion". This is an un¬ 

dated mOTorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 
to rotary mechnnical power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed in a caa- 

This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 
terms a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
is copious evidence among the other of Tesla'# papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to appropriate individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Some 

of these comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 

•* * •• 

Exhibit If 

* • # **■ * .»•*,. . 

• "The power of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from some popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of future power. 

This memorandum reviews the gradual evolution of power sources. 

It discusses in some detail the possibility of atomic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible. The 
discussion of atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 

with planetary energy. The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy. The last sentence of this memorandum 
states.- "With my wireless system, it is practicable to trans- 
mit eiectricai energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent. I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more 

t0 further progress of mankind." This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalised discussion of the various 

sources of power. It is qualitatively correct for the most 

part except probably in that portion which deals with atonic 
power* 


Exhibit N 

Transmission of Electric Energy Without Wir es" - an 
^7 N.^esla in thc yElectrlc World . March IQQ/^ pages 
4^V-4 >i. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla’s 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhib it C 

_ 'jffor lrt System of Tireless Transmission of Energy * - an 
articie by W. Tesla in''Telegraph and Tel ephone Age . October 16, 
192 , pages 457 and 460. An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra- 
ations, describes Tesla’s efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can he transmitted without wires and concludes 

W ; t ! 1 -fw PropOSed/%orld s y® tem " f °r the wireless transmission 
or both power and communications. Ho workable disclosure of 

a means for accomplishing this is included, and such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result. 

Exhibit P 

1 

, " ith I*- n*ola Tesla" by Alden Pjrfrnagnac 

f 0i "’ C ' 1 Vonthly ' “y W23- *» 11-pig. nemoran— 

dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Dr. Tesla and reporting his present work. This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 

;,°r.^ e ,. tran ^ 8Si0n of speech 30(1 television, on the imprac- 
^ ty h “' ness i n g v a tomic energy, on radio activity, and 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
oy nign voltages. 9 


\ 
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Exhibit Q 




: A^agreeaant dated April 20, 1935, between Nikola Tesla 
and the^ntorg Trading Corporation, in which Teela agreed to 
aupply plans, specifications, and complete information on'a 
method and apparatus for producing high voltage® up to fiftv 
allHoD MlU, for product ver/nSl partlfle. « So 
open to air, -Cor increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltage of the high potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred idles or more. 
The maximum speed of the particles was specified as not less 
than 350 idles per second. The receipt of $25,000 fee for 
this disclosure was acknowledged dn this agreement, which was ' 
signed by Nikola Tesla and by A^Eartanian of the Amtorg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation. The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above. It is probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Tesla to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis¬ 
closure had been made. There is no evidence that the Inven¬ 
tions and Information referred to in this agreement are other 
than those described in a number of Tesla's papers and pub¬ 
lished articles. It should therefore be expected, and it ie 

substantiated by Exhibit D, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved unworkable. J 


.. _ ** examination of several items of scientific apparatus among 

the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse and in a deposit box at th 
Governor Clinton Hotel showed those to be standard electrical measuring 
instruments in common use several decades ago. 


< • 
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JOHN 0. TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division M, NERC. 


Mass. Inst, of Tech., 
Cambridge, Mass., 
January 30, 1943. 
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- 89 Logan St«# Brooklyn# K. Y # A 

gnployed as building supt. Washington Market,"Brooklvn 

- WaS ' the neSsen 6 er toy for Postal r0 ya 
. Telegraph some years prior to Jan. 1943. At Vr V V . 

^request, ho continued hie services as special * T ® Sl& 

nessen 5 er when convenient. He had called upon Tesla '= 

Ld TntZir t0 MS d6ath &nd hae rauch finable Jata 
_. f concerning Tesla’s contacts. I 

net kr. Kerrigan at the Frank Campbe11 funeral cht^oh. ' 


* r 


Baungarten. Chari.. - Been 1203, Municipal Bldfi., Budget Bureau, K.y.c ' 

• •• -u . £' 1 ???=* ■*“ W •»» •» the funeral .„d * >* C -‘ 

-.••• .. ■■ L ™ ,f tlt *” ,M1 Ttot 

••• • - Cf a lxmch »ith him. Vr. Baumgarten knew Tesla Za 

his developnents^f^Civio^interest* “ d ° f 

’• ‘ * ' « 


r * 


* * , r ' # ^ *• ‘ * ' « ' . 4 * * I 

v, Skerritt, Miss Dorothy F. - Office, Biddle Purchase- cZ 

- Street, N.Y.C. -Wo. 2 - 5500 .* % pany, 107 Chambers 

- ' • •' ^f sidancet Easbrook Heights, New Jersey 

- ’ mtU ^22 t0 D0Ctor ''■•or, 1912 

« • ■ until 1922. She is fanlllar with th. karceni M t.„t 

'• - 14 * of Tesla’a scientific theories - knows the • 

f“ °f- his “ts witnsssed 

N.Y.c! Klss n skemtt 1 ; !,0r ?‘ 0r i'' th « n et 40th St. 

and 19l/ Do.?; lE ° ’ mo " s that hotween 1916 

nd l 918 . Doctor Tesla was at the Blackstone Hotel 

Chica C o and nay have notarial thsrs. shs can el™ 

account of many of hi. duals , 1 th carious fl™. " 

« • 


• 4 


* l — ^ 


t * _ 


* < • 

. Merrington, Marguerite - 46 ». 97th Street v v r r,. ./ 

Miss Merrinr+!„ 7 , K - Y ‘ c * - Riverside 9-8186 

' ■ 7:! >, L f inSt0n has known Doctor Tesla sinoe 1893 

lh ?! of Ms on sereral ocoa'lensat - 

the old Waldorf Hotel and at his laboratory in 1894 - 

“ ?ff ton street - W.» 1-errlnrton r.o.m tL ’ 
f : ‘?C «rf» ot « »Hhcut fi Unseats ar.d his™d°o • 

ontroiied boat demonstrations. She also recalls 

means^of a" wlreB V 

: ■ • .a > 

”W-?V.44& wi ihi mars to her. - ./ - " 

^ol5en, Mrs. A ^es7 J -^327 ‘e. 52 st. ' K.Y.c/ -‘piira*3-2341 '' " ^ " 

Mrs. Holden is the' daughter of P^be£^ T u 
(deceased) (1936) who £as a close men^ of^esU 
for nary years. Mrs. Holden first ^f v . Te f la 
at her father's home when she was about 1? TeSla -"VsB 

. The Johnsons were conneoted with the Centur^u^ °f d * 

Which published ..any articl.s regardin^IaaTaf- 6 " 10 ' 

rtl'sl . ” T * ‘ Wml tM: " “"“t Tesl. «.-.f 

.Which appeared in the April, 1 S95 lsja0 „ ’ - 
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'..Century Lagaiine and the others appeared in ■ 

.--... Poems of 50 years, 1880-J.930 by \ '• 

^.Robert Underwood Johnson. Mrs. Holden has been'— - 
. in close contact with doctor Tesla and has 

yitnossed many of his denonstrations including : : 
.-that of the oscillator of 1899. She recalls the 
~i*S 0ar ^ e 6 ^ ruc ^i° n of the laboratory. Since ' 

. World H n , she has talked with bootor Tesla 
with regard to instruments of war and he told 
- her in response to her inquiry regarding tanks . 7 '-.-- 
recently that he could stop then or the war. 

. h®.recalls his discussions with her and her ' ''v 
father *ogarding transmissions of power and -- - 
■ ,.-;^ ara ®^ C * She says that she^ knows that Tesla -'"" >. 

things for our Government only, Lrs. .Bolden’ 

_ . witnessed many of the experiments and.was --*, 7 : 

-^. present at the .radio-controlled boat demonstration '* 
' • .many years ago. 
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Wontt.in,>itV (Doooasod) Si-other. Kn.il Lw.nst.ln'-182 Bennett Are. 

' •^_ T Ji*YnC. - Wa-7-4519. Business (Artist) 420 - - 

r .'~ -^ 7 ” ti ” Gto “- Avo * N * y * c * - mu-c-sogs. 

ritz Lowenstein was the assistant to 

• V . ’ Dr# Tesla during his historic'laboratory' "7 - - 

' ^experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He vr a s 

, also to have appeared as a defense witness .7 
• ' - 7 Teala in hiE Marconi patent suite during - 

•: but for some reason failed to testify. 

■ v : VV'- Th ? brother, Emil, address above, knows of the - 

..^relatives of Mr. Friti Lowenstein who have 

. , , . ... - - -• - 7 V^-jooumenta pertaining to the 1808 experiments. - - ' 

— - -.V Kr * G.S. Clark provided information re 

* . - . _ doourienta . and Lowenstein) (L'r. Crito mentioned 

' ■ - . : • ^Lowenstein). Hr. Dull Lowenstein is not on 

' ’ •«■.'.■. dendl y terns with tha entire ’Lowenstein i'amily •• 

. -j . and a Mr. Massey, 52 Vanderbilt Ave. can . ... -• 

7 . - - ■ - "• ; ;- furni6h additional information re Lowenstein. • 

* ’/ * * ’ V ... 9 j + N 

Shirk, A.J. -Inventor's Model Shop, 70 West lOOthSt. K.y.C. Ac-2-9466. 

kr * Shir ^ has net Tesla on 3 occasions and 

ap ff r ® ^jenow quite a bit about his model work 
' .and laboratory developments, particularly • 

■ • ; -_.^thin recent years. His exact status c R n only 

.... be determined by another call or ewa.t-atatue 
‘7 ■ ♦ -' 7 * v ” attempting to determine the 

« " S f ^.Wb^atofy that existed it about*.' '->W 

7 ® 7th *">- and With whom a certain - . ^ 

- Dr. Walker was connected. ' . ' 

Arbus, Muriel. Hiss -Rest 600 W. 13th‘st. Telt Vanderbilt 4 - 98 i 6 
- ... .... ... B r usi ^3* Chanin Building, N.y.C. 

•“ .V. . > * • Vies Arbus has several photographs of Tesla ' 

' ' i" ‘ b,for « Kl *s Boroth, i-' .- 

, s i-. 7 ' J iefor ' 1912 • She hat not boon ’ " 

r.-.. -interviewed exoept by phone. . ' 
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Berg, Seigurd (or Sigaund) -"'Copenhagen tw«vi/ : V ’.' "’--■ 7 7 

•■•■ ■ V ’ He hae not been Interviewed. See ir!'/^?°° # 

' • - • -...of tje International Latex Cor p., Dover' Si 

for information. Vj;m Ber* was a"i>u, i f®** - 

* .-°£ v? 8la ln Euro P° and Mentioned other member - € ' ; ' 

- \re rl -rJ lyl Mr ^' Eroeat - d ir'uZl \ 

ere fou^d in correspondence from Mrs. b.A S »hr*nrf 
‘ . t0 Mr * * ennoth Sweety in 1935 and I 934 . * Bhrend . 

' Behr^V^nard. a. t ri. - lW>oint. iik.u. 3>c> ^ ^ J. 

.-fc B ® hre * d and l!re. Heaviside were very clo'se - 

- * !'“}*- .>'■•••• Bihrend h.,7± :y . 

^ . teohnical data .concerning Ta6la f a - _ 

Aiken* /(T 6 v° r °p Bcar Eo,t ° B > l'a»s or at.-' .- - 

*«?&.£■ : 

• construction of a great number of ~ '■ 

-’7. ; J " • •on-Iu Ddu 5 tion Kotor” puha 1921‘in which a' — ^7"* 

* - _.\.y. 6ra , e P orti on is devoted to Tesla's work. 

:;?oskan^Sla y ko, kr: ^ngineerand author. Belgrade/Yugoalaviar" ^ 

. .; ". ’ . • £ r * Boskan Published a book in Dresden, ' ^ 

r. ;• " •• ' ig^^f enti ^ led ^Nikola und Hs fferk" in 

" • • ' - ■Mr 3 Te ( E?r° X i B0Sk&n Was a ol0Be friend of ■■ 

.... ta in his possession according toKr. Swee'iyV 

. Denton.Clifford, Mr. -'Science Reporter.. Rev; York Daily News, 7 

- 7 •■■*•' 5/° E * * 2nd N.Y.C. Mu-2-1234 Ext. 557 , ' . 7 . 

\ • : ■ ’ r * en ^ oa bas been present at many of’ 

as a ’ s press roloases and has many notes 
rogarding the conferences. Ho said that'he 

fhe°V«° B Y °i h l S data tD tr * W:Tl * La *i-ence of •’ • - 

the hew York Tir.es. 


•s * 




Brown Brothers (kr. Arthur Brown) 220 W. 42 St. Bryant 9-4742. ".V.c. 

«ra^n Brothers are photographers and have & 
lQ **Ce number of photos of Tesla and his 
laboratory equipment from which may be - 
deduced mechanical construction details. 

Curtis# Thomae Stanley . Address: untao™. Aether -Experiments »lth 7" 
- ^ s .high Frequencies currents" 

- T-Jt-Js important to 1 locatfe Mr; Ctrrtis because^ 

no discussed many of Tesla's problems and > ‘- 
appears to have technical data regarding his 

' *V 

Cramps, Shipbuilding Co. Philadelphia, Pa. '/. 

• k ‘ r * Cros by, former Soc. of Commerce, and 
Cr - ps became interested in the radio 7" : 

cdhtrolled boat of Dr. Tesla about 55 years ’ 
a '-’°* * >e E°tiations wore carried on between 

• " ad ths executives.' This .. ■ 

1 Cor.ation w.s furnished by Vr. ferr. - ’ : 

... - * • • w . ' ;_•* ^ • 
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It nay be Veil to'Vontact Ur/Cro*by«*i 
relatives Vr Ur. Cramps. 
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•' :■ 2^“' 1U ' -> 62B .t«^.6t-.nu,Mn f . Island, t.l, 

.••=:'. - ■'- "TT-.- 'i -- -L * i' r - “• Ceito was mentioned to me first by - - - 

v .^T* Kosenovioh and later Ur. Spanel had - s ^ 

• v* C6 i V f 15 1?1 * frtna •fr* Wo * Uvrenoe. - • r ^ 
.*♦ * r * Csito is a sachinest by trade and i" 

**°^ ed <£ or Dr » Tesla as such'from 1916to 
_ 1929. 'He was particularly concerned with 
.the construction of a turbin, and a fountain . 
.developed for a Ur. Hatmalcer. ’ Anon^ other 
.^ things, he.worked on an extractor for * ' — 
sulpher from sea water a^d mechanical 
, ^device for measuring the resistance of a “- : - v 
ball bearing. Ee has little data left.of' 
'■-:■■■ r * T® s l ft * work but has a very good . 

ttenory. He^mentioned the Boston gear :- : *5=k-t 
works, Ur. Bradley, Ur. Miller, the ■-"- - ''—. - 
. Zumbach Machinery Co. and Ur. Barney“levl. 

. ^ r * Ceito's father also worked for - 4 ' -, : v 

Dr. Tesla in 1894 ahd was with him at his ^ 
t . Houston St. laboratory. Ur. Ctito, Sr. 
aoocmpanied Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs' 

In 1899. Ur. Ceito has a very good memory 
and oan furnish additional information." 

p !?f 8 di8COv ered a photograph showing all ‘ 
of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory. 

... ■•.. B ® worlced Cr. Tesla on the development 

• - ‘ ? r v a speedometer for the Waltham Watch Co. 

• J IThis information from interview). 

/ C,ark ' Br? q#0 - ? - * Ro *' 549 E .-. 49t . h st. -i a r,' E1 . 5 .ie03. Do.', KC, -Tg. Co .. 

' (Libraiy) 25 Beaver.St. N.Y.c. Room 514 A, 

•- v- ' . J® 1 .* Hanover 2-1829. Ext 123 . ....... 

v • : '* , r ;, G \ H * cla rk was contacted by virtue of a 

- - :. • “ : '»***'>” P° K r- Oran‘Dunlap ' 

? f the RCA “ or P* Mr. ^lark has a very ;.• 

i« rSe ^? 0ll f Cti0n of per60hal data Pertaining 
• . . v -.. to radio pioneers, particularly L'arconi. 

J; 6 b ^ sj n®ss has been to collect such data 

•••■ . ; ’ of a£sist the prosecution of a suit • 

' •* ■ 4 * - - ' of infrigment against the Marconi patents. 

V®^ s •Ig.^^ot Dr. Tesla, but he knows of . . * 
Ms iro/^and is interested ‘in collecting * 

istoraca 1 data for preservation. Mr/ Clark . 

is a friend of i-r. Sweery# 

Crosby, Poraer Soc. of Comoros, T,-sshin E ton, 9. c^sddrcss ustaw) 

See Cram.ps and Kerr ' : 

%* * • 

Petrel, .Tailors - 2 E. 44th -t. Uuriy HiVl 2-6757. ' K.Y.C. - _ 

'** ., f ^rn was tailor for Dr. Tesla' 

. i_r° U ^ f, ub nos t of his life and may have - 

- V ' : ' ■ ■ - not°otherw* 1 ' i , th resard *• M» •!««*. ' - 

^r-. ' . otherw i50 listed. 

* * 4 1**% m"* . / • K ^ * * 

. • » ■ ? »/. ■. y .. » • ^ • * »•« % • ** , ^ s. * 
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French, $hriiier, and Urner- Shoe Shops. .250 L'adison Ave. Hurry Hill 2-0319. - 
— • K.Y.C. . • * ■- 

. Dr. Tesla purchased cost all of his shoes free 
^this firm for the past 50 years and data may be 
7 gatherer frar. their records 6 uch as mailing -- 
*?.''. c iddros ses, etc. • --- 
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„Cornels,' Fredrick 0 
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F.3*I. Office Federal Court House 31dg. 12th Floor? 
He gent 2-2315 *'/ ■" t ‘ 

1 fr. Cornels was informed of the possible value 
of Dr. Tesla’s data immediately following his 
death. So far as known, no action’was taken. 


»■ 


& 


f - 


V - 


Commercial photostat Conpany, 11th Floor, TFoolworth Bid®-. K.Y.C# .t*- 

Firm which made photostats of Tesla patents* for 

- - ‘ - Kerr. - ' . - . * * 
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Y v • * * ■ " “ 

Cranm, £rnest R. to. contaot call k'r. Clark of FCA. - 

*■' - ] _ i .' Hr.. Cram knows a great deal about Dr. Tesla’s 

. ' relations with the RCA Company. Hr. Cranaa ' > 

. .was a former employee of RCA. 
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Glider,'Kodr.an - 108 E. 82nd St. N.Y.C. Butterfield 8-7397. 

‘ ’ . . Son of Richard Watson Gilder, former Fub. ‘of 

' . . Century Magazine. Mr. Gilder knows of 6 ceio 

. old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 
. his files of the Century Magazine at its . 
dissolution. Thi 6 name was received fren 
Merrington. f . 
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Denmark, Lt. 1270 6th Ave. Room 611, Cirole 6-1464 (restricted number) -~ 

' K.Y.C. U.S. Amy Int. G2. v - 

... '... r . . Lt. Denmark and his superiors were notified 

• ‘ * by ^r. Spanel and Washington with regard to 

p: • Tesla devices. Lt. Deamark was interviewed 

' • ' ■' personally with a group of 4 other officers . '7 

. . T' .** ■[}■ including Hr. Kitchen* .. • '7:7. 

* • » * ii • 

M » — - * » ^ 
* w * % • Y* 

Kirsch, Leon - a former draftsman for Tesla - name from hiss Dorothy Skerritt. 
i This party should be located because he had a 

lot of confidential tiatk of Tesla’6 and made 

many’drawings according to i.’iss Skerritt. 

- _ _ . 

• w V. 

Drews. Lillian -Harfied to. an Austrian b;/' /lame of. DePrec about 1914. . - 

• *■ * ' Kiss 'Drcvts was >i fcec'Vetar^' 0 ^o Dr.‘Tesla prior*.' -^r r ‘ 

^ ^ ' to 1912. Her ^reserJ address is' unknown and ‘ ' r 

6 he was not in good favor with Dr. Tosla, 

according; to Mss Skerritt, the informant. 

* • • 

# * * 

EosPassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr. Tesla. Address unknown. 

Wanted Tesla to stop the Spanish American War. 

* Formerly lived in Kew York# The/Centleman was _ _ 

expensively dressed and wore frocked coat 

♦ * 

similar to Tesla with bright checkered vest# 










t *• 






■ ■ 1 '». - 


..V 






• * • - 




<r 


• *.V* 




W. u V} ' 


-V. 




•x: 




**>*.x - 


r •*• , v • " 

-*•_ •- *. * *v \y 


X -V ' * 


* ^ N •* m 


f- ” ^ 


■e- j 








¥• » *W 
- ■♦■ . 


&e' 


•>• - i^. 









-1 


k • I j ■ * 


.*V 


-. >« 


Ead office in vicinity of 200 Broadway ,~es ^ _ 

late as 1920* Hr. DosPascos'is believed to'.~y yX 
.have engineering data of Tesla’s according. *" 
to Thomas Byrne. 
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DeForrest, $r. £ee- 6190 Hollywood Blvd.'Loe A 

Dr. DeForrest is 
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ff / friend of Dr. _Tes 
v-'„> ar ly 1900*8. There is a possibility 
-’^—that iie'icay be.able to assist in inter- 
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preting Tesla’s works. 
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alive and was a '*ir.]£ 
n the late 90 and 
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^Dubilier, Eilliam - President of Cornell DuSilier Co.V Vanufacturers of 

*"' ;~r CCondensers. Er. G.E. Clark Informs .‘~r. 

... that Er.. t>ubilier .ha6.in his possession - 
• - [fome of the original, notes of the 1699 
...' V r~;- v -: • .‘^experiments in'Colorado Springs. •• 

* . * # • 1 -» • . . • m , . * ' ‘ * <—*• - 4 

•» . w ^ f . . * *8 • . • * m ' ( ** / * # ,>/• • ^ 

F^adenburg, jl.B. A reporter for .theJBrooklyn Eagle during 1920 who had 

- t.‘. .nunerous contacts with Tesla with regard . 

to Power Transmission. His present address 
..it unknown^huthe formerly resided in * _i * 

t Brooklyn unj;il l934. . ‘ -^X 


^ Wl, 


*"T 


- » 






- 






: V 


• 




• ^ 
. e ‘ ~ 


— N. >- 


. * * . . ^ 

.Fittgerald, Francis* A. - Niagara power Commission* Buffalo* N. Y. 

• . • • Mr# Fittgerald, according to a "personal 

t .interview with Dr.. Te6la, wa6 a^frlend 

, a~ .of his pn the A.C. power proposition for 
V - . _the development of Niagara. Ee also told 

. ,,®o. that Er. Fittgerald^ attempted to 
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Canadian Power Corsnisslon JL^ 
1927 for a project to transmit power without 
“ J is V 


* v irC8# Therd « w possibility that he may 
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have some data*-. 
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^-%^™ 8back », E ^ 0 P 'Publisher,' Nes; 230 West‘End Ave. sohhier 4-2130 . ^ 

.V V—J ; ' ® U8 * J 26 Vv Er «>adway, Tell "Rector 2-9690. " 

' ' i!T* ie ? d J 0; ' t#ila f °r ab out 36 years. . ' v 

Published many articles aboyt Tesla during 

1919 in the Klectrical Experimenter and 
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^ later in Science and Invention." Has many • 
c j ,5la 'f original manuscripts and photos. 

Beiieves in all of Tesla** theories Ld has -- 

♦ a »?r k ing knowledge of then. This party ‘ ~ 

:^^ a ®^^taoted.T.syeral y^eks ^ior ttff 
-•* • Dr.JesJTl* a de*th. Era Gernsback attempted" ? 


tb iisti 1 ? r * T *J la Fersona ^ 1 y a ni ftppwled^ 

to Westinghouse for funds in 1933. 


Hammond* John Eayes, Jr. 


.. «j*' • 
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Glochester, Mass. Tel. 2080 

E|*«. Harciond, Sr., financed seme of 

w. Tesla** boat experiments and only 10 

"«n« r8 <* a T° f 0hn Pa y® 6 Hammond, Jr. "operated 
..one of Tesla’s original models. The 

• family .has. one of the boats in their ‘ . 

• ** * W '+UP ‘ • *-V' # t - ^ ^ > V . ..*■.■■■ . » • • • 4. 

‘ v V • - •* * <r - . • .;« • ^ _ 4.. *| . . *. • — .. - f ■ “ V-pa* * , ' - ■ 

——— _ *• # --• a-j. '.. -v _ - ,w.- v . 
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;: ba gat ha rad. from this touroe* 

V ^- • • : !>*- * *"*■*-. . 
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• vr^-^:^ ~*?•*-!>■.-• *.r$—Jroa Csito. This 
.* i-4k< : - f laboratory on ton 

:-r^; : .> • ,*•; $3£.v?*‘ v ; ; *'*£*- -*•*. - laundr y. driverna 

- - “* ■ | Xl • feobbll» rietimvl imi» 1. Jf j 'A' 7 ’ » r ‘* *” 1 


» *r; 


Island J. v ’... ‘ 

Cyroioope Company- »■ • 

^Staployoo Number 5470,*'". 

„ 5400 (Restricted number) 'V -'v'2? 

. ^,,^..211. Use any New £ 0 rk Phone , ^ ‘ ^ 

■" ^~^* r ^ n _^*Vt 0 » ii Tbli party knows of Tesla’* 

tong Island.'through the 
’ named loony Wallen • - v 

v jr - v . *• - ■ • / * - . V-. - * v . ^- * , f- ■? r ? * * •- j 

*J s Pr^e fl « I V &,ri ' M 0 ; °”s'io*ia, - - ; 

-•• " v -- - s -.; notl>een ooiitaoted) V: — 

' . __ 'ft ' ' ^ * • 
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.^. a SJSo.<>We^;- # SW« - H.varro Hot.1, »pt. Itb. 112 cintrir park aouth.V^C. ’•’? 

•:• ^ ~ % . , £ 1, . Clrol# 7-7900, Office- Regent 7-4662. : - 

*;. *•.,•.■ •’■* /_■ '’.vy- President of the Central European Powers ' 

ir^L . " ; r .^Association and former Minister of Ynrr,.i«„i. 
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- .Association and former Minister of Yugoslavia 
.to the U.S. Mr. K. ie one of the two living 
.nephews of Dr. Nikola Tesla (see Nikola Trbjevich) 
Hr. K. Was present in the Hotel New Torker 
on .the morning following Dr. Tesla’s death. V’•-- ' 
Others.present were K.K. Sweety, G.H. Clark. 
.t“ rr -J c t lai6w8 of ®»ny Wue prints 'that were 
in the rooms and a black notebook with 
several hundred’ pages containing the last 
notes of Dr. Tesla. Mr. K» says that some 
of the papers were marked "Government" and 
that Dr. Tesla had told him he had valuable 
Information. Mr. K. ia of the opinion that - 
it may have been for the Yugoslav Gov’t. - i 
He 6ays that no will was found. His attorney ~ ’ 
i« Mr• Wittenberg. He was appointed heir 
by the Surrogates Court .of New York County. 

o SB*id tnn.t the other cephefir waived any ( 
interest* Mr. K. is not in aocord with 
Mr. Fotich, present Ambassador of Yugoslavia 
to D.S., now in Washington. There is a bit 
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v • / -‘’ n . . political unrest in the jjriigoslav organisation. 

* ' .- ^ Attorney, ft3 Broadway, 1T.V.C. Cooper Kerr'JXinhan (att. at>law.) * •] 
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Cooper Kerr'^punheua (att. 

Courtland 7-9334 - also associated by Byrna. 
This firm was the patent attorney for 112 of 
the iesla patents* They also instituted the 
proceedings of the infringement suits for the 
s TTestinghouse Company. Mr. *err knew Tesla •'•• 
very well ano can give considerable data. 

Mr. Cooper, now deceased, was horcever# the 
main instigator of the patents for Te&la. 

Mr. Cooper left this firm 6ome time ago'and ^v. 
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.Tesla apparently took s.bme of his business^ 
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.^, ... *r. B ^va«.T;.ia^wein n rrrao^-. ^ 

. 34 . 4 -:^:-;: : . rf ; ? f **» oonneotiona with the felon 

v;.• •* '.-•> - 5>f** B a wealth of .Information in the * • '• ' • ' ‘ 

^ r;:' V / ^ *•-••;* «?p!!® f T thl * ? 0BpWV regardlng'the ayatm 

«a any -patents in- 

gM winoh wore never issued. H r . &, rr an<l 
->;thr d We ? 00 nt 5 c te<* before y r . Tesla*. 
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^™^w k '° rnol *’ r f hot °e m f fcsr 
,3s:.:•. • ' -f . Tugoslav group. Office believed to bo . 

I-’ :*••* - |Jf •**-* 2nd St. and Residence in Long I e i^ d ' ' ‘Vr 

City. Be icav b«? *v_ eAaEa - 
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S^s* a H friend b * ! /y a0 > d through E ?Sent 8 7^4662. 

** U a friend of Ifr. ltosonovich. •■-.■■■ ;•■'i : - 
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Rea* Belgrad, Yugislovia at the Tesla Institute ^ 

' the W w% a * choo J Bate/ of Tesla in Grott. See '' ^ ‘ 

. •.,, v. the ?* n of Au s«t 27 , 1931 . a . ■ 1 -^- 

" ■¥% ; . St *>*‘ J: C ! ^gineer, workd for Leon Ottineer- ;r : 

V'' r ; : ' : ; 7 -■ ■■?:■ ■ ■ Courtland 7-6500. . . . tin6e p . : v 
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v P&rts for Tesla»s laboratory. n e save'that 

Vela?ivfs t a l d f ° m J ti0n re S ar ^ng Leach»a • 
. relatives and perhaps drawings. • 
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Levi knew orV.r - v * lt0 Hh0 6&ld that . 

.52,5"^ ’° by t; i-: : 
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...Lucan, John - address unknown - ores 1 ™^ *- w. , . . ^ 

j:* v . Wecff^^eswied to be in Manhattan. A former .* 

■*w4*-.'**r-"-v •*.* - - ;• ■ ?. »l«6tern Una on lVcn... 1 _ ^ . vrmer , 


- » , T • *« *Bwauan. A former »* 

Jjae of.v\ / A >* ' 

- » 4v 'cV&cta r S* rdl «S recent *V^’ 4 


4*0h. Arthur, lived in England'. Seneved to be near London* ’ a 

Farnilv had err,;- ., ar tondon, now deceased/ 

Tes a rLhH- t Cer6bl£ correspondence with 
wires. S - n 5 transmission of; power.without 
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_ Tesla’s for about 25 years. Has '*T: i ' , i|. 

' ', much old data regarding Tesla and has talked ••/v . ' 
■"£' to him on many oceasions regarding power V ,y.± 

7 transmission .and the war effort. Has Assisted 
Z, greatly.in proejding information for gathering .• ;f- r 
<; * material* etc." This party was eontacted -. r ,^, " 

before Dr.ZTesla'e death. ."- ;*" r ^ - *■*’ 
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T^Buth S. The Tugo Slow Society* 565 Eth Ave. Room 607. Rl-8-0256 <•? V,'' 
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Martin/ Octavo# ©nployoo of Hotai Naw Yorker and friend of Teela# " ~ . * ’v- 

.* _*■**,•.♦ ■ ■ •- - * .*.• - * -- ■ *V * . . 

-.- v . # ^ ^ ‘ ’• ■• • ‘ *• - " ' • - r 

^'-Zj^^h 6 * 8 "Grenville (deceased) wife was Gana Walker* Ket. Star sponsored ^ : . 

v??® 7 ‘'V'■’■< '. ‘V ...... .'.'•' by McCormick. The family lived in England Z'Z'' 
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^.r s - 

«?* :*C - . 


if- •■-; 

v<- ■- 


1: . **- 
- - 


^ <* 


, fc. 

•&r 


...«5». 5 .'V*-rt- - • '•'X+r-ry. ■.;■ ■■ 

< ** •.+' i.' - wi.• .- ■ * ^r. • -• 

. >- r ^ r. . 

Mott, ^.Jordan* Jr. 
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until hi? ,eath and his wife now resides in 
Now York. ^Kr* Matthews was refered to in *'-*■.■■ 

Tesla's articles for the Telephone and Telegraph 
Age for Oot. 1927. Mr. Matthews had correspon¬ 
dence with Tesla on the so-called "Death-Ray"* 

Gana halker has all pf her husband's data. * •'■A'y’i / 

4 v r.-*vV? • ■ b*"'^ v .> i 

s. 90th'it. K.T.C. But: 6 I. 45th St.".;" *' • 

. 1.1 > Vtnderbilt 6-0345. t <&. * • _ !y 

"The Mott family financed Tesla in various ^ 

■ *■* ventures. They may have some of this data. 
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Go's sett,''W* 6 . Ford Mvseiss, Detroit, Mich. I" 

'• .'• i-l. -jj )£r. Gossett is associated with a Mr. Blaok 
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while he i 6 on leave, of absence to the Anny. 
Mr. hl&ck may be reached regarding some models 
.'■ of Tesla'f which are understood to be on 
"display at the Ford Museus. 
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Nathan* Thoma, A* 25 E. 83rd St. N.Y.C. ... ' . . 

do not Mnow what connection this party had 




. t • 


. i * 


Tel* Freeport 2-493. ■ 

Soienoe editor of the New *ork Herald Tribune, 
230 If. 41 St.*N.Y.C. Pennsylvania 6-4000. 

'' .'"Mr. O'Neill has known Dr. Tesla for 40 years. 

Be has hnd many discussions with him regarding 
^7'his equipment and.scientific ventures. He" ' 
.interested Dr. Tesla in 1934 and .1935 to 
"present the'matter of national protection 
tteviees to the U.S* Govt* Mr. O'Neill made 
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-- ^.•4 Contacts and the. natter was dropped. „ 

^ /Mr. 0 ‘Keill has notes of 1938 and 1939 wherein 1 
Te;ela deolared he had been hpproached ty 
. the British Govt, through Stanley Baldwin and , f 
. r j Keville Chacerlain to negotiate for one'of his 
X; devloea • >fr». 0*Neill thought that the sua"\i_ ; v 

• /_ offered was for 30 nillions of dollar*. ' In the 
'«w^ interview. Dr. Tesla stated that his device % : . 

would operate over arrange of 200-250 niles. 

•;• >?r. 0*Heill is of the opinion that Tesla had 

,’^ 4 toxisval powers. Mr. Lawrence is.of the opinion 
- \ 7 * thjfct he .does not know what ho is talking about.' 

■ *Hvfc..®*M.eiH can furnish ouch additional information.' 

-' - v; r .i'. 

KflfwI.ftH Pant ow Haw* ~ - ’ 


v'-1^ Greenlief "Whittier..£9 Ealton St. Newton Center^ Mass. : V - , 

>4 •■ • . . i ■ -^ a8 a Ver y good.friend of Dr. Tesla! 

‘s^s-.T .sTi^,-r• ••; % .® r * .riekard developed the vertical antenna ^ < 
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n^3^^®?y^ nc %^otpfraphers, 362 5tfi Ave/ N.Y.C. his 74713 ' 

->X : - . .They have photos of the old Tesla'Laboratory and 

pictures of Tesla to 1914. ~ 
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system and.has correspondence with Tesla .... ... 
Concerning "wave propagation". This Information - ^ 

.should be valuable. 
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^ *. '■• ^djTflSB unknown# however he resided in 

' . Manhattan frP IlSrmf AD tfnawa L. . 4»._ 
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^Manhattan 

fWr w - —- —- y — —■• ™ w.iv n au s wt wot 3JF 

^associated with Cooper Kerr and Durham. v He . 
"was last known %o be associated with an 
attorney by the name of Bean in Manhattan. "'Be 
worked out many of Tesla»s details concerning 
Power Transmission and Tesla gave him many ~ 

notes according to Mr. frerr. » 

#' * 

'* 0S • - ' # ' ’ ; 

Hadosavijevioh# Paul, H. New York University, Professor, Education Dept 

■ ■•,.-V:*7 ,7 : Spring 7- 2000. - ... •*• • 

;/• •' ®f Tesla for 35 years and knows'mueh 

°J M « Work with regard to the retina and bile 
• - . ohemistry. .. . . . • * 

;V - - • Pitohen, (first name unknown) Anti-Trust Division, Custodian of Allen 
'*•'■ Property, 18th Floor, 120 Broadway, N.Y.C. - 

Pegent 2-3582 (restricted number). Mr. Eitoheh''- 

tile* _. _ .• M . 
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jiupc^LOtf : fcbc^6rip.ve agents who yferiir^ 
'>esp<*»lb> for .the sealing of the^ property In - " 
the Manhattan warehouse and various hotels. On 
Saturday eve., January 10, 1943. This office 

worked with Lt. Denmark. ; 
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•*.. Astor, 


. John Jacob (Lady Ribblesdale). now living in the U.S. • ••• 

:; ; _.420 Park r Ave., Plata 9-6646 ' . . ".r >^7. ; . 

. - •■ “ -ify^Jibblesdale is the Mother of Vincent Astor 

;r v ' “ .. ... '• " - financed numy of Tesla’s developments about ,-^" r ' 

- . ir . . . ;-;v. .;■••' and ^heir family may have data of importance. 
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_*o year*. Be beoatte a oloto ocnfldent of hi* * * 

1856*^?.^^* * a<1 - <, i d * ^^ notable work in ^ 

JJtteri fraS ^K S#d f ? F l Election of 100 
, y i* ‘ i? 1 variou ® •oientifie authoritiea 

*^y< , oosnenoratiag Tesla*. 75th birthday. Mr.Vreerv -- 
: r ®fy •rtiolo* about Dr.'ta.lJ and ha/ 7 

- J®“! ®J d Oiipping* and Bi.oeilaneou* data ' " 

inOl UdinC* «AVdbt-«l KaaU. ^ 
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, inoluding several books detailing Te«la*s wort 

* £s* ^ y n5 0 ";* P ? 0d#d / ith *• Bo.kan Ld 

_ : . J r *S*®oty would like to write a book of 
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UJl5L b ff • • Dr * *® sla,# d ®ath. (kuch 
infomation can be obtairfed here). 
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of Tesla for about 
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>.. did not enjoy 


~® 9 ftll of Tesla 9 s work* Vore 

w M w^ A tAtta a A M ^ — _ a ^ 


. .. . -y *' • w * iOBis's wore. Ko 

r .. r '^> .information can be obtained here. 
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^ Grant Terrace. karoneolc/ H^Y. . , 

k ' rs * Scherff was the auditor for Tesla for •?• 
nany years and has auoh information to give,' 
ohe has information concerning Tesla’s personal 
things and technical data and can provide 
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muoh of value, including old documents 
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» 11188 Dorothy Sk5Vrhtt ean furnish additional 
• information regarding him. 1 
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Jtme 8 , 1949 

MEMORANDUM FOR HR. WHITSON 

0 \ 

2 E: SAva N. ZOsANOVIC 

YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR TO TnE US 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 65-47953; 


Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Mohr 


Mr. Pennington_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. Nease^_ 

Mias Gandy_ 


PURPOSE 


• • 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
•EREIM IS UNCLASSIFIED -* 

jate^jlL: 
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reference8 T L 1 \L em ^rm\ri“ ltted , t ° incor P orate H the 

*- *•>.!» irtoJSTtf m entltied i ° diTia “ i *• u 

received “ thle lndW14 “ il »«■ information was 

‘of his uncle NikoSe.jT ?° £se » 6l <>n of tne scientific papers 

inrestigation deterged that *os£^ Subse 4 uei “ 

tncse scientific papers to tne Allen Eneny CustoJaTIn Jew T In'clly* 

(05-47953-E1 & Serial 3 & 4) 

tne purposj™ LoSSSS mLTTITJ' f? "V. ««. for 

he required to register under tne Porelgn^Agents'L^JtrJujrLj!' 1 '’^ 1 i0n Cn0Uld 

forwarded n^?Lt 1 fl5S^i.t^*”^?.“ 1 I.t 1 SJl! d ' , “ pr,, ^ rl ! r 

»a. sent «oTljri^;™ y 'L^S°S C 1 ^“ 1 ?* t '° report *- °” of"which 

report not pertinent), ini. case i. currentij m a^L^t^S’ (<>tMr , . 

(>AJ, 

c. J. Myrtle *' 


6fU 


cc — Mr. iaaa 
cc “ Mr. Fletcher 
cc - Whitson 



■Him 


C f ~ Mr Myrtle 


l V w 


; t 


CJK: jpa 


THIS MEMORANDUM 


„ • 4,4 T imi ^ UM 11:5 Al^07TT^TRA T T VE" J PU R P6f^ 

TO BE—DSSTROVeJd AFTER 'ACTTOITTET'TA'KEN" AN© -NOtS^O^fxLes 

4 * ’ / * ■ 


Office i\VLemo^ndum 


UNITED SV TES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM ; 


_ SUBJECT: 


The Director 


D. Ladd 

5AVA N. KOSABOVIC 
I .'TLRUAL SECURITY - YU 
Bureau File 65-47953 


DATE: 


« 

April 3 , 195 ^/as^/ 

1 /v) TolMB ' 


ALL IKFGHMATIDM COST A INEZ) 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ...4 




relating J f nad f, to "V memorandum dated March 2©, 19^0 

relating to tfed"telephone inquiry by the Yugoslav Anbassadow c n "„ > 

N; Kosanovac as to the possibility of obteifinga cor? of a 

aim co ; .y of the technical papers of thewlate f'ikolaJ'Vel „ u 

famous scientist who died in New York in 1943 . * l! *k esla » world ~ 

known to have & trled tfobLin W ‘ * nephew of Tesla and is 
death « me «J ?? 1 obtaan tcese papers at the time of Tesla's 

Property ** ^ AU '" 

possesion of "T*? <*’«**» tool: 

«fcic!. ,*s interested £ cor^r TesL” note^iTSlf °4ft ?? 
^™44 P SrM J br ES devel °^ V * fern, scientist 

' n r;? vt cr " is ** 

to perfect t’ i -irelr^^^ K .,.'f®‘. t ‘" ^ T "f la h f d b£rn endeavoring 

f ' r _ ree.—’ 1 * V 1 *' ! --- ,£lrn c - s..octracal current, 0*10 o r 

~‘*I' . v '*‘ 7 fcC 1 nvo - vec ' 2n the ©reduction of a "Death *rv» 

-■* c.bsequent_y entered the Armv, a n c' in Octcbp’r ic/c * " •» 

St our !’er York Office, to^Uer''i+v ■*??-*’ 1 "^ 5, a??eereQ 

tc nwi-t"' ' » to request our assistance ir. otteirirg access 

tc Tesla's paper? which were stored in a rare*™.-. «* +£ -- £ ff 
Storage Comoanv + -, .~- D i a ■> i_- a arc “ u “ e ° x the • anhettan 

that time, to the Alien Proper”y Custodian 1 ?hfh^s ^o^ed’tf 

^erf e de^? VfiStigeti ° n ° f Tesl *‘ S AilSStL* 

* 

• of the '^fnfhfhf!bl Cff t C V f Propert >' or tb © department 

■„ n.». e i t be able to furnish a copy of "es^a^ rAnorc 

J* !• f *“«•? tfct the -fshcuid Jecii^ 

_ .t.rc for i.h. 5. material, which althouri possillv o' -o rr^ Dr t 

. ue from a rational Defense standooirt, cov'd ^till oorooiT-i V* 1 
be of assister.ee to the "uroslav Ooier^ent. conceivably 

COPIES MSTROVBD 
14 4 °CT 2G I960 . 

D 'f » , *-A ^ ^ ^ J A 

..- - ys . 


tOlcvia 


Trmcy 


T*l»e Room 


RECO* 


ENDATI 



1* Th:^t the attached letter explaining that w? have never 
had such a cony as he requests, be sent to Nr. Nos novie. 


2. Thrt the attached 
them tc make further inquiry at 
advising that firm thet we have 
allegedly claim, be forvrrded. 


mono to the New York Office, instructing 
the Manhattan Storage Company and 
no co: v of Tesla*s papers as they 




rORM NO. 64 


Office. Memorandum • united 


STATES GOVERNMENT 



Director, FBI 


DATE: 


April 17, I 950 


ROM 


: SAC, New York 

6 

SOBJBCT: SAVA N. KOSANOVIC 


u 




T*T 

JLA* 


TERNAL SECUhlTY-YTJ 


(Bufile 65-47953) 

Eebulet dated April 3 last 


Al L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, 

n&TF 7 . W&vyftm 


« 011 April 7> 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr. J.V. POT'S v 
^%'* reax * en *’ the Uaniiattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street 

Yoric . Cit y* at that time lit. POTTS advised that the 
v, >» w* S £^‘ rm .rf^uired that all persons gaining access to goods stored 

nL^datrof^ilit^ fil1 ° U i 311 appropriate fora setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods. 

wna-iT S*^ctT V 1 ^ °L! h ! file per taining to the storage of the effects of 

penra^taidf of*?? 5 reve aled that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 

occos/ion t-ooic place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at which time representatives 
of the TESLA Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 

w* nhnUL o C 5 f c * tS f re stored in «<*» 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage's 

warenouse at 52nd Street &. 7th Avenue, New York City. rrt .— , 

stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approaim&ly 10 velre ™ n„ 

io«»«tl»n,..Ut.d that he C ° uld recan W™ r? 9 P 43 

>hen an examination was made of the ESLA effect. K e stated that at that 
time numerous photographs were taken by the examiners. His description of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reproduction was made 
J « jf the PfP e rs or the deceased scientist. If;. KING added that several 
of the O roup making the examination wore U.S. Navy uniforms, and durin- the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 

KTNG P no r !^ e ‘^ + €d t0 ^ m . 0nly 33 "™UE}*L AUTHDJiITIES*. According to S. 
KING, no Ooher instance o^ microfilming of the records of the TESLA es A -te 
taken place since that time. LA eSl ' ote 1133 

tioned above by 


cc: 65-12290 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 105-1391 


/ / ilh. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan Iron 

/ SAVA N. EDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan info need him, in any way, that an ex— 

I amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone* In fact, added UR. 

I POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has been in the 
form of bills for storage* 

Mfi. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made* 

Interviewing agents explained to iSR. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned a Dove , was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

« 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contenulated by this 
office. CLOStl). 






































































HI. 100-81741 . 



SEl 


Clerical Employeo 
Duties: General clerical work. 


Rcsidonco: 


New York City 



AC TIVITIIS OF CONSULATE EUPLGgras 

Unless other sources are accredited, all informatioi^^— 
appearing in this report was received from Confidential Ihforman-tfl|||^H| 
However, it is pointed out that a considerable amount of the infoSS^^^n 
received from this informant is quite old and was not' set out in previous 

rc.jorts due to the unavailability of a Serbo-Croatian translator at the 
time . 



OiWu^^3. 1947 > JHH 
of and asked! 

• at^nffn^WLav Relief 1 
articles had been used in an exhibition• 
as they were all packed but s tate^that | 
things after the Yugoslav shipflHBlc; 


the 

the* 


On July 26, 1947 


[v/as in contact with 
to give him a list of the 1 things 
dMuse for the Consulate. The 
■ did not know the list inasmuch 
would civo him a list of the 


insulate and ci 


jo was reported to be 

contacted 


ifjKJaS 


appointment he had with 


1 


o go aboard 


taiicea v/itt 


On July 28, 1947 
.sued that he hacL 


[contacted^H 
•ned from mm 


•ked that 


^yj^na^m^^jetwne^fron^asnjyTtton, whore he 

■■■■maoe eariicrinquxries^io^.n th^war. 
Sx^man hadtg^iephew^in America, ondJjjHBand' 
(phonetic), then asked 
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FROM 


jutr i*7] Korrio* . i ' • * 

.«;/ Ml C7HI IOI.H.* 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BUFFALO 
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date: 8/20/76 




NTIAtf 


• , " , 

Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76. 

LHM, captioned ’’NIKOLA TESlJ^Nn^fpivr? copies of an 

n a ^ is self-exDlan^tnw __ _ i 



? ) i \ 



YORK, ” Which is self NIAGA ? A FALL * 
designated for Legat Ottawa ? ie C0 PY iSj.being -y 

are being furnished to New York^ ohe 0 ^^ 00 ’#?* 0 C0 P ies ^ 
since they had previous interest ?£«-£? NewprFfor information 

to WFO for infoLatioS becauJIfof S ^ ev ’ ? nd one copy 
dignitaries who attended^r^e^^W^,. 

office concerning thedl t °^ tle attention of this ^ 

Monument vwS^fs a bUei“ni?ai°:il?% Klk0 ^ Tesla 
Government to the United Stata~ ? n^f fro ? Jugoslav 
•••;' from the United States,Yu 2 osiCi* D *J^°? atl * re P rese ntatives 
j attended the affair. No fu°th2i ? ? a *aaa reportedly 

' Buffalo and it is"closing inquiries being made at 

1S clos mg its case administratively. I i 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
August 20, 1976 


NIKQLAxCESLA- 
MONUMEfF / 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 




S\ 


An article appeared in the ’’Buffalo Evening News,” 
?«aUy™spaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
19/b, which in part contained the following information: 

e . article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 

Statue of ’Genius' Tesla.” 

T t e art i cle contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
rirst man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. v 
in 1888, he invented a system to make the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at 37 was a millionaire 

™ si ed at the a § e of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. J 

The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 

. The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. ZARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 
the Socialist Union of Croatia, representing Yugoslavian 
President TITO, as both pulled the cord unvfililg the nine 
foot high statue of TESLA. ,, s 

r’ ! , aAO/ j i 

. f (L< M- * 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 


NIAGARA FALLS T NEU vnvv 

KRSINIC and h w a rthe t bicencfnnf=f :e ?^ y Yugoslavian FRANO 
peopie to the United States ^t^nf ?£ Ch ? Yugoslavian 

official greetings f-rnm i-u* Botb of the above men read 

pledges to continue good wiU Ind'frienH S” d f xchan 8 ed 
two countries. 6 1A1 and friendship between the 

a receptlo^Lnlheon^as^fd'f^ follow * n ! the unveiling, 
at the Parkway-Ramada Inn Ni^o Z S | V ?f al hundred persons 

ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian 2ff ra F ?U*. »«« York. Mr. 

by that country's Ambassador t-„ rf at M 0a w hl°h was answered 
BELOVSKI. Y ^Dassador to the United States, DIMCE 

diplomatic^bypla^betweer^Mr^ZARR* a bit of 

SSS'LSEg"V*®" u 7-?^ a --tk ad0 a r t the 

to stop an harassment^of^Americans 

the Ambassador gave d assuran^’th^t B V t0ast at the luncheon, 

visitors and wifi welcome ?hf m f h H COU ? try want s Americai 

that the Yugoslav n fe^ease e of r a^i C Am , ®° me ° bserver s thought 
seven month! was timed ?o held for the pfst 

statue. lmed to colnc ide with the unveiling of the 

Yugoslavian group^in cooperation S w^?S n fK red - by several 
J°^® r Corporation, Westinghouse anrf tb M Niagara Mohawk 
Park and Recreation Commission.* ^ the New York State 

a daily newspaper published^in N? t ^ ie "Niagara Falls Gazette, 1 

captioned "Zarb Calls for En^ l f S S ra FalFs * Ne « York, ’ 
the article dealt- wi yu Ener Sy Independence for U. S.” 

Monument and stated that acco^* 1 *” 8 of , the Nikola Tesla 
Ambassador to the ceremonies ™ 3I r y i' ng ol he Yugoslavian 

PAVLE SAVIC, President^f 1 the°Academv^oF 9?6 ' Wer S »*■ 

academy of Science of Serbia, 


hisF w 



/ . ' . 


NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 
NIAGARA FALLS 


NEW YORK 


Srk V CU y y ESX0VIC ’ Yu « oslavl “> Consulate General in New 


July 24 
article 
be twe e n 
the day 
on July 


in , the "Niagara Gazette" on 

KStidsSSS thatfriendship and co^rat^ 

as^that d «- Y j S ° SlaVla WaS the ^ heme of 

23,1976 dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 



-j 

r ;* £ 

r.KM a 


tried to ™ e JS en i Shi ? W f S P ers °nalized when a Yugoslavian 

to attend C t r he SS deSicatL d n r wfthout a a a vLa? *“ °“ ited Statas 

« • 

Montreal S?Iw di ? idU 5 I was G ° JK0 SEKULOVSKI, who was in 
Commission^ ^ugoslSvia! “e^lso S^Ss°to t te 2hf PiC 
country? ° ecretary -° f State f0r Forei « n Affairs in that 

missed the H Snve“ung otlhe^sS? 3 " VlSa “ d al “° St 

border, which saved the day. S y across the 

there appeared an article concerning the unwiUrZ 
s t a tue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH i*f rh 

a sneaJr S ° t Sl ?h V 6 ian ^ eriC ^ BicenSafS™ 

f c S aff f lr * Dr * MAGLICH also serves as 

New 5 Jersey 0 ^ ^ GOGH^T 85 "• C °5 po E atlon > ^inceton, 

sey. L/r, i^GLICH eulogized the inventnr tfct a 
and stated "only America could* have taken?Viant If' t»=, . 

to bring his r ?affnt i ?o a i d s P teIt id use h o? h!^aSltyf" he "“** 


3 



NIKOLA TESLA 

MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS. NEW YORK 



. r ’ Established sources, who- have furnished reliable 
information in the past and were in a position to observe 
the commemoration of the Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. * 
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BAC, ChicagorO-0G*"'38U0£) 

director, FB^ 6 ^ 8526) ' 

?U003LAV OONSTJLAte GENERAlZ CHICAQO, ILLINOIS 
INTERNAL SECURTTT - TU J 0-^ 




February 19, 1953 \ 
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Attached is the translation which you requested by letter 
dated January 22, 1953* 

The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 

attention ^.s necessary. 

Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 
this connection is set forth below: 

_ Ci 

Returned 
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Item No. 1: 

This announceroont by the 
all Americans of Yugoslav descent in the Chicago area to attend a coml 
memoration affair to be held at Kordovan Hall, 1502 South Racine Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois, on November 16, 1952, at 3 P.V., in observance of 
the 9th anniversary of the founding of the Yugcdav Republic. Representa¬ 
tives of the FPHY, continues the announcement, will spea^ at this affr-r. 
The Tamburica orchestra "Jadran" (Adriatic) will furnish the music and ’ 
the Slovene Singing Society "Prance Presereri" will appear on the program. 



The following paragraph in the announcement appears <n bold 

face type: 


"It is/our desire to have the friendship between our new 
homeland and our v homeland - Yugoslwvia - deepened and strengthened still 
more, because this will be to the benefit of the peoples of both 
countries. It is our duty as Americans of Yugoslav descent to help 
as much as we can in this sense. Our celebration of the Day of the 
Republic is dedicated precisely to this end." 
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GERTRUDE RAJACIC* secretary* 

ires ' dent. 


> » H * > rmg* » ^ f » —\ 


i r fcd 



This mutilated ,'etter is datelined Chicago, December l(n 
arKi i3 addressed by consul YOZL MDRAVEC to the Slovene Emigra¬ 
tion Society (Slovensko. Jseljenisk" L'atica) in Ljubljana, Slovenia,^ 
and reads in substance as follows: 



MORAVEC advise/ that he was on a visit to Cleveland several 
weeks ago and that on this occasion he spoke to several members cf 
the Central Committee for a Slovene Concert TourlfSlcvene Octet). 
Although the preparatory work is going along fine, continues M0RA7FC, 
there are certain difficulties stemming from the (Slovene Emigration) 
Society which directly hamper this word: and which can easily bring 
about the failure cf the octet «r even bring into question the octet's 
arrival in the US. Most of the difficulties MORAVEC attributes to a 
luCj. of understands ng on the part of the above-named Slovene Societ" 
of the "American situation." 


"In the first place," says MORAVEC, "it is necessary to 
emphasize that this tour by the octet IS NOT being organized by SATJ.l, 
but rather by the Central Committee in Cleveland, which is a completely 
separate body from 5ANo and works independently, fids com-jttee i r 
neutralj it belongs to no politic:;] ^overrent and an attemt has hren 






bic 


but muut ra^ er return then and consequently w he entire prcceiure, 
from the local necple's committee right up t- the Ministry of Interior, 
has to be repeated. In the reports concerni.nr the Consular iervi.ce 
we constantly made reference to this problem and begged the Ministry 
of Interior to verify the accuracy of documents (at least the crude 
errors wnich anyone can detect), .the situation has non improved some¬ 
what, but tne problem of slowness still remains in sending documents 

so that in urgent cases we are forced to expedite the matter by tele¬ 
gram. 


t- u. Apropos*the conversation with 

tho proposal to the Personnel Se ction of 
asking for authorisation to hircjSHH|fl| 
clerk at the Consulate (she 
ooaae from Hercegov inat sh e is ndw visiting 
position she earnedfl|HBs month for a ay 
can be author^eda^^^rting salary of at le 
(approaohlng)HMHM|Bakrl talked to f 


'Sation with the ambassador we sent 
j^^^^^^UJiniatry of Interior 

second female 
inoTO -\n th. ti « while her parents 

^ — In her present 

for a 5-d*y week, consequently, she 
•ry of at least this much. Before 
; talked to five other female clerks - 


some because^ theyearaedifcre money in their present positions than 
we can give them, sane for other reasons, turned down the offer. 

The present female clerk we shall be able to release only after 
another one is hired and broken 4n and after we find another female 
clerk to replace the present one. 1 W© remind yon that t he Co 
had less work in past years and ye^had^inaddition 

flHHjHrhile during l?pl it 



/• problem of purchasing a house for the Consulate 

-ror, before. ^ e are now raying &00 a month for the Consulate 
ju -or who residence r f the Consul General, a t^tal of YOG 
wiiich means J7200 a year. c took an interest invarious houses 

im ’ c “ T rG f ° r Sale and ascer tained that for $5ofto 780,000^w-nldJret 

a building for the Chancery, the residence of the Consul General 
and one or two small rooms in addition. If the offer for purchasing 
a house were to be accepted, we/would forward concrete proposals for 
your consideration, fce remind you that the present premises of the 
Consulate are small (we need atj least one more room) and consequently 
this too would be settled by thie purchase of a house * 

Item No. 12: ' 

A routine memo concerning the personal correspondents of 
the late IfiKQLA TLdLA and the possibility of purchasing the same from 
unidentified owner (name illegible). There is also a notation to the 
effect thaV*PALANDACIC has wily receipts of the money which he sent 

TESLA as aid/ - 7 //. 

• ‘ ^ 

Item No. 13: 

The first page.of item no. 13 is insufficiently legible to 
render intelligible translation. \ \ 
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Dr. Hike 
Office of Alien 


This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th 

to your 
ou 
of 




his death# by 
of Justice 



Sincerely yours# 

Kelley 

Clarence K. Kelley 



• ••■ * • . 



1 ■■ The Doputy Att o raoy _ 

Attention» —S usan - H. - HawsoiR EC 22 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a! C/ 

world famous electrical inventor# and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla’s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition oflihis t-.anhnic al pa pe rs 
The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles contain no information identifiable wi^pi ij^juest^jrs 
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™ E INSTITUTE OF 
V ELECTRICAL and 
9 ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEERS, INC. 
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engineering management society 
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iin 27 *983 


I CUTSIt* SOURCE Jr^Q 


Director, Federal Bureau or *. 

Washington, D.o. 2053? ° f ^hvestigatlon 

^ 

Sir, A' r- 



-Try 

/l^L ' £<? rO 


M 


As a member of the tpt?b t « a 

In nor option Greatest an0ther soci ®ty 

it iT ° P , on IMvine some knowledge nto?? nt °r of all Time?" 

hL e 1 eoL r o 7 t , Ud . 1 ' 0 ' 7 - *« t2S°u Si,r®® Si:i ^ 1a «^r 

his electro-teehnloa 1 work by our gowrClt! ^ li6S sa PP™“iOh of 
?he third from last parse™ t,v, * a. 

use of Jh-A U »« revealed whether tie U.s/c”^™^ 


fIpsi Ilf4r*£ ss-r- ‘ 

2r«SSSi.“ OK STS £:.■»£• 




Thank you. 
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J-l c $-eeirc/) ft!Clift 


E«oc AO Adm._ 

Ex«c AO Inv. —. 

Exoc AO LES _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Adm. Sorvs. 

Crim. Inv. _______ 

Idtnt. _ 

tnsp. _____ 
Intsll, _______ 

Lob__ 

Logoi Covs. ' 
Off. Cong.jL Z$T 

Public A If*_ 

Roc. Mgnt. ... 

Toch. Sorvs. _ 
Training _ 

To lo phono Rffl. 
Director's Soc*y_ 


Dear Me. Bllenbergen /7 1* n * f ? 

information°clnoe?nin9 t Dr le Nlkoll°Tesla PBI req “ estin 9 

for reply. 9 Nikola Tesla was referred to me 

a thorou9h°?eview a of the^e^feots^f^r^Jsla Bade 

ilcSS £l! U louni £iC H?s -^ t - the T Un1? ed t0 S ?:^ ra ia a 

hattan Warehouse and storage Company W « e 5 ?^” in a <, -, a J the Man_ 

New York, New York whorl ?>L pany fc 52nd and 7th Avenue, 
his death. ParticlpIwS; inL ? pparen tlY were taken after 
atives from the New York^an^ w examinat i°n were represent- 

Property cJsSlian! 2j oSloTS^lStlff 1 '’? °* tb * Allen 
Development at the Massachusetts fic Resear °h and 

Office of Naval Intelligence and^nffrSS*®^ Technolo 9yr the 
The FBI did not participate In thIs^in^M N ^^;; 6ar ° h • 

It was the con^red°o|IS2? ot“ ? "/^V 

examiners "that there exist amongD?* Je^laV^fr”* 3 " !? f thOSe 

sions no scientific notes. deser?r»i-f«„« 1 u? papers a "d posses- 

methods or devices, or actual aSSari?»f °^ h i therto unrev ealed 
significant uaIha ».ut cuaA a PP ara tus which could be of 

a hazard in unfriendlv^andS 11 " tC Jh° r which would constitute 
technical Sr wa * bought to tnrtro- 

should be retained, and in February**!Q 4 ^ CU fh° dy ° f the p *? pert y 

were released to Mr. Sava N. Kosa.novic^nr fc 5 e P a P ersS SpP a renti y 

the administrator of his estate Mr v Dr * T ? s f a 8 nephew and 

that time was 112 Cental lark sou‘^ - J 08 ®" 0 ^ 0 ^ addrratf ST' ' 

general Park South, New York, New York. 

BHM:kmf (4) 

1 K.' 


4fiUG 311S8j 


. L- 


mail room G3‘ 


,-p^v 

/■ * » 


J. / 


FBI 


T - \ 






Our files do not reveal any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since the 1940s, and their current 
whereabouts or condition is unknown. 

Sincerely, 


Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


1 - Mr. 

NOTE: Reply discussed with^J^^m^^^FOIPA, RMD, who has 

handled similar requests foi^^Tformation in our files concerning 
Dr. Tesla. In numerous previous responses, we have said that 
the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
impounded Dr. Tesla's papers after his death. However, the 
Office of Foreign Litigation, Civil Division, indicated that 
Dr. Tesla's papers are not in their possession and may, in 
fact, have been turned over to Tesla's nephew and the adminis¬ 
trator of his estate, Sava N. Kosanovic, in February, 1943. 
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Christ ian-Evangelist p423-4 A p 1 « •« 

Lit Di«, t 121:33 r e j j .35 
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Ttnw 29:35 Mr 1 $7 pop J?*. Mr 2 
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Who’s Who in America 1942-43 


CURRRNT biography 


xf STAUSS. EMIL GEORgAtON /.a, 
ton) Oct. 61 1877—Det(n* ( ^ Iou ‘ 

state councilor an/t ir' r '4% 1 German 

»»^i££swj: 

Obituary 

N Y Times pI7 D 12 *42 

^ E ^ C « es n »^ Nov - * 
newspaper drtoonist, N "BilT * *d J* 

World W«TS£& 

• its founding in 1914 •_.*» . ^'^^Iphia from 
January 1942. Unt ” lt5 * us Pension in 

Obituary 

N Y Times p44 D 20 *42 

~^J* SL 7 A 'ml K °o„' V e ! 2 ! ) Ju 'y 9 - 1856— 

electrical inventSs aM dSie^Vs^‘ aST***"* 

ssl-j art-ftrtgvas: 

V’death beam* poUrihrf £j£h* , mv< ? ,ed » 

0.000 airplane, »^.» d!„an^f 250°mi& 

insS^sV" 1 1,n,y ° f >’A M 

Obituary 

N Y Times p!9 Ja 8 *43 por 

'^™£^££ r (VIN L ° Feb ’ 2 - I9 °8- 
b'Jiw# New‘ a Ymk°G?‘ ,in * 

Uhich. the &£ ^ r £& 
many a listener b£red witMtel^JlS “PV ™* 1 

2 s, si “ d dri * d -25* Jr&rte 

|« mannerism* * S^SkiJJ’mtiHy’i^reS?’ 

more ,han”o 2 *• 

lef« of center, a, stuffed shirt policy. £*££ 


sus? thit i*" 

from the Wert £. Toting man 

*<lf in hot water ObiWtSU* { * OUf ” him- 
made to the FCC^^TiL * l times 
the broadcaster's utterances." 

*pparenlijr survived the atent**? *“"«* k» 

ha, become khid^f*Will R^ OIO t*her. who 

* *« »ir. wasbom Febn^S '1 7 £ 2 mis ' 

grandfather wiT» Te,« » ho *t. *“ rt *- “My 

mys .sadly, “and theyio* Wm^£Z inn J y 
exploited his scrtimrnte Zl "'J"- Seems he 
in * bar ^‘“imenl one Saturday nigh, 

ken a Democrat *’ On u nce . k> my Pop has 
^broadcasts, a 

to find out Whether it ^‘hiJh n £.iSS Ugh 

sssrjrs i* 

atfgrt: &£*&*& 

KSi >, His*work U M j ^ S in §5SS“«Sl 

ssvas & 

janitor." evator, and caretaker to 

Ti££ r *‘&o™ t U oi:'Sh^a , ? V 'id a ' 

pis - ik 'uf*• -; 

His humorous. drawW ■ ‘ * as m >M2 

ftay fisi 

• , ° r iJ he . bfcNaught "syndicate H? ' V '' , L-" 

s^r/ir et^,^ /; 

^rtr v?^ ^ Ti ^ 

hjro. and from 1939 to 1940 on ^Vouth^ 0 ^ 

s?m a? »VKS 

of'l iSv LJrs hii *»« 

OklahnoT, newscast and tried it out in Tulsa 
^ arm hsteners chuckled annrr’ 

* Commt " ,i, or who spoke diir 22 
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PLAIN talk 


nism; they wanted quidc *ction by tta 6 

And he tad ^eour,*" P 
tell this to Tito. Althou gh he was for- 

cien minister, he was arrested. _ 

T «u With Kosanovich u> M* »«“ 

in Belgrade * Hotel Majestic when Mrs. • 

Subasith telephoned and asked 
mediate help. Her husband was arrested I 
^diU. KLano^di tried to = 
ber. He telephoned Lt General 
vich, OZNA's chief tngger-man- Tta 
Communist hangman answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to « 
eisn minister. Precautions were merely 
bSg taken to defend him from any 

.ttempt of the "Western reactionaries 

UP W e h 'ta<Hust been reading D*n‘« 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Count Ugolino hungrily dev0 “" 
brain of Archbishop Rugg*"; desenb. 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. Th 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratnodal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
m our own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosanovich entered 
the new People 1 * Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic "arty, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
party issued a clandestine communiqud 
desaib'mg his defection. Sooo-tft«tta 

the ctairrrun of the p«ty. DrJS^ 

kovich, was terribly beaten f« 1 “** 
boSTby , Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital tire same night 
that Kosanovkh was flying to the Loo- 


don conference of tire Big Four, acom- 
-.nying tire Communist K" del ) “ 
floral and democrat.’’ 

Janovich tad published an «trek m 
t^Communist official organ. *<”**■£ 
which he attacked Sutasid. and the 
leadership of the par^y with whomta 
had worked closely for twenty yean- 
The Communists wanted a proof oi 
"betrayal." And the price was p*£ 

Paris Peace Conference, ana lira 
to Washington—to attack Aaxnan 
democricy, which be had formerly 
praised. 


T CANNOT BEUEVE Kosanovich »* 

I happy man. though he has atanred 
his ambition. Those who once opposed 
fascism and are now serving commu¬ 
nism have lost all faith in themsehres 
and in mankind. There are 
miserable people than tire mrelhg™^* 
who know setter—but who have been 
afraid to resist in the last battle for 

man’s liberty. .. 

Kosanovich once asked for a synthesis 

between poUtical and economic democ- 
rsry for the good of tire people, and he 
isnow defending tire complete subjuga¬ 
tion-economic. poUtical “ d .“® r £- 
of Yugoslavia to tbe Commurus^. Ko¬ 
sanovich once wanted YugosUvis to be 
free of tire influence of any big powe^ 
and be is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin's empire. 
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A comprehend 

Land of Promi.*), be pnreented In the 

solution for the crisis in the Near East. wUl ne P 

next Iwoe of Plain Talk. 
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e/spAs, favorable publicity for 'such communist front organizations 
^ ^ a&Mrtfc SWCXAmerican Slav Congre^s^idovdao Committee and th^nited 

4 Chmm/ttee or South Slavic^Americgns. It supported the iITO and\ 

. -c csijMM government's unequivocally .and denounced opposition believed 
4 T'V^bexist against these governments. Due to the leaving of the former 
Editor-In-Chief, MIRK0 )£aRX 0VICH; to confer with TITO and his repro¬ 
of sentatives in Belgrade. J^goslav^a. the editorshiphasbeenunder- 
£ j taken by Reverend MKOL^DBENOVAO..,The Managing Editor is _CEA^S 
\VUICH and Business Manager is KAKE^JUSHTAS., all-associate wi 
. r'nrnmtmifit movenent in Western tezyisyx^a^ii^e __• . / 


SLOBCBNA REC (Free Expression), Serbian communist-line tri-weekly 
newspaper printed at 1916 East St», ^Pittsburgh. Pa., steadfastly 
.adheres to the generally recoghlsefl. cqmcjunist line and operates, 
AlJtomg Serbs in the U. S., as the organ for the dissemination of 
information on Serbian af fair sin Jugoslavia. As the leading Slav 
communist organ it contained. Suiting the period from 12/6/44 to 

pu 5 U C l ? f«-.^c = 1 .t front o««i*|tlon. 
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vi'AEyOTT CH 1 s lack of complete coordination with the Communist Party movement in » 
the United States may hest he indicated hy his individual editorial policy in g 
SLOBCQDNA BSC. Unlike other foreign language communi st org ans, as will he shown? 
in Section III of this report. SLOBOtDNA EEC did not pursue a predominate loyalty 

to the American Communist Party, hut rather concentrated its efforts on foreign 

• * 

•news, policy and information.^ 


The administration of SLOBODNA BSC during the period covered hy this report may 
he seen to pursue a more cautious line or policy regarding the printing o „ 
sources of news items and other information in the newspaper. Many : Ueos 
la the translations of this newspaper which of necessity m.t have bsen deri»4 

fro® a foreign source. One such sourcernsybepointed ^ ^ fhort- ' 

ea^Uart of 1945 M*”™***;}»££££ “ e^Ta^h logging for radio 
wave radio receiver with a special short-wave anveuu 

Belgrade. 


ir “^\ o ro^,r:ri^^*se"r:“cro r :tii::^sit:r: t a:. 
Ynirgh Fiel d Office hy 

Slavonic translator. 
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OBGAnZATIOrAL STHUCTUES 


A - OPPICSHS 


In the .Statement Of The Ovnorship., rega^nowspa^r.'' ^ & 

The dots Of Congress Of August f „ ralriie4 the Pittsburgh Office u 

^jh^^l 


ut 

hy 
off 


18*03 r means of'trnnsk.sion, furnished the Pittsburgh Office 
■ oreL;;. iittsburgh Post Office, the following are given as 

’ODNA ESC: 


Puhlishe r 
Editor 

Managing Editor 
Business Manager 

Owner 


jr^XRS?OVICH 
CHAHtSS\VUICK 

Bone • 
MAN^SKU SHKAR - 
JOimEESTOVICE 



This statement was filed at the Pittsburgh Post Office hy MANE SHUSHNAH on Octo- 
*ber 2, 1945. 
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n 2. It is true thp.t this year's cplendars were printed too iate f 
but vc have inspitc of thi6 sold a sufficient number of calendars 
and some of the sollers have not sent in their money. In addition 
to the excellent success in advertisements for the calendar and be¬ 
sides the fact th*t the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid 
more attention to this then than before selling the calendars, 

11 3. Soon vc shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
book 'Guns For Tito#' We ought to do our best to sell these books 
as soon as possible. The book was compiled by an American Major who 
organized a shipment of weapons to TITO's Army and met TITO person¬ 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 

w 4. We must finish the sale of the book of NI KQl A^TESLA. We should 
particularly interest the American engineers and unionists in it. 

"5. Soon a book of HIRED M AHEOVICH_vill be off the press: 'That We 
May Understand Each Other. ** Therefore it will be necessary to organ¬ 
ize the sale of the same. The book contains 350 p^ges and the price 
of the same is $2.50. 

"The working committee decided that b' r the end of the month of March 
or" in April, 1‘IEZO MARSOVICH should start for the Pacific Coast, to 
California, to vork in the strengthening of our movement and news- 
pace r and in building up of clubs and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme 3oard in Cleveland." 

August 14, 1945 "Beorganization Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro¬ 

gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carried Out." 
This article, which is quoted below, indicates 
the then policy of SL030D1IA BSC in its leader¬ 
ship in the Serbian Progressive Movement in the 
United States. 

"Akron, August 10 - Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held a special meeting of the Serbian political progressive club, 
which was attended by the editor—in—chief of SLG30DHA BaC, KIHKD 
MARKOVICH, and the manager of the paper, MAI'S SHU SHUAR._ 
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/C/1,* T ° ! Dlroctar # FBI 
& F * OM : SAC, Pittsburgh 
SUBJECT: ^ gL0BCDM ^ 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
REGISTRATION ACT 
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date: November y, I9ti7 


f t ’ 


Jbwe ** 19i7 > I"™ of the 

Pittsburgh, P.„ 1 . - «“ *■* Street, 

Eg*-* ° f g* ^ 

'Alt I?;?CHKAriC& COSTAIR©’ 7 ’ 7 ^ 

Brother a end Sister.: KFFiils IS 17 "CLASSIFIED / 

I oome among you to extend you the sreetw. * f? ***00 
government of the Federated People * P®°Pl®« and the 

ty Marshal Tito and to thank you fa- «Ji bUc ,° f Yugoslavia, headed 
her. given your brother. In the eld h£U£. Ud w M<=h P“ 

oountrj where*! dld^bZt'to def*^d £!"' 1 ° d ° f 1 SW* In thle great 

b«8t of my ability to the thwarting * ha truth and contribute to the 

pert of the official reJre^ti^lfT^ «*■««*• the 

in exile and of all those who wanted to IJlr" Yu ^ 06l&T government 
America and its official circl^Ter^ convince public opinion of 

Yugoslavia, I recall your valuablf ^n r°!u ibility of storing 

a dear friend in the person ^f the late^ tlme * 1 

•““t - -11 a. of .. Jf'gZ Me .«* 

” e t h« °o our se e o f I *events 

you. The idea was that when Serb?!!? f * Waa Bade to confuse 
Path, when chauvinism and Sti^^^ 1 ®^ toll<m the wrong 
">><“ hatred toward the fro^J P«.«...lon of th®, 

1. aroneed In then, th.n lVrtJf bf .C^J “J *ow«-d Ingoelav ^ 
r^LTf 16 ^“‘lane and Slovene, a. *?“ attitude, to 

eha^lMm full „ v ^ thu> oontrlbrtw ^°* Ut , "“l' M-lng 

effort in American and rendering wea ^ ceil ^ n € of the / 

.Ovation «d restoration of Tugo.UvJa^ tL* ^ th °' 

Si/‘^Er-t^^"^ ^ “• -<« - in F.brn^y, 

„ y ^ "• n °* *«e«Med at this 
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To: Director, FBI 

Be: SLOBCDNA REC November 7 , I &7 

IS - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Congress when I was elected 
Congress I said: 


an honorary president of the Vidovdan 


“ extrft f‘ dina ry difficult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your dutv also naT ® with , 

whom you sprang and toward America t toward your people from 

toward mankind. Since ary arrival in wf ^ gCod oitirens » 
«paclty, I found If 19fa, in « officii 

for an ever greater unification of *hd beet oooperatlon 

againet ail Znifeat^ro^aeliZ!^.^ 1 ^ ?"*»• 

at a time .hen the mZIZ" \ ° i " h ‘ ra0I <S' “ d “ lt 5 r 

hatred. Working thue Z £ eMtributZ*to°th. dl6h f rm °7 •»* 

Of the national-liberation struggle beset wi-fch^ oorr6ct understanding 
bedevilled with so much eossin g6 is fflfl . J with so many obstacles and 
truth thereof." S ip * Tiffle ^ events have borne out the 




leave or Serbs in America in 

— - < 1 _a . a _ 


a. -O --V4. UU IQ 

19 ^ 1 , among other things I wrote: 


01 o u ly cl\. 9 


^a h ara h u r L i ZZ t «'Zf^ <* «- Serbia 

Hi at cry rtll . h Z“ ll Z%S^iZt 

unity of Sarba, Croata, Slovenea ^ OUr f efandln £ the 

resented the true national Serbi^t^rt.^T.r h * T * W re p- 
interests not only of Yugoslavia but also n r ^ hU ® repr08ent ed the 
Nations. TTe have by oomfo^ slcrifUes of a ^ 

great successes in the country but there* 4 -t ^ ration war achieved 
Enamia. rtll partlcnlarJHaZ'totoSuZ Z Y* "T* trlaJl ** 
with false defense of Serbian interests. I ask all 2f® m 

ZoZZeTZ T"? *° pr ““ rt ” hmm y «* unitZ 

who were being deceived in returning to SerbianT™,*^? * al r thos ® 

the great circle of national harmo^ . . . ? nt ® r 

outaat. that tlay forgiv.^etZ^fv^t Zn ffL"* ™W 

deceived by those who thought they must be hlu«t they were 

national champion is known hr hi7s^2^%£^Heved. The true 

right path. Responsible culDrits who < 6 th ? errant °aes on the 
misused the credulity of the^gnorant will^ thei ^ P oslt i°ns and 
their misdeeds. lh7more you Sn^ro^J T™** t0 th ® P*°P le for 
will be for Serbdom, fZ Y^osSJa £ t T°T' th ® better ** 
you have the greatest obligftW Wica " toward which 
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To i 
Re: 


Director, FBI 
SLOBCDNA REC 

IS - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


November 7 , 19^7 


^ t0 Which *9* wer ® ®alled until hie last days by 
our great countryman NIK(»A^JSLA. 7 v 

i 

And you, by your moderation, have contributed -to . _ ,, 

democratic struggle of the * n ri/ v~ C *? the int ® rQst of th» 

cation of all SL2 J T °° atribUt ' d *° «" “I"' 

war effort And «+• +t, 10rces f 11 America in the organization of the 

tog.thor with other ^L*e^o^w. < V“' bl * n d ! S0<mt 

tbit “CS7JS irT^ ri0 “ 

restoration of their independent state, fugosla^. 
s or fibhave °c ome 1 ** o & thi s "c ountry sear ch^of ^f ° * /° U fj™ 

economic conditions. ^ in search ®f freedom and better 

Most of you and those before vou ha-™ ns ___ 

Li™ zzjzxz b °' 

not for the progr.e. of thi. ooLtry.ifth^^”*; T whrt * 
farmere, eoiontieta, and soldiere So ra^IuSni bh ? of “ da6r *. 

progroae and prosperity of the American i h , < ^ i v b<>eb for ths general ' 

been doing your duly and °y ou^hav^be c ws ^go od * c i t i z en 8 ^of °t hi cionti ° U6 ^y^ 
land. Who of us is not proud of the work m vf this sreat 

NIKOLA TESLA, without whose work and miS ele^ ° f 

it now is in the world* whose me+m. , electri °ity would not be what 

Dnieper, turning the wheel, of industry 8 Sew^thereT®*?* !“? th * 

In every .park of elootrioity, shine. hi« f , i.electrlcity? 

great.* Wfioiery of TESLA-. goniu r’l^l 

life hut al.o for a h*ter a£ ^^.oSTSSitf f0r 6 

voice thus had significance and importance You war 7°^ U > 

authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was e-oin^ &ble t0 b ° the ' V 

66 waion was going on over there* 
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*he 37th Anniversary Celebration ofthd existence 
•f HABOIHI OLiSBZX held la Milwaukee, *ls,3/l8/45. 

Khow QPl iHitiAfi and moathltin present 

lathis or f 
alj. known rarty 

1 chares of general - V. 
arrangemente for- ‘ i^cakar-JOS. MART. 

KHNJAC of Chicago, Ill., officer of the Supreme 
Committee of Croatian Fraternal Union, Work of 
KABO IN I GLASNIK in connection with present War effort 
aid particularly In support of Marshal TITO set forth r « 
by various speakers* . 

- , • : INFORMATION CONTAINED 

4 1UC- hereik- is ,,MrtT - AfiRTFl£j) 

Letter from Pittsburgh to Milwaukee dated 1 / 16 / 45 * 

* * * ■ * • ’ -• • * ■ 

‘ * . w . • * • • • 

r - *-*••• * Wi 

Ssport of Special Agant HABJBT MOBBISCH dated ’ 

4/38/41 at Pittsburgh Pa* 


DATE. 




SAILS: 
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Confidential InforaantJ^^adrlsed that under d at e 
of February 18, 1945, he was la attendance at' the * 
37th Aaniversaiy Celeb rat iodrjofHAEQINI QJtASBIX. (The \ 
Batloaal Herald), a Croatian 'language newspaper, ^ 
which celebration was hold in'Hamony Ball located 
at 939 South Sixth Street, Kilvankee,- Wlsoohsln. , 


.+ « 
**• * 



approved and 
forwarded! 
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Ml 100-2225 


yj' The next speaker Introduced, by Chairman JUB07ICH was a ME* 

CHU SffiaK ALACHI whe spoke on the need of funds for the continued support 
of the paper HAEOHJI GLASfIX. . . 

•e: * Toliowing this, was a speech by Mr, PHJSjnpBTEAK:, whc.^iUo 

pissed the RABOWI GLiaTJOC jt%r its.i^eiefful 

• *Y . v • 4 ^ . • • i • ?• • r •• ^ 


; . 

TS*?f. 


* * v.r 


■« . <’•■ 
_ ,‘S. 


• At the conclusion of these Taxloae speeches* 4UB0TICH acting 

M Chairmen, again discussed the need.of funds for MABDISI GLASTII «nd 
requested a collection froa the andlsnoe* He told then that the aaount 
sollected was $586»10« . . -V -r V - • >> - 

■fag?*- 




* • •• 
.•4* 


* • .V. . 



*'ug tojm^the celebration closed at approximately 9x15 ' 
t duzun^the course ef the. afternoon he was contacted by . 
sown CPA member, who gars bis a pamphlet entitled "The 
Lted Committee of South—Slavic Americans" dated Hoveaber, 
reference to an article In this pamphlet ldilch was written 
>merly President of the AKEBIOjOT 8LA 7 OQHQBES S «md Pro si- . 
COMMITTEE OP 30UTH-SLATIC iMEBIClVS. flBBthen attempted 
entitled *The Prodigal 0«xlue", whic^l^^^M life stoTy 
Ltten by JOBS J^V.0^KEIL* He also ihowsdH^L calendar 
with a picture of Marshal TITO and the inscription “Death^^^ascisn, Free¬ 
dom for the People"* -_Pe explained that these calendars were being printed 
In Canada and he was taxing orders Tor tdern* ; V ’*' ___ 


Confldi 
arrangements with! 
celebration over 1 


H|advised that he Hud previously Bade 
!or announcing the proposed banquet end 
-J-C on the.. Croatian Hadlo Hour* 
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was also present at .the 37th Anniversary Cel 
orhatlon set forth by Confidential Informant 


atien and eon- 
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Bureai 


^-'•'Confidential Informant 


<Ai 


oni'erred with Ambassaaor^^ 

KiBiSnvTi^an^^oI^nx^Lna^nuT^TuDEl^na^contacted her in order to find 
out definitely when KOSANOVIC was coining to New York City. It appears that 
ADa.IC planned to be in New York himself on the following Thursday and 
expressed a desire to have KOSANOVIC be there on Thursday night. KOSANOVIC 
told her he was leaving for Paris the following Sunday morning at 11:00 Ali* 1 
He was told that ADAiilC would like to have dinner with him on Thursday night 
and on Friday morning for him to meet '•‘this fellow that he has been talking 
about.” KOSANOVIC said he knew it was something about publicity; KOSANOVIC 
stated he was not very happy about having to go to Paris. He said he hadn't 
^£^iishg£ ending” and that it was very complicated. He indicated that 

ould accompany him to Paris. They expressed amusement over the 
Stan 1 account of KOSANOVIC' s press conference the previous day. K, 

The article in the ‘’Evening Star” which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 19h6, and was entitled ”New Envoy Disclaims Any Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste.” This article was written by NEiTBOLD NOYES, JR. 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
’•’provoked into compromising the peace.” The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they did not 
get it. The article stated that KOSANOVIC is a nephew of NICOJA^TSSIA, the 
Yugoslav-American inventor. 


Is 



earned on Julv 23. 19u6. that 


with 

news 


^^^Hsaid th< 
TrSSunA^nyJ 
also. 




conferred 
relative to the 

ne Amoassaaor's press conierence the previous day. 

t ttle on the first page of the ”New York Herald 
said there was quite a bit in the ’’New York Times” 
t he expected more in the ’’Evening Star” than had 


appeared in the ”Washington Post" because he had "one of their good people, 
who was very favorably impressed and said he would say so.” [ Q£)[\ 


■■HHiearned on July 30, 19U6, that^^^^^^^^H contacted 
Senator TAYLOR^^ffice and advised that the Ambaike to have Q / 
lunch with Senator TAYLOR at the Senate dining room on Thursday at 1:00 P.M. 
along with some other members of the Senate, U \ 


Informant learned on the following day that 
arrangements for Ambassador KOSa OVIC to have lunchvith Senator r. 
probably Senator i/IAGNUSON in the Senate dining room. ( 


wayw: 


inade 
L and 


Informant also learned on July 31, 19U6, that Senator PEPPER sk 
dad accepted the invitation to have lunch with the Ambassador at 1:00 P.ii/jV 
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SAVA K^KOSANOVIC 
Ambassador 

K0S1N0VIC came as Yugoslav Ambassador in approximately July of 
1946, presenting his credentials to the President on July 18, 1946, 
KOSANOVIC is generally considered not a Communist but an opportunist. 

He is a.member of the Independent Democratic Party and previously 
served as a Minister under the Royal Government. He was born at 

* 1894* was a nephew of the famous inventor, 
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Information contained in bulletin entitled 
.ews Plashes from Czechoslovakia under Nazi 
Domination" issued by Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, with reference to Ameri¬ 
can Slav Congress, set forth herein. Includes 
Information concerning the permanent committee 
set-up and a partial list of delegates to the 
American Slav Congress. ?A1 bo set forth is a 
WTstory of th^All Slav Congres?’which was 

* w ” * — n TtvPftTr>o ^to n! p rec e ^ ve 
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rep op ^ 60 . to 

-ommunists,. attended the All Slav Congress, 
^^"“ittended All Slav Congress. 
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under Nazi ^Inatlon^^lllzNcd'by^the 1 '?' ^°” Cz ' sch ° 8l °''Sil«- 
Council of America, 4049 Vest 3W 7 t ? e ^ Cz ® choalovak National 
nois, release no. 133, dated May Ilf 194 ^ Street * ^icago, Illi- 

Congress held at Detroit^irfii 0 ' 8 c ° nccrnla S tlie American Slav 

article contalnz th^LlIX ^^ 

^ a liet Of ten of eulnenceanong theXgaLXheX".., 
This article i 8 being quoted below: 

"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS PGR GREATER VAR EFFORT" 

The coordination activities of on 

extraction in America forLr f 11 P° Ups of Slavic 

»ored a long ...X". " “ r f ff ° rt 

and 26 and attended hfaore thL tjm iT, f 11 25 

presenting church, fraternal ^ 23 °° dele S ates re- 

cultural groups from all tarts 8 ° Cial ' 

eubstantlal American SlavVg™iLXTt£ 7 ' W ' 
was represented. 6«Jiizarion in the country 

Permanent Committee Set Up 

National^Conncil^Vlce* °f th^zcchoslovah: 

of the n ' 

. .of the Croatin Fraternal 1 TTn? i , mf ecretary; 7I1JS ty£vZ, 

WOrnim, ■nether of the Muoat^nX^ff; “ i F ' 

rolieh National Am.... ucat-onal' Committee of the 

Directors. iUW ' Chairman of the Board of 

thoXd'of 01 ^“ettSz°" P ‘Ti leC ‘ ea ViC °- 

Slovak;' VAS Ilr^I COFTr * CzP &> ; S-'SSMTEK 

Serbian; JOEfl^SUTKOVICH* f ?Ti f a: SAMUE ^fe)RLINICH, 
vone; PEEETSRATICA 07 ^ 0, ?P^ lan; ^NCEIT^AIKKAR, Slo- 
Macedonien;' EAR?'7T3KJ3ESEKOPP asslan ; GE0RGE J 1F4RINSXY, 

Ukrainian. , r J3 "' SHK0JP * ****1™; KICEAEL^TCE, 
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The various nationality groups also elected members 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 
held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 

to plan stens to translate the decisions of the con¬ 
gress into action. 


Anti—Hitler Measures Adopted 

Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were: 

1 * To make a direct appeal to American Slavs com¬ 
prising more than half the workers in the war essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance pgainst fifth-columnists 

operating within the various Slavic groups in this 

country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart a plan to recruit 50,000 j»merican Slav 
volunterrs for a house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond sub¬ 
scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted effort 
against HITLER. 

5. To increase support of all war relief agencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish. Czecho¬ 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 

6 . To take steps to counteract the appeasers. 

7. To set up a permanent organization to coordinate 

and assist in carrying out the decisions adooted by the 
Congress. 






Response Exceeds Anticipations 


The response to the first American Slav Congress ever 
held in America exceeded all anticipation's. It re¬ 
vealed the depth of anti-Axls feeling that has seized 
hold of the Americans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the oower of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples ns of freedom- 
loving nnoples everywhere shall be decisively smashed. 


c 


u 


s 


• 

The delegates were mostly brawny men from coal mines, 
steel mills, machine shqps—the men on whom the nation 
is counting for much of its war essential goods pro¬ 
duction and wholesome-looking women vhose faces showed 
hardening lines of determination beneath war smiles. 

Mon of Salience Among Delegates i 

Among the delegate were men and women of distinction 
• in many fields of petivity— scholars, writers and 
clergymen, anong?_thea Rev. Y23TC3ifftrD0B]C0YI0Z, who re¬ 
presented the l^yJ'Rcv'. Bishop STEKuT S, VOZNlCKI v- 

dclivored the opting invocation; 

Me tr opo1it pjt^Sts hop Benjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 

Church; Most Bov. JOfflTftiBAJlTOVICH of Johnstown, Pennsy¬ 
lvania, and RevAEAWLOtfSZI. rff Buffalo. Npw 


'6 


°ls 


I 


Among others present were JOSEFiStfATTHAS, director of 

1?Rtional *lliance of Pittsburgh; CHESTER A. 
^WJDBOJ, President of the Polish Central Citizens’ Com¬ 
mittee of Detroit; Judge li NSRONXOWSKI of Eamtranch; 

TNQSOVS^r^^ 1 '’ P ° ll8h VPX - Vetfiran8 ‘ Chicago; Dr. W. 

klcliisan Al1 Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mis. A.7VS1ER0WIC2, dear of Polish Journalists, Buffalo, 

F^^SiGOPSVT^^^?''’' 1 CE ’ frDed Croatian violinist; 
FRAJE>«SIGQRSia, assistant district attorney of Milwaukee 

and president of the Pulaski Council there; VINCENT^LEIN 
Secretary Chrysler Local No. 17 of UAW-CIO; MichiganStpte 
Senator, SIANLETTITOWAK; Prof. J. J.^MBEAL, President of 
the Czechoslovak Nationa.’. Council; JoSEHTTSiRTINEK Exe¬ 
cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 

—Chicago; KAEED^^CEAL, President of the American Sokol 
Union; ADOLJ^CSH, President of the Czech American 
National Alliance; VIITCEl^VBDSEY, Secretary of the Cxech 
American National Alliance; Rev. JAN StrBRkDAC, Honorary 

<£rr*? de Z t ? f « h ® Slove ” 1T ”tional Alliance; ReV. ARNOST 
7^IZAA of the Federation of American Czechoslovaks in 

, Serbian American inventor; ETBIN 
^SLaioxiu.. # uroDlnent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. K^StoxTICH 

Ti~Tn^ G ~^ rft3ld(:,nt i '* ichi e f,n All-Slav Committee; SAMUEL 
^RL^CH President of the Serbian ITational Federation, 
Pittsburgh; Judge ANTHONT^LUCAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio .State - 

Senator^GDYD-BOICH; Judge GEORGE sS^EHESY, Cleveland- ‘ 

' • \ 9 
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VNIK, Slovenska ITarodna Podporna Jcdnota; 
y Hcv. k. Fr^JKO, Cleveland; W.TkITZIZ, President of 
V the Czecll08lov Pic Society of America; and Mrs. MARIE 
WCRkL of the Hat'l Alliance of Czech Catholics. 

Fron the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 
it was visible they had come for the one purpose of 
agreeing on a common line of action to be taken to 
guarantee a speedy end of HITLER and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 
and abandon. 



An International Event 

It was a wartime noting dominated by a wartime grim¬ 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 
have international repercussions was evidenced in the 
more than thousand telegrams from all parts of the world 
that reached the congress during the sessions. 

One^of the wires greeting it was from a Czech group 
in Teheran, Persia; there were many from Slavic groups 
in Chile, Argentina, Canada, and throughout America. 
Soviet writers and scientists and members of the Y ug l— 

Slav government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings ©jid good wishes, . 

The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of ^erica's 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but fraught with meaning for the destiny of the more 
than 2.00 millions of Slav peoples across the seas en- 
6»£R<1 in a life-and-death struggle against Hazi enslavers. 

Eor the first time the peoples of the diverse Slavic 
groups In America were reaching a comnon understanding 
on a world-wide issue—a. matter that gave delegates a 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 

Par beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 

and the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions_ 

all of which raised the assembly to wild cheers of en¬ 
thusiasm—was the vibrant sense of unity idiich, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its reesage of redoubled effort's 

to crush HITLEH and guarr- toe a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Keynote—Production for Victory 

Production and sacrifice were the keynote notifs of the 
w?,in address of the congress delivered by LEO KRZYCKI. 
..eminding listeners that American Slavs occupy a key 
position in America's war industrial pattern, he called 
for greater efforts this year to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the democracies. 

How to safeguard American war production and American 
norale took up the following sessions which were ad¬ 
dressed by Prof. J. J. ZKRHAL, President of the Czecho¬ 
slovak National Council of America, on fifth-column 

Rn ? Ensures to be taker, against them; PRANK 
•• ,lS_iY, chairman of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro- 
gram on^national morale; ELNSLIVER, of the Labor Division 
of the War Production Boe.rd and GEORGB^ADDES , Secretary- 
Treasurer, of the Auto Workers Union on problems facing 
a or in the vax industries. These subjects were treated 
in furtner detail in special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. McNutt 


iwo thousand plates were served at the banquet tendered 
.e delegates and guests by the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 25. 

But the climax of the congress was a victory rally in 
the Michigan State Pair Coliseum where 10,000 persons 
assembled to hear the Hon. PAUL V. McNUTT, Federal Security 
Adi.-jinistra.tor and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 
of applause by his-appeal for "more tanks for TIMOSHENKO". 

In this first Slav Congress you have shown the world the 
miracle of American unity," he declared. 

a message from President ROOSEVELT was received wishing 
the Congress success in its work." 
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INDEX TO INFORMANTS 



Tho following is the Index to Informants mentioned in 
the report of Special Agent CLARENCE E. CLAY, dated November 18, . 
1942, at Indianapolis, Indiana, in t^e matter entitled, 

"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS (All-Slav Congress) INTERNAL SECURITY - 
C", Indianapolis file 100-4006: 
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